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CHAPTER I  
ON THE ROAD TO THE BUFFALO 
The Deer Lodge V a lley
The Deer Lodge V a lle y  I s  about f i f t y  m iles  long and 
sp read s  out f iv e  to  te n  m ile s  wide between th e  c o n tin e n ta l  
d iv id e  and th e  P h ll lp s b u rg  and Gold Creek M ountains. 
G eo g rap h ica lly  I t  ex tends from  D urant to  th r e e  m iles below 
th e  p re s e n t s i t e  of Drummond; b u t th e  s e c t io n  of th e  Deer 
Lodge V a lle y  d e s c r ib e d  In  t h i s  h i s to r y  I s  Inc luded  between 
th e  Deer Lodge P ass  and fo u r  m ile s  below Gold C reek . On a l l  
s id e s  o f th e  v a l le y  ex cep t f o r  th e  s o u th e a s t .  I t  I s  bounded 
by h ig h  m ountains covered  w ith  tim b e r and In  th e  w est by 
m ountains w ith  l o f t y  snow-capped pealra.
Mt. P o w e ll, d i r e c t l y  w est of Cottonwood Greek and 
r i s i n g  10,500 f e e t ,  o v erlo o k s th e  o th e r  peaks and dom inates 
th e  e n t i r e  v a l l e y .  Mt. Pow ell was named a f t e r  a  member of 
G ra n v ille  S t u a r t 's  p a r ty ,  John V. P ow ell, who came to  Deer 
Lodge V a lle y  In  1857 and who had a  ran ch  a t  th e  fo o t o f t h i s  
m oun ta in .
The r i v e r  r i s e s  In  th e  so u th  w ith  th e  S i lv e r  Bow 
C reek as I t s  so u rce  and e n te r s  th e  v a l le y  th rough  a  narrow
^ M rs. Anne M cDonnell, "The S to ry  of Pow ell County" 
In  S i lv e r  S ta te  (Deer Lodge) P o s t ,  June 13, 19451
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d e f i l e  n e a r  th e  p re s e n t  r a i l r o a d  s ta t io n »  D u ran t. I t  f l o s s  
In  a  n o r th w e s te r ly  d i r e c t io n  t h r o u ^  th e  v a l le y .  The f i r s t  
w r i t te n  re c o rd  d e s ig n a te s  th e  r i v e r  as *La R iv ie re  des 
p ie r r e s  a  f i e  d ie s "  or Arrow S tone R iv e r , in  1831;^ and in  
1841, F a th e r  De Smst^ c h r is te n e d  i t ,  " S t .  Ig n a c e " . These 
names were n o t  known t o  th e  g o ld  se ek e rs  and th e  r i v e r  was 
c a l le d  th e  "Deer Lodge" t o  th e  mouth o f th e  L i t t l e  B la c k fo o t, 
th e  "H e ll G ate" to  th e  Big B la c k fo o t, and th en  th e  "M issoula" 
R iv e r . How th e  e n t i r e  r i v e r  i s  d e s ig n a te d  as th e  C la rk  
F o rk .^  The banks o f  th e  s tream s r i s i n g  in  th e  m ountains 
and e n te r in g  th e  r i v e r  were f r in g e d  w ith  w illow s and quak­
in g  a s p e n s . Most o f  th e s e  s tream s rece iv ed  t h e i r  names d u r­
in g  th e  f i r s t  y e a rs  th e  v a l le y  was b e in g  s e t t l e d .  Race 
T rack  G reek was named f o r  a  ra c e  t r a c k  lo c a te d  n ea r i t . 5
^ W. £ •  F e r r i s ,  L ife  in  th e  Rockv M ountains (Pau l C. 
P h i l l i p s ,  e d i t o r ,  D enver, 1 9 4 0 ), p .  107.
^ Lawrence B. P a l la d in e ,  In d ia n  and W hite in  th e  
H orthw est (L a n c a s te r ,  P a . ,  1 922 ), p.&W.
4 "C la rk  F o rk : a  r i v e r  which a r i s e s  n e a r  B u tte ,
M ontana, and flo w s n o r th w e s t, e n te r in g  th e  e a s t  a id e  of th e  
Pend O r e i l le  L ake, Bonner C ounty, Id a h o ."  D ec is io n s  o f th e  
U nited  s t a t e s  BeaM  o f  Q e o y a n h io a l Hamas. D ec is io n s  
re n d e re d  betw sM  ^ u ly  1 , 1937 and June 3d , 1938 (W ashington, 
1938), p .  1 3 .
^ J .  P . Rowe. G eograph ica l and n a tu r a l  R esources 
(M isso u la , 1933 ), p .  5ÜÜ.
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R obert Denpsey^ lo c a te d  h i s  second ran ch  on a  c re e k , which 
to o k  h i s  name. B liz z a rd s  s e r e  so  bad d u rin g  th e  w in te r  of 
1864, t h a t  O lln , a  b la ck sm ith  w orking f o r  G ran t, had a le g  
so  b ad ly  f ro z e n  f iv e  m ile s  n o r th  of Cottonwood Creek th a t  I t  
had t o  be a ^ u t a t e d .  S ince th e n  th e  v i c in i t y  has been c a l le d  
"F reeze  Oat"*'^ P ik es  Peak G uld i re c e iv e d  I t s  name from  th e  
g o ld  m iners who a r r iv e d  In  1862 from  P ikes Peak, C olorado.
The rem arkab le  n a tu r a l  c u r io s i ty  In  t h i s  v a l le y  from  
which I t s  name was d e r iv e d  was an o u ts ta n d in g  landmark and 
was v i s i b l e  th e  le n g th  o f th e  v a l le y  from  th e  Dog Creek 
D iv ide on th e  n o r th  to  th e  e n tra n c e  of th e  v a l le y  on th e  
s o u th . T his c o n e - l lk e  b u t te  I s  s i t u a te d  tow ards th e  upper 
end of th e  v a l l e y .  A s p r in g  I s s u e s  from  th e  top  o f t h i s  
mound which I s  t h i r t y  f e e t  h ig h  and I s  lo c a te d  In  th e  mid­
d le  of a  m arsh . T h is mound, as seen  by F a th e r  De Smet as 
he t r a v e le d  th ro u g h  th e  D eer Lodge V a lle y  In  1841:
I s  a c c e s s ib le  on one s id e  o n ly , and i s  formed o f a 
s to n y  c r u s t  d e p o s ite d  by th e  s p r in g  w hldi h as  r i s e n  
as th e  mound h as  grown. The w ater bubbles up on th e  
to p ,  and e scap e s  th ro u g h  a  number o f openings a t  th e  
base  o f th e  mound, th e  c ircum ference of which seems 
to  be abou t s i x t y  f e e t .  The w ate rs  a t  th e  base a re  of 
d i f f e r e n t  te m p e ra tu re s  -  - h o t , lukewarm and c o ld —though
^ R obert Dempsey, B iography (U npublished m an u sc rip t. 
S ta te  H i s t o r i c a l  L ib r a r y ) •
 ̂ Conrad K ohrs, A utobiography (% p u b llsh ed  manu­
s c r i p t  o b ta in ed  from  Conrad W arren, Deer Lodge), p . 57 .
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b u t a few s te p s  d i s t a n t  from  one to  a n o th e r . Some 
indeed  a re  so  h o t t h a t  meat may be b o ile d  in  them* We 
a c tu a l ly  t r i e d  th e  experim ent.®
Warren F e r r i s  in  1831 s ta te d  t h a t :
These w a te rs  a re  s l i g h t l y  im pregnated w ith  s a l t ,  
which q u a l i ty  re n d e rs  th e  p la ce  a t t r a c t i v e  to  d e e r , 
and i t  i s  seldom  w ith o u t v i s i t o r s  o f t h i s  d e s c r ip t io n .
• • . C louds of vapour a re  c o n t in u a l ly  em anating from  
th e  mound, w h id i a t  a d is ta n c e  on a  c le a r  co ld  morning 
m ight r e a d i ly  be m istaken  f o r  sm oke,—th e  mound i t s e l f  
h as  much th e  resem blance of an In d ia n  C abin , and hence 
w hich th e  name by th e  v a l le y  i s  d e s ig n a te d .*
The name "Deer Lodge" by which th i é  v a l le y  i s  known 
o r ig in a te d  w ith  th e  In d ia n s  and was d e r iv e d  from  th e  ex ­
p re s s io n  in  th e  Snake language " ' i t - s o o 'k e  en c a r 'n e , '  
m eaning th e  w h i t e - t a i l e d  d e e r 's  lo d g e , and i s  s o -c a l le d  by 
th e  In d ia n s  because th e  a fo r e s a id  d ee r were very  abundant 
. . .  i n  th e  b ru sh y  bottom s in  i t s  v i c i n i t y . % i s  was 
a  f a v o r i t e  fe e d in g  ground f o r  th e  d ee r n o t on ly  because 
th e  g ra s s  was g reen  and p l e n t i f u l  th e  y ea r round bu t a ls o  
because  of th e  s a l t  in  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f th e  b u tte *
F e r r i s  on h i s  map d e s ig n a te d  th e  v a l le y  as th e  "Deer 
House P la in s "  and th e  sp r in g s  as th e  "Deer House" (1832)
® Hiram M artin  C h itte n d en  and A lfre d  T albo t R ichard ­
so n , L i f e ,  L e t te r s  and T ra v e ls  o f F a th e r  P ie r re -J e a n  De Smet.
S . J . r 1 m ^ : i 5 7 r T 4 - ^ l ~ gew" yg r^  -----------
® F e r r i s ,  op. c i t . , p .  108.
10 G ra n v ille  S tu a r t ,  Montana As I t  l £  (Hew York, 1866), 
p p . 2 7 , 69 . In c lu d e s  a c o i^ le ie  d icT io n a ry  o f  th e  Snake 
Language.
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w hile  F a th e r  De Smet on h i s  map used  "R lv . de St* Ignace" 
f o r  th e  fo rm er and "P o u n ta ln es  m in é ra le s  a p p e lle e s  Loge auf 
C h e v re u ils " —m in e ra l s p r in g s  c a l le d  lodge of th e  d e e r—fo r  
th e  l a t t e r *  % e Americans soon sh o rten ed  th e  ex p ress io n  to  
"Deer L odge."
The f i r s t  w r i t te n  re c o rd  o f th e  Deer Lodge V a lley  I s  
F e r r is *  d e s c r ip t io n  as he e n te re d  i t  in  1831*
T his I s  a  v a l le y  somewhat la rg e r  th an  th e  B ig H o le , 
and l ik e  t h a t  su rrounded  by m oun ta ins, g e n e ra l ly ,  how- _  ̂
ev e r low , b a r re n  and naked , ex cep t to  th e  so u th  and e a s t^ ^  
where l o f t y  snow -clad  peaks appear* A ll th e  stream s by 
w hich I t  I s  I n te r s e c te d  a re  d e c o ra te d  w ith  groves and 
th ic k e t s  of a sp en , b i r c h  and w illo w , and o ccas io n a l 
c lu s te r s  o f  c u r r a n t  and g o o seb erry  bushes * The bottom s 
a re  r i c h  and v e rd a n t ,  and a re  r e s o r te d  to  by g re a t  
numbers o f d e e r  and elk*  The s e v e ra l  stream s u n ite  and 
form  "La R iv ie re  d es  p ie r r e s  a  f le c h e s ,"  (Arrow Stone 
R iv e r)  th u s  named from  a k in d  of s e m i- tra n sp a re n t s to n e  
found n e a r  I t ,  fo rm e rly  much used  by th e  In d ia n s  f o r  
making p o in ts  o f  a rro w s . T his r i v e r  I s  one of th e  
so u rce s  of C la r k 's  R iv e r , and flow s t h r o u ^  th e  v a l le y  
to  th e  n w th e a s tw a rd  (N o rth w es t) . The v a l le y  owes I t s  
s in g u la r  b u t a p p ro p r ia te  name to  a n a tu r a l  c u r io s i ty  
s i t u a t e d  n e a r  th e  r i v e r  a few m iles  from  th e  e a s te rn  
s id e*  The c u r i o s i t y  r e f e r r e d  to  i s  a  s e m i-sp h e r ic a l 
mound some f i f t y  paces in  c ircum ference and f i f t e e n  
f e e t  h ig h , r a th e r  f l a t t e n e d  a t  to p ,  and covered w ith  
t u r f  and a s ic k ly  grow th o f  yellow  grass*^®
F a th e r  P a lla d ln o  o b se rv in g  th e  D eer Lodge V alley  from 
th e  to p  of Dog Creek D iv id e  In  1877 gave a very  s im ila r  
a c c o u n t.
West
F e r r i s ,  op . c i t . ,  p . 107,
The t r a v e l e r  i s  t r e a te d  to  one of th e  most g lo r io u s  
views which f i l l s  him  w ith  wonder and d e l ig h t  by I t s  
s u rp a s s in g  b eau ty  and Im p re ss iv e n e ss . The v a l le y  l i e s  
th e re  sm ilin g  b e fo re  him , th e  l i t t l e  town n e s t l in g  In  
i t s  cottonwood groves by th e  bank of th e  r i v e r .  The 
Deer Lodge R iv e r c u ts  th e  v a l le y  In  a  n o r th w e s te r ly  
d i r e c t i o n  and I t s  m eandering course I s  made more con­
sp icu o u s by th e  f r in g e  o f  th e  v e g e ta tio n  a long  I t s  banks. 
Y onder, to  th e  l e f t ,  a re  th e  Hot S p rin g s , w hile  d i r e c t l y  
in  f r o n t  r i s e  th e  bench lan d s  which s t r e t c h  back and up 
to  the  p in e  f o r e s t s  on th e  m ountain s id e .  And now, 
above th e  broad  wooded b e l t ,  b a re , b o ld  c l i f f s  l i f t  up 
t h e i r  h e a d s , w ith  Mount P ow ell, some 13,000 f e e t  h l ^ ,  
to w erin g  among them  as a g ia n t  among p igm ies; w hile  a 
l i t t l e  to  th e  r l ^ t  th e  eye I s  charmed by th e  snow- 
covered  c r e s t s  o f th e  Gold Greek Range.*®
geology
The m ountain v a l le y s  have no d e f in i t e  r e l a t i o n  to  any 
r i v e r s  and a re  not formed by th e  e ro s io n  o f s tre a m s . They 
a re  s t r u c t u r a l  v a l l e y s .  The Deer Lodge V a lley  I s  an o u t­
s ta n d in g  example of th e s e  as I t  I s  much to o  la rg e  to  have 
been ca rv ed  by th e  s tream  now occupying I t .  A nother of I t s  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  I s  th e  s te e p  m ountain w all ly in g  a long  th e  
w este rn  s l d e . l *
The v a l le y  was form ed by movements o f th e  e a r t h 's  
c r u s t  p ro b ab ly  abou t th e  tim e of th e  upheaval of th e  
m ountains t h a t  make up th e  Rocky Mountain system  
o c c u rre d . D uring th e  g r e a t  p ro cesses  of m ountain 
b u i ld in g  th e  c r u s t  of th e  e a r th  was In  many p la ces
13 P a l la d ln o ,  op. c i t . ,  p . 339.
1^ D an ie l E . W illa rd , Montana, Rie G eo lo g ica l S to ry  
(L a n c a s te r , 1935), p . 226 .
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broken  and b lo c k s  o f  th e  c r u s t  were e i th e r  u p l i f t e d  or 
d ep ressed*  Sometimes indeed  b o th  th in g s  happened, th e  
b reak  in  th e  h a rd  c r u s t  of th e  e a r th  b e in g  c a l le d  a 
f a u l t  * I t  was th o u g h t t h a t  Deer Lodge V alley  was formed 
by such b reak in g  and f a u l t i n g  o f th e  e a r th .  The b a s in s  
th u s form ed became f i l l e d  w ith  w ater and la k es  came in to  
b e in g . Thus th e r e  was a  la k e  in  Deer Lodge V a l l e y , 1 5
Around Warm S p rin g s th e  v a l le y  f lo o r  was s e v e ra l  m iles 
wide and so f l a t  t h a t  much o f  i t  was swanky. The h i l l s  on 
th e  e a s t ,  about f iv e  hundred  f e e t  h i ^  were C(»%)Osed of 
l ig h t - c o lo r e d  c la y  and v o lc a n ic  a sh . Lake beds once f i l l e d  
th e  v a l le y  a t  l e a s t  as h ig h  as th e  to p  cf th o se  h i l l s .
Beyond Warm S p rin g s  th e  v a l le y  co n tin u es broad and 
f l a t ;  th e  t e r r a c e s  on each  s id e  a re  good farm  la n d . On th e  
w est from  Race T rack a re  many deep canyons in  th e  s id e  of 
th e  m ountain which were c u t b e fo re  th e  g la c ie r s  were form ed.
At Deer Lodge, t e r r a c e s  about two hundred f e e t  h ig h  
a re  w e ll-d e v e lo p e d  on b o th  s id e s .  Worth of Deer Lodge th e re  
i s  a  t e r r a c e  on th e  l e f t ,  bu t th e  one on th e  r i g h t  has d is a p ­
p ea red  and h a s  been re p la c e d  by low h i l l s  composed o f s o f t  
ro c k .
At G a rriso n  th e  v a l le y  i s  much narrow er and th e  c l i f f  
on th e  w est i s  composed of a  v o lc a n ic  ro ck  and on th e  e a s t  
of s a n d s to n e , s h a le s ,  and beds o f la v a .  J u s t  n o r th  o f 
G a rr is o n , th e  bottom  of th e  v a l le y  b u lg e d . The C la rk  Pork
15 W illa rd , gg . c i t . , pp. 319-320.
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had a lre a d y  e s ta b l i s h e d  a m eandering cou rse  on th e  sedim ents 
f i l l i n g  th e  o ld  la k e  b a s in ,  and when th e  bulge occurred  th e  
s tream  p e r s i s te d  In  th e  o ld  c o u rs e , c u t t in g  d eep ly  In to  th e  
h a rd e r  rooks
MIMAL AM) PLANT LIFE '
F e r r i s  n o tic e d  th a t  w ild  l i f e  was abundant In  th e
v a lley *  "The bottom s a re  r i c h  and v erd an t and a re  r e s o r te d
17to  by  g r e a t  numbers of d e e r  and e lk ."  L a te r  t r a v e l in g  
t h r o u ^  th e  v a l le y ,  h i s  p a r ty  k i l l e d  th re e  g r iz z ly  b e a r s ,  
s e v e ra l  g o a ts ,  d e e r ,  and two b u f f a lo e s .  "The l a t t e r ,  how­
e v e r , I s  seldom  found In  t h i s  co u n try , though I t  abounds In  
b la c k  and w h i te - ta i l e d  d e e r ,  e lk ,  sheep , a n te lo p e s .
D eer Lodge V alley  was on th e  o u t s k i r t s  o f th e  b u f fa lo  
re g io n  and very  seldom  d id  th e  b u f fa lo  e n te r ,  thougjh some 
were found In  th e  Big Hole V a lle y . Mullan n o tic e d  la rg e  
numbers of a n te lo p e , m ountain  sheep and g o a ts ,  and re p o r te d
M arius R. Campbell and o th e r s ,  Rie N ortheim  
P a c i f ic  R o u te , P a r t  A. In  Guidebook of th e  W estern l i l t e d  
S t a t e s , 4 v o is .  (W ashlngttm , 1 916), p p . 1Ï3*114.
17 p e r r i a ,  pp. c i t . ,  p .  107.
I b i d . . p .  166 .
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t h a t  th e  v a l le y  was a  " g re a t  r e s o r t  f o r  gam e."^^ The 
s tream s s e r e  a l iv e  s l t h  f i s h  and s e re  s e l l - s to c k e d  on t i l  
a f t e r  1870,
The h i l l s ,  bottom s and sm all parks on th e  m ountains
s e re  covered s i t h  bunch g r a s s ,  r i c h  in  food v a lu e . Red
c lo v e r  g re s  n e a r  th e  s tre a m s . For t r e e s ,  th e re  s e re  th e
s i l l o s s ,  quaking  a sp e n s , c o tto n so o d s , and th e  e v e rg re e n s .
F o re s t  f i r e s  s e re  n o tic e d  as e a r ly  as 1861 and in  1869,
D, L , I r v in e  r e p o r te d  t h a t  th e  f o r e s t  su rro u n d in g  Hock
20C reek Lake had  been e n t i r e l y  d e s tro y e d ,
THE HICfflWAY
The D eer Lodge V a lley  s a s  no t th e  home o f any one 
t r i b e  o f X ndishs b u t s a s  th e  main th o ro u g h fa re  of th e  
Hez P e rc e s ,  P la th e a d s ,  and Pend (h re ille s  to  th e  b u f fa lo  
h u n tin g  g ro u n d s . B efore th e  snos f e l l  each  f a l l  and aga in  
in  th e  s p r in g ,  a  la rg e  a r ra y  o f F la th e ad  In d ia n s  s i t h  t h e i r  
a l l i e s ,  th e  Hez P e rc e s , Pend O r e i l l e s ,  Coeur d*A lenes, and 
YakimaSj s e r e  t r a v e l in g  up th e  D eer Lodge V a lley  to  th e  
so u rce  o f  th e  C la rk  Pork  o f  th e  Colum bia, dosn th e  h ead -
Is a a c  I ,  S te v e n s , R eport of E x p lo ra tio n s  and S ur­
v ey s , to  A s c e r ta in  th e  Most P r a c i i c a f ie ' and Econom ical Éoute 
f o r  a  R a ilro a d  f r ^  th e  M is s is s ip p i klvem  to  tJbie P a c i f ic  ' 
ïïcëanTTSBEirr: "Tn? ^s7rWki£lngüon7T565T,“̂ I V"pp:172, 
B R T "  — --------
Hes S o rth -W est (E a rly  f i l e s  in  Kohrs Memorial 
L ib ra ry , Deer lo d g e ) ,  August 13 , 1869,
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w ate rs  of th e  J e f f e r s o n ,  a c ro s s  th e  Q a l la t ln  p la in s  and 
over the  Bozeman P ass to  th e  b u f fa lo  p la in s  T his was an 
annual b u f fa lo  h u n t to  th e  J u d i th  B asin  or to  th e  p la in s  
of th e  Y ellow stone t o  la y  In  a su p p ly  of m eat. As e a r ly  as 
Septem ber, 1831, Warren F e r r i s  m entioned f in d in g  an encamp­
ment of one hundred  lodges of th e  Pend O re i l le s  In  th e  Deer 
Lodge V a lle y . R iey were l i v i n g  on a d i e t  o f ro o ts  and were 
on t h e i r  way from  th e  F la th e a d  P o s t to  th e  b u f fa lo  h u n tin g  
g r o u n d s . G r a n v i l l e  S tu a r t  In  1860 m entions th e  " v i l la g e s  
of combined Nez P e rc e s , Yakim as, Coeur d*A lenee, and F l a t -  
heads t h a t  p a sse d  ev e ry  f a l l  on t h e i r  way to  th è  p la in s  
o f  th e  M isso u ri and Y ellow stone t o  spend th e  w in te r  .h u n tin g  
b u f f a l o . A g a i n  In  May, 1861, he observes t h a t  "Wine 
P ip es and q u i te  a  number o f  F la th e a d s  passed  (American 
F o rks) on t h e i r  way t o  h u n t b u f fa lo  b u l l s  aa th e  M isso u ri. 
(The In d ia n s  on ly  k i l l  th e  b u l l s  a t  t h i s  tim e of th e  y ea r 
because  th e  cows a lre a d y  have ca lv e s  or soon w i l l  have 
them) ."2 4
2^ F e r r i s ,  0 2 # o lt* »  PP* 109-111.
22 I b i d . . p .  109.
23 G ra n v ille  S tu a r t ,  F o r ty  Y ears on th e  F ro n t ie r  as 
Seen In  th e  Jo u rn a ls  and R em iniscences o r~ G ran v liie  stuarW  
(P au l C. P h i l l i p s ,  e d i t o r ,  ^ v o i s . ,  Ôle v s  la n d , 19P ë), i ,
P 0 167e
24 S tu a r t ,  c i t . .  p .  168.
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The F la th e a d s  and t h e i r  a l l i e s  d id  no t ca re  to  l in g e r  
in  t h e i r  jo u rn ey  up th e  C la rk  Pork due to  the  f a c t  t h a t  th e  
B la c k fe e t ,  Bannocks, and Snakes « e re  c o n s ta n tly  conducting  
h o rse  s t e a l i n g  r a id s  i n  th e  v a l le y .  The F la th e ad  and Hez 
P erces  In d ia n s  « e re  w e ll  su p p lie d  « i th  h o rs e s ;  a  la rg e  
number o f  them  p o sse ss in g  as many as t h i r t y  or f o r ty  each* 
For t h a t  re a so n  th e  B la c k fe e t and th e  Bannocks whenever 
th e y  were in  need  of h o rse s  e n te re d  th e  Deer Lodge V a lley  
in  sm a ll p a r t i e s  to  o b ta in  h o rse s  when th e  F la th e ad s  were 
on t h e i r  way to  th e  b u f fa lo  p l a in s .  The f i e r c e  b a t t l e s  
betw een th e s e  two t r i b e s  to o k  p la c e  on th e  e a s t  s id e  of 
th e  m ountains* The B la c k fe e t m a in ta in ed  th a t  th e  F la th e ad s  
were en c ro ach in g  on t h e i r  h u n tin g  t e r r i t o r y  and la rg e  war 
p a r t i e s  would make f i e r c e  a t ta c k s  on th e  la rg e  camps of th e  
F la th e a d  In d ia n s .
IHDimS
Of th e  t r i b e s  t h a t  t r a v e r s e d  th e  v a l le y ,  th e  F l a t ­
heads and Hez P erces  were th e  most f r ie n d ly  in  t h e i r  
d i s p o s i t io n s  and th e y  were h o n e s t t o  th e  most sc ru p u lo u s 
d e g ree  in  t h e i r  d e a l in g s  w ith  w hite  men* One o u ts ta n d in g
Og
W* H. Smead, Land of th e  F la th ead s  ( S t .  P a u l, 
1 9 0 5 ), p* 55; A lb e r t  J .  p a r to T l ,  e d i to r ,  k e n g a r in i 's  
N a r ra t iv e  of th e  R ockies in  Sources of H orthw est h i s t o r y ,
S o T W m sso u Ia ,"193577 pp*"B7T 5-lg 7 -----------------------
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c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  was t h e i r  d eep ly  r e l ig io u s  n a tu re  and t h e i r
gg
d e s i r e  to  be I n s t r u c te d  In  th e  C h r is t ia n  r e l i g i o n .
The B la c k fe e t were th e  In v e te ra te  fo es  of bo th  th e  
American and B r i t i s h  fu r  t r a p p e rs  and th e  most dangerous 
o f th e  Rocky M ountain I n d ia n s .  They were o u ts tan d in g  
horsem en, g r e a t  h u n te r s ,  and ex trem ely  fond of b r l ^ t  
ornam ents o f d r e s s ,  o f l iq u o r  ax^ of gam bling. F a th e r  De
Smet d e c la re s  th e y  were th e  most "wicked and g r e a te s t
2 7th ie v e s  of a l l  th e  I n d ia n s .  B ext to  th e  B la c k fe e t, th e  
Bannocks were th e  most tre a c h e ro u s  t r i b e .  They were war­
l i k e ,  la w le ss  and th e  t r a p p w s  and em ig ran ts  had many 
h o s t i l e  en co u n te rs  w ith  them .
Hiram  M artin  C h itte n d e n , The American Pur Trade 
of th e  P ar West (2 v o l s . .  New York, , t i ,  p 7  I s S .
87 C h itte n d e n  and R ich ard so n , op. c i t . .  p .  363.
CHAPTER I I  
THE COMING OP THE WHITE MAN 
Lewis and C la rk
In  1803» Thomas J e f f e r s o n  made h is  famous purchase 
o f th e  T e r r i to r y  of L o u is ia n a  and im m ediately l a id  p lan s to  
ex p lo re  t h i s  unknown la n d . C ap ta in  M eriwether Lewis and 
W illiam  C la rk  w ith  t h e i r  p a r ty  d id  not e n te r  th e  Deer Lodge 
V alley»  b u t th e y  d id  e x p lo re  a l l  th e  b o rd e rin g  v a l le y s .  On 
t h e i r  way t o  th e  c o a s t in  1805» th e y  t r a v e le d  th rough  th e  
P r ic k ly  P ea r and th e  B i t t e r  Root V a lle y s . On th e  r e tu r n  
t r i p  from  th e  P a c i f ic  C o ast in  1806» th e  p a r ty  s e p a ra te d  
in  th e  B i t t e r  Root» Lewis go ing  eastw ard  th rough  th e  H e l l -  
g a te  and fo llo w in g  th e  B ig B lackfoo t»  c ro sse d  th e  m ountains 
th ro u g h  th e  p ass  s t i l l  b e a r in g  th e  name» Lewis and C la rk . 
C lark»  tu rn in g  southw ard» made h i s  way th rough  Ross Hole» 
th e  Big Hole» and back  t o  th e  Beaverhead R iv e r . Thus the  
Lewis and C la rk  p a r ty  t r a v e le d  on a l l  s id e s  of th e  D eer 
Lodge V a lle y .
PUR TRADERS AND TRAPPERS
S in ce  th e  e a r ly  e x p lo re rs»  Lewis and C lark» d id  n o t 
t r a v e r s e  D eer Lodge V alley»  th e  f i r s t  w h ite  men to  t r a v e l  
th ro u g h  t h i s  unknown and unexp lo red  re g io n  must have been
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f u r  t r a d e r s  and t r a p p e r s .  The Three Porks re g io n  w ith  i t s  
numerous t r i b u t a r i e s  was th e  b e s t  beaver tra p p in g  grounds 
on th i s  c o n t in e n t .1 T h is would le ad  one to  suppose th a t  
th e  t r a p p e r s  lo o k in g  f o r  b e t t e r  and more h u n tin g  would have 
gone in to  th e  D eer Lodge V a lle y . Many of th e s e  men belong­
in g  to  th e  f u r  com panies and th e  independen t tr a p p e rs  d id  
n o t le a v e  w r i t t e n  accoun ts  of t h e i r  t r a v e l s .  The jo u rn a ls  
in  which th e  Deer Lodge V a lle y  i s  m entioned ii^ply th a t  t h i s  
was no new h u n tin g  ground and th a t  o th e rs  had  been h e re  
e a r l i e r .
D avid T hos^son, a  g r e a t  geographer and e x p lo re r  of 
th e  N orthw est Company, e s ta b l i s h e d  Old Kootenay House, th e  
f i r s t  t r a d in g  p o s t  e r e c te d  by w hite  men on th e  w aters of 
th e  Columbia R iv e r , in  1807. P insn  McDonald was p laced  in  
charge of t h i s  p o s t .  The boundary of th e  IM ited  S ta te s  
had j u s t  been f ix e d  (1797) and th e  N orthw est Coa^any se n t 
Thompson to  su rv ey  lo c a t io n s  f o r  p o s ts .  V h ile  a t  t h i s  
p o s t :
He n o te d  in  h i s  d ia r y  t h a t  th e  K ootenai In d ian s  
to ld  him  ' t h a t  abou t th r e e  weela ago Americans to  th e  
n u a^er o f fo r ty - tw o  a r r iv e d  to  s e t t l e  a  m i l i t a r y  p o s t 
a t  th e  co n flu e n ce  of th e  two most so u th e rn  and con­
s id e r a b le  b ranches o f  th e  Colum bia, and t h a t  th e y  
were p re p a r in g  to  make a sm a ll advance p o s t low er 
down th e  r iv e r #  Two o f  th o se  who were w ith  C ap ta in
^ Hiram M artin  C h itte n d en , The American Pur Trade 
o f th e  P ar West (2 v o l s . .  New York, 1955X V S 6 .
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Lewis were a ls o  w ith  them .
T his may r e f e r  t o  a p a r ty  of Americans b e lie v e d  to  have 
been on th e  Colum bia R iv e r in  1807. A l e t t e r  h as  been found 
in  th e  P u b lic  Records O ffic e  in  London from  an American» 
Jerem y P in c h , ad d ressed  "* to  B r i t i s h  M ercht. t r a f f i c k in g  
w ith  th e  Cabanaw s'^ which asked  th e  B r i t i s h  to  d isc o n tin u e  
fu rn is h in g  arms to  th e  In d ia n s  and made th r e a t s  a g a in s t  
them i f  th e y  d id  n o t obey th e  r e g u la t io n s  s e t  down by th é  
A m ericans*^ T his B r i t i s h  m erchant r e f e r r e d  to  in  t h i s  
l e t t e r  was David %.on^s<m. Jerem y P in c h 's  p a r ty  may have 
been w ith  Ifonuel L is a ,*  who le d  a t r a d in g  and tra p p in g  
p a r ty  up th e  M issou ri R iv e r from  S t .  Louis in  1807. Thonç)- 
8on came as f a r  so u th  as  th e  p re se n t s i t e  o f M issoula on 
F eb ru ary  25 , 1812, and th e n  tu rn e d  n o r th  and v i s i t e d  P la t -  
head L ak e .5
In  November, 1823, A lexander Ross of th e  H udson's 
Bay Company s t a r t e d  w ith  a  t r a p p in g  e x p e d i t im  o f one 
hundred  th i r ty - s e v e n  p eo p le  f o r  th e  so u rces  o f th e  M issouri 
R iv e r . Again t h i s  e x p e d itio n  t r a v e le d  up th e  B i t t e r  R oot,
^ C h a rle s  N o rr is  C ochrane, David Thompson, The 
E x p lo re r  (T o ro n to , 1924), p .  111.
® George W. F u l l e r ,  A H is to ry  of th e  Pa c i f i c  N orth ­
w est (New Y ork, 1 9 3 1 ), p .  7 ? .  ^  ^
* I b i d . . p p . 7 5 -7 6 . '
5 C ochrane, op . c i t . ,  p .  147.
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and s in c e  th e  snow was so deep were ab le  to  c ro ss  th e  
m ountains on ly  a f t e r  tw en ty -one days had been sp e n t b u i ld ­
in g  a  ro a d . Ross m entioned o b se rv in g  h e re  th e  landm ark, 
a  huge rara*s horn  imbedded in  a t r e e .  The In d ian s  reg ard ed  
t h i s  as sa c re d  and alw ays l e f t  beads or some ornament hang­
in g  on i t .  This p a r ty  t r a v e r s e d  th e  Big H o le , c ro ssed  to  
th e  J e f f e r s o n  and th e n  to  th e  Forks of th e  M isso u ri. A fte r  
h u n tin g  and tra p p in g  h e re  w ith  to le r a b le  su c c e s s , th e  p a r ty  
r e tu rn e d  by th e  same ro u te  to  F la th e a d  House in  th e  e a r ly  
p a r t  of 1824.®
In  1824, Je d ed ia h  S. S m ith ,^  a member of A sh ley 's  
p a r ty ,  (A shley  was th e  founder of th e  Rooky Mountain Fur 
Company) s e t  ou t on an e x p e d it io n  and came c lo se  t o  Deer 
Lodge V a lle y  as he c ro sse d  th e  m ountains in to  th e  head­
w a te rs  of th e  Snake. There he f e l l  in  w ith  a  p a r ty  of 
I ro q u o is  under th e  employ of th e  H udson's Bay C oi^any. In  
one way or a n o th e r  h e  o b ta in e d  p o sse ss io n  of t h e i r  cache of 
f u r s  and th e n  h i s  p a r ty  gave th e  In d ia n s  p ro te c t io n  u n t i l  
th e y  found t h e i r  l e a d e r ,  A lexander R oss, in  th e  v i c i n i t y  of
6 A lexander R o ss , The Pur H unters of th e  F ar West 
(2 v o l s . ,  London, 1855), II, p p . 4 -Ï4Ô .
H a rriso n  C l i f f o r d  D a le , The A shley-Sm ith  E xplora­
t io n s  and th e  D isco v ery  of a Central* Route i o  th e  f a c i f i o j  
lë ëé -1 0 2 9  TüTeveiand, 19Î5*)7 PP* 96-lÔ ^. ^
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F la th e a d  P o e t ,  I n s te a d  of fo llo w in g  down th e  C lark  Fork 
to  th e  F la th e a d  country»  th e  Americana and Iro q u o is  c ro sse d  
th e  B i t t e r  Root M ountains I n to  th e  B i t t e r  Root V a lle y , th u s  
p a s s in g  by th e  D eer Lodge V a lle y , Smith was th e  second 
American s in c e  Lewis and C la rk  t o  c ro ss  th e  c o n t in e n ta l  
d iv id e ,  n o r th  and w est o f Three F o rk s , These men could  
e a s i l y  have h u n ted  and tra p p e d  In  th e  Deer Lodge V a lle y  and 
q u i te  l i k e l y  some of t h e i r  In d ia n  employees d id  e n te r  I t .
I t  I s  r a th e r  u n l ik e ly  t h a t  th e s e  men e n te re d  th e  v a l le y  
them selves as th e y  f a i l e d  t o  m ention th e  co n e -llk e  b u t te  
c o n ta in in g  th e  h o t s p r in g s ,  % l s  was a g re a t  c u r io s i ty  to  
th e  newcomers and th o se  o b se rv in g  I t  fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e 
gave d e t a i l e d  d e s c r ip t io n s  of I t ,
The f i r s t  men to  g iv e  us w r i t te n  accounts of e n te r ­
in g  D eer Lodge V a lle y  a re  Warren Angus F e r r i s  and John Work, 
These men r e p re s e n te d  r i v a l  f u r  com panies: the  H udson's Bay
CoB^any and th e  American Fur Company,
The f i r s t  re c o rd  of a w h ite  man e n te r in g  th e  Deer 
Lodge V a lley  ap p ears  t o  be In  th e  jo u rn a l of Warren Angus 
F e r r i s ,  D uring  th e  summer of 1331, F e r r i s  w ith  a  tra p p in g  
p a r ty  f i r s t  met th e  F la th e a d  In d ia n s  on th e  upper Snake 
R iv e r , and th e n  he c ro sse d  over and tra p p e d  In  th e  J e f fe rs o n  
V a lle y  and th e n  on th e  C la rk  F o rk , On September 10, he was 
d e ta in e d  In  th e  Big Hole V a lley  by a sno* sto rm  which d i s ­
appeared  over n ig h t . The n ex t d ay , he l e f t  th e  B ig Hole a t
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th e  n o r th e rn  e x tre m ity  and c ro sse d  to  th e  Deer House P la in s*
On e n te r in g  th e  Deer House P la in s  we were alarm ed 
by the  c ry  of In d ian a  from  th e  advance guard o f th e  
p a r ty ,  b u t a lm ost as q u ic k ly  f re e d  from  apprehension  
by th e  a r r i v a l  o f a  P e n d 'o r i e l l e ,  who gave us to  under­
s ta n d , t h a t  one hundred  lodges of h i s  t r i b e  la y  encamped 
e ig h t  m ile s  below* E a r ly  n ex t day th ey  removed th e i r  
q u a r te r s  and to o k  up a p o s i t io n  in  the  im m ediate v ic in i ty  
of our own, when we a s c e r ta in e d  th a t  they  were on t h e i r  
way from  the  F la th e a d  T rad in g  House of th e  Hudson Bay 
Company to  b u f fa lo  and were l iv in g  upon a mixed d ie t  of 
ro o ts  and e x p e c ta t io n s ,  th e  l a t t e r  in  much th e  l a r g e s t  
p r o p o r t io n - - p la in ly  th e y  were n e a r ly  starv ing*®
On th e  m orning of th e  f i f t e e n t h ,  P e r r is  ' p a r ty  d e ­
p a r te d  so u th eas tw a rd  f o r  th e  J e f f e r s o n  R iver accompanied by 
a l l  th e  In d ian s  and making a  v ery  p ic tu re sq u e  march*
Three thousand  h o rse s  o f  every  v a r ie ty  o f  s iz e  and 
c o lo u r ,  w ith  tra p p in g s  alm ost as v a r ie d  as t h e i r  
ap p e aran ce , e i t h e r  packed o r r id d e n  by a  thousand so u ls  
from  s q u a l l in g  in fa n c y  to  d ec re p id  ag e , t h e i r  persons 
f a n t a s t i c a l l y  ornam ented w ith  s c a r l e t  c o a ts ,  b la n k e ts  
o f a l l  c o lo u rs ,  b u f fa lo  ro b es  p a in te d  w ith  h ideous 
l i t t l e  f ig u r e s ,  resem b lin g  g rassh o p p ers  q u ite  as much 
as men f o r  which th e y  were in te n d e d , and sh eep sk in  
d re s s e s  g a rn ish e d  w ith  p o rcup ine  q u i l l s ,  b ea d s , hawk- 
b e l l s ,  and human h a i r . ^
Two months l a t e r ,  John Work was th e  le a d e r  o f a t r a p ­
p in g  p a r ty  t h a t  s e t  ou t t o  hu n t in  W estern Montana. L ate 
in  th e  even ing  o f O ctober 2 3 , 1831, two men a r r iv e d  a t  h is  
camp n e a r  Potomac from  th e  F la th e a d  camp re p o r t in g  th a t  a  
la rg e  p a r ty  of Americans were a lre a d y  h u n tin g  th e  a re a  
th e y  had s e t  out f o r  and th a t  th ey  had a lre a d y  hun ted
® W. A, F e r r i s ,  L ife  in  th e  R o c ^  M ountains (Pau l 0* 
P h i l l i p s ,  e d i t o r ,  D enver, 1 9 ^ ) ,  p .  109*
9 I b id * ,  p* 111.
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s e v e r a l  b ranches of th e  Ifis so u ri* ^ ^
W ritin g  In  h i s  d ia r y .  Work made th e s e  e n t r i e s • On 
O ctober 29 , a t  Monteur G reek:
Twelve b eav er and o t t e r  were ta k e n . Some of th e  
h u n te rs  were ou t and k i l l e d  two e l k .  Some marks o f th e  
Americans were se e n . The In d ia n s  had hun ted  th e  l i t t l e  
fo rk s  up t h i s  f a r ,  and p ro b ab ly  a l l  above t h i s  i s  hunted  
by A m ericans, so  th a t  n o th in g  i s  l e f t  f o r  u s .
Wear th e  p re s e n t town of H e lm v ille , he ag a in  m entioned th a t
th e  Americans had a lre a d y  been th e re  and though a t  one tim e
th e  b eav er were p l e n t i f u l ,  now th e y  were shy  and very
d i f f i c u l t  to  t r a p .
At Avon, he re c o rd e d :
Some o f th e  p eop le  s e t  a  few trap s* . Some b u f fa lo  
b u l l s  were observed  on th e  h i l l s ,  a  p a r ty  of th e  people 
went a f t e r  them  and k i l l e d  tw o. The meat i s  very  i n ­
d i f f e r e n t ,  b u t n e v e r th e le s s  ac c e p tab le  as p ro v is io n s  
a re  v e ry  s c a rc e  w ith  u s .* *
On th e  f i f t h  of Wo v en d er. W ork's p a r ty  cashed on th e  Deer
Lodge R iv e r  and found good fe e d  f o r  t h e i r  h o r s e s .  Here a
b u f f a lo  b u l l  was k i l l e d ,  b u t even though th e  people were
hungry  th e y  d id  n o t u se  th e  m eat. On the  n ex t d ay , th ey
camped c lo s e  t o  th e  p re s e n t  s i t e  of Deer Lodge and:
Some of th e  p eo p le  s e t  a  few t r a p s ,  l i t t l e  s ig n s  of 
b e a v e r . The Americans h u n ted  h e re  in  th e  summer. The
1® John Work, % e  Jo u rn a l of Jo to  Work (W illiam  S . 
Lewis and P au l G. P h i l l i p s ^  e d i to r s ,  'C leveland , 1923), p . 90 .
I b i d . ,  p .  9 5 .
I b i d . .  p .  98 .
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p eo p le  were o u t h u n tin g  bu t very  l i t t l e  success*  They 
th o u g h t two days ago th a t  b u l ls  would be found every* 
w here, bat th e y  a re  d i s ap p o in te d *13
Worl^ caiqped on D e ^ s e y  G reek, ag a in  com plained th a t  t h i s
co u n try  was fo rm e rly  r i c h  in  b e a v e r , b u t now th e  beaver
were s c a rc e  as a  r e s u l t  of t ra p p in g  by bo th  In d ian s  and
Americans*
Warm S p rin g s  was t h e i r  n e x t encashment as th e y :
Marched two and o n e -fo u r th  h o u rs , e ig h t m iles 8 . 8 . E. 
up th e  r i v e r  to  th e  h o t s p r in g . The ro ad  good th rough  
a  f in e  p l a i n .  The men v £ a i t ^  t h e i r  t r a p s  which had 
been in  th e  w a te r  two n ig h ts ,  tw enty-tw o beaver were 
ta k e n .  N o tw ith s ta n d in g , t h a t  t h i s  q u a r te r  has been 
r e c e n t ly  h u n ted  b o th  by th e  In d ia n s  and Am ericans, th e re  
a r e  s t i l l  some b e a v e r , bu t hav ing  been so  l a t e l y  hun ted  
th e y  a re  v ery  sh y , m oreover, th e  dams and sm all fo rk s  
a re  f r e e z in g  up so t h a t  th e y  cannot be ta k e n . S ev era l 
o f th e  p eo p le  were in  th e  m ountains h u n tin g  sheep , and 
k i l l e d  f i v e . 14
On Noveaber t e n th ,  th e y  l e f t  th e  Deer Lodge V alley  by
c ro s s in g  over th e  Deer Lodge P ass t o  th e  re g io n  d ra in e d  by
th e  M is so u ri.
From re a d in g  th e s e  e x c e rp ts  of h is  d ia r y ,  i t  is  
e v id e n t t h a t  J ^ m  f o r k  w ith  h i s  p a r ty  of t r a p p e rs  e n te re d  
th e  Deer Lodge V a lley  a t  th e  Ju n c tio n  o f th e  L i t t l e  B lack - 
f o o t  w ith  th e  C la rk  F o rk , tra p p e d  and hun ted  up th e  v a l le y  
tow ards th e  so u th e rn  e x tre m ity , p a s s in g  Dempsey G reek,
13 Work, op . c i t . ,  p . 99*
14 i b i d . .  p .  100 .
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Warm S p rin g s , and th e n  c ro ssed  th e  m otm tains to  th e  sou rces 
o f th e  M issouri*  H is p a r ty  found a p l e n t i f u l  supply  of feed  
f o r  th e  h o rse s  in  th e  v a l le y ,  b u t th e  beaver were very  
s c a rc e  and d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r a p .
August 4 , 1830, S m ith , S u b le t te ,  and Jackson of th e  
Rooky M ountain Pur Company so ld  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  t o  Thomas 
P i t z p a t r io k ,  James B r id g e r , M ilton  S . S u b le t te ,  Henry F raeb , 
and Jean  B a p t is te  G e rv a is . Thomas F i t z p a t r i c k ,  a f u r  t r a d e r ,  
was r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  of t h i s  e r a .  He was among a p a r ty  o f men 
t h a t  d isc o v e re d  South P ass in  March, 1824. He became a le a d e r  
of bands o f t r a p p e r s ,  became th e  head of th e  Rocky Mountain 
Pur Gonpany, was an  e x c e l l e n t  In d ia n  f i g h t e r ,  guided th e  
f i r s t  two em ig ran t t r a i n s  to  th e  W estern C oast by th e  
Oregon T r a i l  end a l s o  le d  F a th e r  De Smet as f a r  as F t .  H a l l ,  
From h i s  governm ent r e p o r t s  he seemed a h ig h ly  i n t e l l i g e n t  
and f a i r l y  w e ll ed u ca ted  m a n . 15 A nother o u ts tan d in g  le a d e r  
of t h i s  Rocky M ountain Fur Company was th e  a b le  h u n te r ,  
g u id e , and m oun ta iner o f  th e  W est, James B r id g e r . In  th e  
w in te r  of 1831*32, th e  p e a c e fu l days o f th e s e  two men 
tra p p in g  in  th e  Powder R iv e r were s h a t te r e d  by a strem ge 
company of w h ite s  fo llo w in g  t h e i r  t r a i l  and f i n a l l y  camp* 
in g  w ith  them . T his was a  p a r ty  of th e  r i v a l  f i rm , A s to r 's
*1 Leroy R. HafCn, Broken Hand. The L ife  S to ry  of 
Thomas F i t z p a t r i c k  (D enver, iU S l) ,  p .  v .
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Amerloaa Pur Cong)any, le d  by th e  a b le ,  and d a r in g  W illiam  
Henry V anderburgh and Andrew D rip e , Warren P e r r is  was 
w orking fo r  th e  American Pur Coi^any and was a member of 
th e  V anderburg and D rip s  p a r ty .
S in ce  th e  American Pur Company*s le a d e rs  were not 
f a m i l i a r  w ith  t h i s  c o u n try , th e y  determ ined  to  keep c lo se  on 
th e  t r a i l  o f th e  v e te ra n  le a d e r s ,  P i tz p a t r io k  and B rid g e r , 
th u s  making th e  r i v a l  le a d e r s  t h e i r  u n w illin g  gu ides to  th e  
h a u n ts  of th e  b e a v e r . A lready  th e  Rocky Mountain Pur Company 
had t r i e d  t o  shake them  o f f  and th en  had proposed a d iv is io n  
o f t e r r i t o r y  a t  P i e r r e 's  Hole b u t t o  no a v a i l . S t i l l  
B r id g e r  and F i t z p a t r i c k  hoped to  g e t  away from  t h e i r  r i v a l s  
a s  th e  s u p p lie s  of th e  American Fur Conqpany had no t a r r iv e d
F i t z p a t r i c k  and B r id g e r , eag er to  e lude  Vanderburgh 
and D r ip s , h u r r ie d ly  s e t  out w ith  t h e i r  men from 
P i e r r e 's  Hole no rthw ard  f o r  H en ry 's  Pork of th e  Snake, 
in te n d in g  to  c ro ss  th e  C o n tin e n ta l D iv ide and again  
invade th e  B lao k fo o t re g io n  of th e  upper M isso u ri. 
T hinking th em selv es  s a fe  from  p u r s u i t ,  th e y  t r a v e le d  
slo w ly  on th e  way. But th e  r i v a l s  were not to  be 
throw n from  th e  t r a c k .  . . .  V a n d e rb u rg . . . w ith  
D rip s  and th e  rem ain d er of h i s  men s e t  ou t about August 
6 , (1852) fo llo w in g  f a s t  on th e  h e e ls  of F i t z p a t r i c k 's  
company. They soon came to  w ith in  h a i l in g  d is ta n c e
of t h e i r  q u a r r y . 18
C lo se ly  th e y  dogged th e  fo o ts te p s  of F i t z p a t r i c k 's
18 H afen , 0£ .  c i t . , p .  90 . 
I b i d . . p .  91 .
I b i d . , p .  102 .
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men* Ko ru s e  m is led  them , and ev ery  movement was a t  
once d e te c te d  and fo llow ed*  Both p a r t i e s  reach ed  the  
T hree Forks r e g io n ,  and h e re  F i tz p a t r ic k  and B rid g e r 
lo s in g  a l l  p a t ie n c e ,  r e s o lv e d  to  cease tra p p in g  and 
le a d  t h e i r  r i v a l s  on a f u t i l e  chase th rough  a co u n try  
d e s t i t u t e  of beaver*
They accord irg iy  to o k  up t h e i r  l in e  of im rch down th e  
cou rse  o f th e  M isso u ri keep ing  th e  main B laokfoot T r a i l ,  
and tram ping  dogged ly  forw ard  w ithou t s to p p in g  to  s e t  
a s in g le  t r a p .  The o th e rs  b e a t th e  hoof a f t e r  them f o r  
some tim e , b u t by d eg rees  began to  p e rce iv e  th e  w ild  
goose chase* !*
In  th e  m eantim e, F e r r i s  was se n t to  th e  head of th e  
Salmon R iv er to  f in d  th e  F la th e a d  In d ian s  and then  was o rd e r­
ed to  r e jo in  h i s  companions in  th e  Big Hole* From th e  
summit of th e  Rocky M ountains oq August 2 6 th , he re c e iv e d  
a t h r i l l  o f  p le a s u re  as he surveyed  th e  p r a i r i e s  b o rd e rin g  
th e  Salmon R iv er on th e  one s id e  and th e  f e r t i l e  v a l le y  of 
th e  Wisdom R iv e r  on th e  o th e r*  On th e  day fo llo w in g , a
b la c k ta i le d  d e e r  was k i l l e d  and th e  t r a i l  and encan%)ment
20of th e  Rocky M ountain Fur Company was n o ticed *
In  c ro s s in g  th e  B ig Hole V a lley  to  th e  n o r th e rn  
e x tre m ity  a  v a r i e ty  o f  game was seen —b e a r s ,  a n te lo p e s , d e e r ,  
and g r e a t  numbers o f duck* On th e  fo u r th  of Movember, th e  
p a r ty  p assed  in to  th e  "D eer-house p la in s "  and aga in  saw th e  
t r a i l  and s e v e ra l  encampments of th e  Rocky Mountain Fur
W ashington I r v in g ,  The A dventures o f  C ap ta in  
B o n n ev ille  (New York, 1868), p* 13Ô*
P e r r i s ,  0£* c i t *. p* 162.
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Cos^any, «hen th e y  f i r s t  e n te re d  th ey  found no game bu t 
l a t e r  th e y  saw an abundance of d e e r , a n te lo p e , and mountain 
sh e ep .
They k i l l e d  two b u f fa lo  w hile  h e re  which was unusual 
as b u f fa lo  were seldom  found h e re  though moose, d e e r ,  e lk ,  
sh eep , and a n te lo p e  were seen in  la rg e  num bers. F e r r i s  made 
ju s t  a  b r i e f  s ta te m e n t concern ing  th e  Deer Lodge V alley  on 
t h i s  o c c a s io n , inasmuch as he had a lre a d y  g iven  a d e ta i l e d  
d e s c r ip t io n  when he observed  i t  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e th e  
p ro ceed in g  y e a r .  A f te r  fo llo w in g  up th e  B laokfoot R iv er 
and p a s s in g  over th e  m o u n ta in s , th ey  lo c a te d  B rid g er and 
F i t z p a t r i c k  on D earborn R iv er and camped w ith  them th e r e .  
F e r r i s  n ev e r m entioned th e  r i v a l r y  th a t  e x is te d  between th e  
two g ro u p s .
At t h i s  p o in t .  D rip s  a t  th e  head of f i f t y  men p u r­
sued B rid g e r and F i t z p a t r i c k  up th e  M issouri to  th e  Three 
Forks w h ile  V anderburgh w ith  a  p a r ty  in c lu d in g  F e r r is  went 
in  s e a rc h  of new f u r  c o u n try . CM th e  se v en te en th  of Septem­
b e r  in  r a p id ly  f a l l i n g  snow V a n d e rb u rg  descended th e  
m ountain and e n te re d  th e  "Deer House P l a i n s .” From th e re  
th e  p a r ty  c ro sse d  to  th e  Three Forks end V anderburc^ began 
tra p p in g  on th e  Madison R iv e r . On O ctober t h i r t e e n t h ,  he
21 P e r r i s ,  op. c i t . .  p .  166.
22 I b i d . , p .  166 .
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c ro sse d  over to  A lder C reek and canned and th en  on th e  
fo u r te e n th  moved down to  th e  S tin k in g  w ater where he became 
aware of In d ia n  sig n s*  With s ix  men, in c lu d in g  F e r r i s ,  he 
s e t  ou t to  su rv ey  th e  In d ia n  s i t u a t i o n  and was ambushed 
about s ix  m ile s  away* V anderburgh 's  h o rse  was s h o t under 
him  w h ile  th e  o th e r  men tu rn e d  and rac e d  f o r  camp* F e r r is  
re c e iv e d  a  sev e re  wound in  th e  shou lder*  One o th e r  man a 
F rench  voyageur. P i lo u ,  was a ls o  k i l l e d  a t  t h i s  tim e.^®  
B rid g e r and F i t z p a t r i c k  had a b ru sh  w ith  th e  B la c k fe e t and 
B rid g e r  r e c e iv e d  an arrow head in  h i s  sh o u ld e r which rem ained 
u n t i l  Marcus Whitman removed i t  th r e e  y ea rs  la te r* ^ *
The n e x t y e a r  F e r r i s  sp e n t w ith  th e  F la th ead  In d ia n s , 
and w h ile  t r a v e l in g  th ro u g h  th e  Deer Lodge V alley  w ith  a 
group o f  t r a p p e r s  and accompanied by a camp of F la th e ad  
In d ia n  on t h e i r  way t o  th e  b u f f a lo ,  he came upon an In d ian  
le tte r* ^ ®
In  th e  f i r s t  p la c e ,  a  sm a ll e x te n t of ground was 
smoothed and a map of th e  ju n c tio n  of th r e e  r iv e r s  
draw n. Wear them were th e n  p la ce d  s e v e ra l  l i t t l e  
mounds, and a  sm a ll sq u are  e n c lo su re  made of p o in te d  
tw ig s , p la n te d  c lo se  to g e th e r ,  in  th e  c e n te r  of which 
i s  a  s t i c k  c o n s id e ra b ly  lo n g e r  th an  th e  o th e rs  was 
f ix e d  u p r ig h t  in  th e  ground , having  a b i t  of ra g  
fa s te n e d  to  i t  a t  top* A g r e a t  many l i t t l e  c o n ic a l
23 P e r r i s ,  op. c i t . ,  p p . 170*178; Mrs* F rances 
F u l le r  V ic to r ,  The R iv e r of th e  West (H a rtfo rd , 1869), 
pp* 130-132*
24 H afen , 0£* c i t *> p . 105*
25 P e r r i s ,  0 £* c i t . .  p .  231*
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heaps of e a r th  were a rran g ed  round th e  e n c lo s u re , and 
re d  e a r th  s c a t t e r e d  p ro fu s e ly  among them. At th e  en­
tr a n c e  to  th e  en c lo su re  were th e  f ig u re s  o f two persons 
s ta n d in g , one o f whom had on a h a t  and was re p re se n te d  
In  th e  a c t  of smoking* Behind him la y  a sm all bunch o f 
h o r s e h a ir  r o l l e d  up and p la c e d  on a p iece  o f tobacco*
At th e  f e e t  of th e  o th e r  were fo u r  l i t t l e  wooden p ip e s , 
and by h is  s id e  a b i t  of d re s se d  sk in  c o n ta in in g  a few 
g ra in s  of powder. Near th e s e  persons were two s t i c k s  
s tu c k  In  th e  ground so as to  c ro ss  each o th e r a t  r ig h t  
a n g le s , a sm all s t i c k  was a ls o  p la n te d  In th e  ground 
a t  th e  fo o t  o f each  of th e  two f ig u re s  making and ang le 
w ith  th e  e a r th  of f o r t y - f i v e  d e g re e s , and p o in tin g  
tow ards th e  o th e r  * There were a lso  a m u ltitu d e  of 
l i t t l e  f ig u r e s  of men c lu s te r e d  around them* E ig h t or 
te n  paces o f f  were t h i r t y  l i t t l e  s t i c k s  p a in te d  re d , 
ly in g  on th e  ground* B i ts  o f s c a r l e t  b la n k e ts  and c lo th  
were s c a t t e r e d  a b o u t, and f i n a l l y ,  seven sm all f ig u re s  
r e p r e s e n t in g  horsem en fa c in g  th e  n o r th ,  were arran g ed  
a t  a  l i t t l e  d istance**®
T his com m unication was c l e a r ly  In ten d ed  to  f r ig h te n  and
warn th e  F la th e a d s  a g a in s t  h u n tin g  on th e  so u rces  of th e
M is so u ri ,
ü h ls  m essage e lo q u e n tly  to ld  th e  F la th ead s  th a t  a 
t r a d in g  p o s t ,  which was w e ll su p p lie d , had been e re c te d  a t  
th e  Three Forks and t h a t  enemy In d ia n s  were assem bling  In  
la rg e  numbers around th e  f o r t*  L ast sp r in g  th e y  had 
sc a lp e d  t h i r t y  of th e  F la th e a d s  and th e y  would do th e  same 
w ith  any t h a t  v en tu red  In to  th e  Three Forks reg io n  a g a in . 
T his was s ig n e d  by seven Blood (B la ck fee t)  In d ian s  on 
h o rses*  The F la th e a d  c h ie f  gave a b r i e f  g lance  a t  t h i s  
message and u t te r e d  "es  whau," (may be) and tu rn ed  h is
26 P e r r i s ,  op* c i t * , pp* 321-323*
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a t t e n t io n  to  o th e r  a f f a i r s .
E i ^ t  y e a rs  l a t e r .  F a th e r  P. J .  De Smet^® secured  
s u f f i c i e n t  funds f o r  making up h is  o u t f i t  and s e t  out from 
S t .  L o u is , A p r i l  30 , 1841, on h i s  way back to  th e  Rocky 
M ountains. H is con^anions were th e  f a t h e r s , Gregory 
M en g arin i, a Roman, and N ich o las  P o in t ,  a Vendean, and th e  
Lay B ro th e rs  Joseph  S p e ch t, W illiam  C lo esse n s , and C harles 
H u e t. A ll belonged  to  th e  S o c ie ty  o f J e s u s .  In  a d d itio n  
to  th e  h o rse s  and pack  a n im a ls , t h e i r  t r a v e l in g  o u t f i t  con­
s i s t e d  of th r e e  c a r t s  and one wagon drawn by o% team s. 
"T h ese ,"  w r i te s  F a th e r  P a la d in o , "were th e  f i r s t  wagons 
and oxen b r o u ^ t  in to  M ontana,"^9 and th e  f i r s t  to  t r a v e rs e  
th e  Deer Lodge V a lle y .
Taking le av e  of th e  em igran t t r a i n  w ith  which he had 
t r a v e le d  a t  F t .  H a l l ,  F a th e r  De Smet fo llow ed  th e  Snake 
R iv e r ,  c ro sse d  th e  c o n t in e n ta l  d iv id e  and d ir e c te d  h is  
co u rse  to  th e  B eaverhead . On August 30, he was met by th e  
main body of th e  F la th e a d  In d ia n s  and was e s c o r te d  by th e  
In d ia n s  th ro u g h  th e  D eer Lodge V a lley  where th e  warm sp rin g  
mound im m edia te ly  drew h i s  a t t e n t i o n .  F a th e r De Smet
27 F e r r i s ,  op.  c i t . ,  p p . 323*324.
' Lawrence B. P a la d in o , In d ia n  and White in  th e  
N orthw est (L a n cas te r ,P a ., 1 922 ), pp . 37-SÔ.
I b i d . .  p . 38
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co n tin u ed  down th e  C la rk  Fork» u n t i l  he reached  th e  s i t e  of 
M isso u la . Here he tu rn e d  so u th  and com pleted h i s  journey  
n e a r  th e  p re se n t town o f S tev en sville*®®
Lewis and C la rk , David Thompson, Jed ed iah  Sm ith , 
Jerem y P in ch , and A lexander Ross were a l l  e a r ly  e x p lo re rs  
and t r a d e r s  t h a t  were in  th e  v i c i n i t y  of th e  Deer Lodge 
V a lle y  bu t from  t h e i r  w r i t te n  accoun ts th e s e  men d id  n o t 
a c tu a l ly  e n te r  i t *
W arren F e r r i s  in  h i s  d e s c r ip t io n  of th e  Deer Lodge 
V a lley  d e s ig n a te d  th e  Deer Lodge R iv er as th e  "La R iv ie re  
des p i e r r e s  a  f l e c h e s ,"  which in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  French 
or F rench  C anadians had been in  t h i s  reg io n  and had named 
th e  r iv e r *  Thus th e y  m ust have been th e  f i r s t  w hite  men 
t r a v e l in g  th ro u j^  th e  v a lle y *
The In d ia n s  used  t h i s  as a  highw ay. Why d id  n o t 
more f u r  t r a p p e r s  and t r a d e r s  u se  i t ?  The answer to  t h i s  
q u e s tio n  l i e s  in  th e  b a r r i e r s  formed by th e  m oun ta in s.
From th e  e a s t  th e  h ig h  P ip e s to n e  Pass and th e  H ullan  P a ss , 
were h ig h  and d i f f i c u l t  p a s se s  over which to  t r a v e l ,  w hile  
from  th e  so u th  th e r e  was th e  low Deer Lodge P a s s . Rie 
e a r ly  s e t t le m e n ts  were a t  F t .  Owen and F la th ead  P o s t and 
th e  Deer Lodge V a lley  was n o t on th e  main ro u te s  of t r a n s ­
p o r ta t io n  from  W alla W alla , F t .  H a l l ,  and F t .  Benton to
30 P a l la d in o ,  0£ .  c i t . , p . 39.
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th e s e  p o s ts*  The ro u te  from  Three Porks fo llo w ed  th e  
J e f f e r s o n  and B eaverhead R iv e rs  and over th e  Big Hole Pass 
in to  th e  B i t t e r  Root V a lley  or from th e  Beaverhead over 
th e  Lemhi P ass i n to  Idaho  and over th e  Nes P erces Pass*
From th e  n o r th e a s t ,  th e s e  two p o s ts  cou ld  e a s i ly  be reached  
by fo llo w in g  th e  Big B laok foo t R iver to  th e  C la rk  Pork*
Prom th e  e a r ly  re c o rd s  i t  i s  known th a t  John Work, 
W arren F e r r i s ,  Thomas F i t z p a t r i c k ,  Jim  B rid g e r , W illiam  
Henry V a n d e rb u rg , Andrew D rip s , and F a th e r  De Smet a c tu a l ly  
e n te re d  and t r a v e r s e d  th e  D eer Lodge V a lle y . These men have 
made very  l i t t l e  mark o r n o ta b le  c o n tr ib u t io n  in  i t s  h i s to r y  
as  none o f them  l in g e re d  o r rem ained h e r e ,  bu t th ey  have 
g iven  th e  f i r s t  w r i t t e n  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  th e  v a l le y  and th e  
acco u n ts  o f  th e  e a r ly  w h ite  men e n te r in g  i t .
No o th e r  re c o rd s  m ention ing  th e  Deer Lodge V alley  
were found betw een th e  tim e of F a th e r  De Smet*s journey  
in  1841, and a Journey  made by Major John Owen in  A p r i l ,  
1851* At t h i s  tim e  Major Owen was going  to  W alla W alla 
v ia  P o r t  H a ll  a f t e r  s u p p l i e s .
Came over to  D eer Lodge fo rk  tr a v d  in  a l l  today  
abou t 15 m iles*  Caught some 50 f in e  specked t r o u t  
One of our Lodges tu rn e d  back th i s  morning le a v in g  
us number now S ix  Lodges We a re  cax#ed on D. L . 
f k  p assed  one of th e  In d ia n  Roads to  B u ff, c a l le d  
V e rm illio n  ro ad
Tuesday 22” R a ised  canp l a t e  t h i s  Morning i t  . 
b e in g  r a in e y  we c ro ssed  in to  D . L. fk  found D. Lodge 
i t  i s  q u i te  a  sm a ll B u tte  in  th e  p r a i r i e  w ith  b o i l in g
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s p r in g  on th e  to p  I  know n o th in g  of th e  q u a l i t i e s  of 
th e  w ater
Wednesday 23 d .  . • C rossd th e  d iv id e  between th e  
w a te rs  of th e  Columbia & Missouzl (p eer Lodge P a s s ] . Our 
camp on a sm all s tream  th e  f i r s t  w ater o f th e  Mo. we 
have been on s in c e  le a v in g  f o r t . 31
The f u r  t r a d e r s  abandoned t h i s  reg io n  a f t e r  1833 bu t 
n o t th e  e n t i r e  s t a t e .  In  th e  p e r io d  from  1840 to  1860» th ey  
c o n c e n tra te d  on th e  Upper M issouri and th e  Y ellow stone, 
a lth o u g h  th e  beaver d id  no t p la y  out in  th e  Deer Lodge 
V a lley  u n t i l  1846-47.®^
31 John Owen, The Jo u rn a ls  and L e tte r s  o f Ifa jo r John 
Owen, 1850- 1871. (Seymour bunbar and f^aul 67 P E i l l i p s , 
e d i t  o r s ) , ( 2  v o i s . ,  P o r t la n d , M aine, 1927), 1 , p p . 29 -3 0 .
32 A r t ic le  by G ra n v ille  S tu a r t  in  th e  New N orth-W est 
(Deer L odge), J u ly  14, 1876.
CHAPTER I I I  
DISCOVERY OP GOLD 
F ra n co is  F in la y
F ra n co is  F in la y l  has been g iven  th e  c r e d i t  o f d i s ­
co v erin g  th e  f i r s t  g o ld  in  Mcmtana in  1852 a t  Gold Greek, 
t h o u ^  in  l a t e r  y e a rs  G ra n v ille  S tu a r t  claim ed t h i s  d i s ­
covery  f o r  h i s  p a rty *  S tu a r t* s  f i r s t  v e rs io n  of th e  d i s ­
covery  of g o ld  and th e  most a c c u ra te  i s  as fo llo w s :
Bout th e  y ea r 1852, a  French h a l f -b re e d  from  Red 
r i v e r  of th e  n o r th ,  named F ra n co is  F in la y , bu t commonly 
known by th e  s o b r iq u e t  o f "B enetsee ,*  who had been to  
C a l i f o r n i a ,  began t o  " p ro s p e c t” on a branch  of th e  
H e l lg a te ,  now known as Gold Creek* He found sm all 
q u a n t i t i e s  o f l i g b t  f l o a t  go ld  in  th e  su rfa c e  along 
t h i s  s tre a m , b u t n o t in  s u f f i c i e n t  abundance to  pay*
T his became n o ise d  about among th e  m oun ta ineers ; and 
when Reese A nderson, my b ro th e r  Jam es, and I ,  were 
d e lay ed  by s ic k n e s s  a t  th e  head o f  Naiad C reek , on 
th e  H udspeths o u t t - o f f ,  a s  we were on our way from  
C a l i f o r n ia  to  th e  s t a t e s  in  th e  summer of 1857, we saw 
some men who had  p assed  ”B enetsee*s c r e e k ,” as i t  was 
th en  c a l l e d ,  in  1856, and th ey  s a id  th e y  had got good 
p ro s p e c ts  t h e r e , and as we had an in c l in a t io n  to  see 
a l i t t l e  m ountain l i f e ,  we concluded to  go out to  th a t  
r e g io n , and w in te r ,  and lo o k  around a  l i t t l e *  We a c ­
c o rd in g ly  w in te re d  on B ig-H ole , j u s t  above th e  ”Back­
b o n e ,” in  coB^any w ith  R obert Dempsey, Jake Ifeeks, and 
o th e r s ;  and in  th e  sp r in g  of 1858, we went over to
Deer Lodge and p ro sp e c te d  a  l i t t l e  on "B e n e tse e 's  c r e e k ,”
b u t no t hav ing  any "g ru b ” or to o ls  to  work w ith , we soon
q u i t  in  d i s g u s t ,  w ith o u t h av in g  found any th ing  t h a t
would pay , o r done enough t o  enab le  us to  form  a
^ G ra n v ille  S tu a r t ,  Montana As I t  I s ,  W ritten  in  
1865 by G ra n v ille  S tu a r t  (P au l Ù. pETllOlps, e d i t o r ,  in  
Sources o f N orthw est B is to r y , Ho* 16, M issou la , 1931), p , 4*
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r e l i a b l e  e s tim a te  o f th e  r ic h n e s s  of t h i s  v i c in i t y .^
S tu a r t  w ro te t h i s  account in  1866. E leven y ea rs  l a t e r ,  
(1876) he added s e v e r a l  f a c t s  in  an o th er w r i t in g ,  bu t 
r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  form er s ta tem en t th a t  F ran co is  F in la y  was th e  
f i r s t  d is c o v e re r  o f gold#
In  th e  s p r in g  o f 1856, a  p a r ty  among whom were R obert 
H e re fo rd , l a t e  of H elen a , John Saunders c a l le d  Long John, 
B i l l  Madison and one o r  two o th e rs  who were panning 
B enetsee  c re e k  on t h e i r  way t o  S a l t  Lake from  th e  B i t t e r  
Root v a l le y  where th e y  had sp e n t th e  w in te r  t r a d in g  w ith  
th e  I n d ia n s , and p ro s p e c tin g  a l i t t l e  found more gold  
th a n  had been  o b ta in ed  by F in la y . One p ie c e  weighed 
abou t te n  ce n ts  and th e y  gave i t  to  o ld  C ap ta in  G ran t,  
who used  to  show i t  up to  th e  tim e of h i s  d ea th  in  1862 
as  th e  f i r s t  p ie c e  of go ld  found in  th e  co u n try .^
However when he w rote h i s  J o u rn a ls ,  F o rty  Years on 
th e  F r o n t i e r , he assumed an o th e r  v ie w p o in t•
On May 2 ,  1858, James S tu a r t ,  Reece A nderson, Thomas 
Adams, and m yse lf packed up th e  to o ls  we h ad , which was 
an old  sq u a re  p o in te d  spade w ith  th e  hand-ho ld  broken 
ou t o f th e  to p  o f th e  h a n d le , t h a t  Adams had found in  
h i s  wagon when he had bought i t  in  S a l t  Lake, and a t i n  
b read  pan th a t  we had b rough t w ith  us from  C a l i f o rn ia  
and s t a r t e d  fdk" B enetsee c re e k  on a  p ro sp e c tin g  t r i p .
We fo llo w ed  up th e  c re e k  about f iv e  m iles  c a re fu l ly  
s e a rc h in g  f o r  any p ro sp e c t o r ev idence o f p ro sp ec tin g  
b u t found n o th in g . N ear th e  bank of th e  c reek  a t  th e  
fo o t  o f th e  m ountain we sunk a  h o le  about f iv e  f e e t  
deep and found te n  c e n ts  in  f i n e  gold  to  th e  pan of 
sand and g r a v e l .  This convinced us t h a t  th e re  were 
r i c h  g o ld  mines in  t h i s  v i c i n i t y ,  bu t as we had no
^ G ra n v ille  S tu a r t ,  Montana As I t  l £ .  W ritten  in  
1865 by G ra n v ille  S tu a r t  (P au l Ô. f h ïT l Ip s ,  e d i to r ,  fh  
Sources of N orthw est H iT to ry , No. 16 , M issou la , 1931 . 4 -5 .
3 G ra n v ille  S tu a r t ,  “A H is to r ic a l  Sketch  o f Deer 
Lodge C ounty, V a lle y  and C i ty ,  J u ly  4 , 1876 ,” in  Montana 
C o n tr ib u t io n s ,  I I ,  p . 121.
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to o ls  or p ro v is io n s  s e  coaid  no t do much p ro sp e c tin g . 
R iis  p ro sp e c t h o le  dug by us was th e  f i r s t  p ro sp e c tin g  
f o r  go ld  done in  what i s  now Montana and t h i s  i s  th e  
account of th e  f i r s t  r e a l  d isc o v e ry  o f gold w ith in  th e  
s t a t e . ^
In  s p i t e  of S t u a r t 's  re p u d ia tio n  of B enetsee F in la y 's  
a s s e r t io n  th a t  he  was th e  f i r s t  to  d isc o v e r  g o ld , F in la y  had 
a  s ta u n c h  f r i e n d  in  Duncan McDonald,^ son of Angus McDonald, 
who s t r o n g ly  su p p o rted  him in  h i s  c la im .
The S tu a r ts  rem ained a t  B enetsee Greek on ly  long 
enough to  s in k  one p ro sp e c t h o le  and to  f in d  out th a t  go ld  
was th e r e .
We th e n  went back  to  th e  Em igrant ro ad , and r e ­
mained th e re  t r a d in g  w ith  th e  em igran ts over two y e a rs , 
v e ry  f r e q u e n t ly  ta lk in g  of th e  p r o b a b i l i ty  o f th e re  
b e in g  good mines in  Deer Lodge, u n t i l  in  th e  f a l l  of 
1860, we moved out to  th e  mouth o f th e  S tink ing-W ater 
r i v e r ,  (Ruby Creek) in te n d in g  t o  w in te r  th e r e ,  and go 
over and t r y  our lu c k  p ro sp e c tin g  in  th e  s p r in g . But 
th e  In d ia n s  became in s o le n t  and began to  k i l l  our 
c a t t l e ,  when we moved o v e r , l a t e  in  th e  f a l l ,  and 
s e t t l e d  down a t  th e  mouth of ^Gold C reek ,"  and began 
to  p ro sp ec t.®
4 G ra n v ille  S tu a r t ,  F o r ty  Y ears on th e  F ro n t ie r  
as Seen in  th e  Jouyna ls  and R ém iniscences of G ra n v ille  
S T u art (p a u ï Ô.' P h i l l i p s ,  e d i t o r ,  ë v o l s . , *7TLeveland, 
TO 5T7 I ,  p .  136.
6 S t u a r t , F o r ty  Y ears on th e  F r o n t i e r ,  op. c i t . ,  
p p . 138-139. :
6 S tu a r t ,  Montana As I t  I s , op . c i t . ,  pp . 4 -6 .
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GOLD TOM
A few months e a r l i e r  in  th e  suBsaer of  1860, Henry 
Thomas’̂  or "Gold Tom," as he became f a m i l ia r ly  known, a r ­
r iv e d  from  Pend O re i l le  Lake to  p ro sp e c t on B enetsee C reek , 
one m ile  w est of P io n e e r . He r e lo c a te d  th e  S tu a r t  d ig g in g s 
and g o t th e  same r e s u l t s  when he panned—te n  ce n ts  a pan . 
Enormous g r a n i te  b o u ld e rs  in  th e  c re e k  bed fo rc e d  him to  
s in k  a s h a f t  tw en ty  f e e t  deep about tw e n ty -f iv e  o r t h i r t y  
y a rd s  to  th e  s id e  of th e  c re e k . To remove th e  d i r t  and 
g ra v e l from  t h i s  s h a f t ,  he made h i s  own w in d la ss : he
Hewed o u t and p inned  to g e th e r  w ith  wooden p in s  and 
bound around  w ith  a p ic k e t  ro p e , a bucket w ith  which 
he h o is te d  th e  d i r t  w h ile  s in k in g  th e  s h a f t .  He would 
s l i d e  down th e  ro p e , f i l l  th e  b u e l» t w ith  g r a v e l ,  
th e n  clim b  up a no tched  p o le  a id ed  by th e  w ind lass 
ro p e , and h o i s t  th e  bucket o f g ra v e l .  He encoun tered  
many b o u ld e rs  to o  la rg e  to  go in to  th e  b u c k e t. Around 
th e s e  he would pu t a rope  and w ind lass them o u t.  . . .  
He a ls o  hewed ou t boards e ig h t  inches wide and about 
seven  f e e t  lo n g  and made fo u r  l i t t l e  s lu ic e  box es .
He had no n a i l s ,  b u t p u t them  to g e th e r  w ith  wooden 
p e g s . He p la c e d  them  n e a r  h i s  s h a f t  and th e n  dug a 
d i td h  from  th e  c re e k  around to  th e  s lu ic e  boxes, 
where he washed th e  g ra v e l from  h is  s h a f t  and some of 
th e  s u r fa c e  d i r t .  He worked th e  summers of 1860 and 
1861, bu t co u ld  n o t make more th an  one d o l la r  and 
f i f t y  c e n ts  a day and o f te n  le s s  than  th a t  sum owing 
to  th e  g r e a t  d isa d v a n ta g e  under which be la b o re d .°
He u s u a l ly  p r e f e r r e d  t o  be a lo n e , and would spend
7 S tu a r t ,  F o rty  Y ears on th e  F r o n t i e r , op. c i t . ,
p .  161.
® S t u a r t , F o rty  Y ears on th e  F r o n t ie r ,  op. c i t . ,
p p . 161^162. ---------------------------------------------
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days and weeks In  th e  m ountains w ithou t o th e r  companions 
th a n  h i s  h o rse s  and t r u s t y  r i f l e *  He was n o t a t  a l l  
m is a n th ro p ic , and I  never knew him to  d r in k  w hiskey or 
to  gamble*®
SLUICING FOR GOLD
In  th e  f a l l  (1 8 6 0 ), th e  Bannock In d ian s  in  th e  
B eaverhead V a lle y  had become q u i te  h o s t i l e  and had k i l l e d  
Bome c a t t l e ,  so  th a t  many of th e  s e t t l e r s  moved to  th e  Deer 
Lodge V alley*  Among th e s e  were th e  S tu a r ts  and R ezin  
A nderson, who s e t t l e d  on Gold Greek to  work the  p ro sp ec t 
th e y  had  s t a r t e d  in  1858*^®
The S tu a r ts  d id  no t have much tim e to  spend on t h e i r  
c la im  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  (18 6 1 ), a lth o u g h  th ey  d id  a l i t t l e  
p ro s p e c tin g  w ith  good r e s u l t s  in  " b e a u t i f u l  gold*" With 
th e  h e lp  o f  R ezin  A nderson, th e y  e re c te d  a  lo g  cab in  in  
November and l a t e r  some c o r r a l s
Farm ing, e v id e n t ly ,  was t h e i r  c h ie f  i n t e r e s t  d u rin g  
th e  s p r in g  and summer of 1861, b u t th e y  were very  u n fo r tu n a te  
in  th e  s i t e  th e y  chose fo r  t h e i r  garden* Had th e y  chosen 
th e  bench la n d , th e  dangers o f f r o s t  would have been 
le s s e n e d , and th e  a d d i t io n a l  advantage of b e ing  ab le  to  use
® S tu a r t ,  F o r ty  Y ears on th e  F r o n t i e r , op, c i t *,
p* 165,
I b i d . ,  p .  155.
I b i d . ,  p .  173*
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th e  w a te r from  Gold C reek  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  would have been 
t h e i r s  •
A fte r  exam ining "Gold Tom's" a p p a ra tu s , th e  S tu a r ts  
d ec id ed  th e y  would have to  have more equipment to  work 
t h e i r  c la im . They needed lumber fo r  s lu ic e  boxes and th e y  
needed w ater to  work th e  p la c e r .  To secu re  th e  l a t t e r ,  
th e y  had to  d ig  a d i t c h  and make an in stru m en t f o r  le v e l in g  
one .
D uring  th e  same y e a r  t h a t  th e  S tu a r ts  were farm ing  
and d ig g in g  t h e i r  d i t c h .  P e rry  W. McAdow s e t  out (O ctober, 
1881) t o  v i s i t  an o ld  f r i e n d .  Major Owen^in th e  B i t t e r  Root 
V a lle y . He came up th e  M issou ri R iver and w ith  S te rn ey  
B lake p ro sp e c te d  s e v e ra l  d ry  g u lch es n e a r  Gold Creek and 
found en courag ing  r e s u l t s - - a b o u t  te n  ce n ts  p e r pan .^^
E a r ly  in  th e  s p r in g  of 1862, rumors of th e  new and 
r i c h  d is c o v e r ie s  in  Idaho  and around Deer Lodge had found 
t h e i r  way t o  S a l t  Lake C ity  and C o lo rado , and had sen t 
s tream s o f  em ig ran ts  on t h e i r  way to  th e  gold  f i e l d s .  The 
sm a ll s e t t le m e n t a t  th e  mouth o f Gold C reek , known as  
American P w k , to o k  on th e  appearance o f a b u s t l in g  m ining 
camp. A number of men were out p ro s p e c tin g . The S tu a r ts  
were c o n s tru c t in g  s lu ic e  b o x es , hav ing  secured  a thousand
12 P e rry  W. McAdow in  a l e t t e r  w r i t te n  t o  D r. W. S. 
B e l l ,  (H e lena , 1 908), p . 1 .
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f e e t  of lum ber a t  te n  ce n ts  a f o o t ,  and were d ig g in g  a 
d itch , to  t h e i r  mine* They had lo s t  much tim e by hav ing  
to  s to p  to  r e p a i r  t h e i r  d i t (d i ,  w hid i o f te n  b ro k e . Blake 
and McAdow, were a l s o  p ro sp e c tin g  and washing g r a v e l .  % a t  
same y e a r , how ever, th e y  moved up to  P io n ee r G ulch. With 
a  whipsaw th e y  sawed e n o u ^  lum ber t o  make th re e  s lu ic e  
boxes ; and th e n  by u s in g  some deep snow d r i f t s  f o r  w ater f o r  
a  few days u n t i l  i t  gave o u t, th ey  to o k  out one and one-
f o u r th  ounces of pu re  g o ld . These were th e  f i r s t  s lu ic e
boxes e r e c te d  or used  in  P iw iee r G ulch.
While a t  t h e i r  d ig g in g s  th e  men were f r ie n d ly  and
en joyed  v i s i t i n g  each o th e r ,  f o r  one day th e  S tu a r t s :
Sponged on B lake and McAdow f o r  g ru b . We had r i c e ,  
e t c . ,  f o r  d in n e r ;  b e a n s , e t c . ,  f o r  su p p e r . Blake was 
th e  cook, en joyed  our v i s i t  v e ry  much. They a re  a 
jo v ia l  s e t  o f  m iners and we had much fu n  a t  one an­
o t h e r 's  expense in  th e  way of jo k e s .
On May 2 1 , th e  S tu a r ts  c lean ed  t h e i r  s lu ic e  boxes 
and found  th e  f i r s t  nugget in  what i s  now Montana. T heir 
e a rn in g s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  n u g g e t, were on ly  tw elve  d o l la r s ;  
bu t th e  n e x t m onth, one d a y s 's  ea rn in g s  n e t te d  them seven­
te e n  d o l l a r s  and s i x t y  c e n ts .
McAdow, op. c i t . ,  p .  6 .
1^ S tu a r t ,  F o r ty  Years on th e  F r o n t ie r ,  op* c i t . ,
p .  209 .
15 I b i d . .  p .  210
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GOLD SEEKERS
The D eer Lodge V a lle y  ex p erien ced  a r e a l  gold ru sh  
d u rin g  th e  summer of 1860 as  men eager f o r  adven tu re  and 
r ic h e s  were a r r iv in g  each  d ay . The newly co n s tru c te d  
H u llan  Road f a c i l i t a t e d  t r a v e l  so  t h a t  th e  new d is c o v e r ie s  
were v ery  e a s i l y  re a c h e d . Many of th e se  men s ta y ed  a t  
Gold C reek f o r  j u s t  a s h o r t  tim e and th e n  went cn to  th e  
m ines a t  Bannack#
One o f th e s e  p a r t i e s ,  of g o ld  s e e k e rs , A. E . W ilcox, 
Owens, and W hite, a r r iv e d  on fo o t a t  th e  H ullan P ass bound 
f o r  th e  m ining camp a t  Gold G reek in  J u ly , 1862. They had 
a r r iv e d  a t  F t .  Benton on one of th e  La B arg e‘c b o a ts  and, 
so  f a r ,  were ahead o f most of th e  go ld  s e e k e rs . They 
camped a t  Dog C reek , and th e  n ex t day in  a snow sto rm  
waded th e  D eer Lodge up t o  t h e i r  arm s. They were d re s s in g , 
s in c e  th e y  had  s t r ip p e d  and c a r r ie d  t h e i r  c lo th e s  a c ro s s , 
when two m en--gold  s e e k e rs  t h a t  had been on th e  same boat 
as th e y —p assed  them on h o rseb a ck . T hat n lg ^ t  th ey  canned 
a t  Gold C reek  c ro s s in g  (n o t a t  th e  s e tt le m e n t)
E a r ly  th e  n e x t m orn ing , th e y  s t ru c k  out on th e  only  
ro ad  th e y  saw, b e l ie v in g  t h a t  a l l  roads l e t  to  th e  mines#
A. H. W ilcox, Up th e  M issouri R iv er to  Montana in  
th e  Spring  of 1862 (UhpuElisEed m a n u sc rip t, E e le h a ) , p .lO .
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In s te a d  of re a c h in g  t h e i r  o b je c t iv e ,  th e y  a r r iv e d  a t  Bob 
Dem psey's p la c e  and he p o in te d  out a c u t -o f f  over th e  h i l l s  
t h a t  th e y  could  ta k e .  Even a t  t h i s  d e la y , th ey  a r r iv e d  in  
tim e to  s ta k e  ou t cla im s ahead o f th e  r e s t  o f  th e  gold 
s e e k e rs  from  M issouri w ith  th e  ex cep tio n  o f  Samuel H auser, 
W alte r B. D ance, an d ,P ran k  Louthan*
A ccording t o  Mr. W ilcox, th e re  were on ly  th r e e  s e ts  
of s lu i c e  boxes in  o p e ra tio n  w ith in  th e  boundaries of Montana 
a t  t h a t  t im e . One was o p e ra te d  by G ran v ille  S tu a r t  on h is  
c la im , th e  f a r t h e s t  down th e  c re e k . " G ra n v ille  was, I  
remember, w earing  a  p a i r  o f  bucksk in  m occasins in  th e  w ater 
and th e y  were assum ing a l l  k in d s  of odd s h a p e s . B i e  
n e x t c la im  above h i s  was owned by James S tu a r t ,  who had two 
men w orking i t  f o r  him ; and th e  t h i r d  c la im  belonged to  
Henry Thomas, John Brown, ^and Ed H ibbard .
There were no b u ild in g s  th e r e ;  most of th e  m iners 
l iv e d  in  t e n t s ,  though G ra n v ille  was l iv in g  in  a lo d g e .
In  a d d i t io n  t o  th e  m in e rs , th e r e  was a b la ck sm ith , a F rench­
man by th e  name o f Louis M ott, and h is  fa m ily , which con­
s i s t e d  o f h i s  B laok foo t In d ia n  w ife  and f iv e  or s ix  boys 
and a g i r l .
There were a ls o  two Frenchmen runn ing  a  saw m ill.
T h e ir  m i l l  c o n s is te d  of one saw and one Frenchman on
W ilcox, 0£ .  c i t . .  p .  11 .
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to p  o f a lo g  and an o th e r  u ndernea th  bu t a f t e r  th e  
te n d e r f e e t  a r r iv e d  th e y  d id  a th r iv in g  b u s in e ss  s e l l i n g  
a l l  th e  lumber th e y  cou ld  saw a t  th e  r a te  o f tw enty 
d o l la r s  a  hundred  f e e t  and th e y  made more money th a t  
summer th a n  any o f th e  miners*^®
Hie W ilcox p a r ty  d id  n o t f in d  a  fo r tu n e  in  th e i r  
c la im ; f o r  a f t e r  spend ing  one hundred d o l la r s  f o r  lumber 
and buying to o l s  and fo o d , th e y  c lean ed  up ju s t  two d o l la r s  
and a h a l f  in  gold d u s t .  S ince t h e i r  money was spen t and
t h e i r  p rov isicaas were gone, th e y  s tru c k  ou t fo r  r ic h e r
19s ta k e s .
A nother account o f  a  p a r ty  of go ld  se ek e rs  a r r iv in g  
in  American Pork in  J u ly ,  1862, i s  g iven  by Judge F ran c is  
M. HioMQ)8on of G re e n f ie ld , M assach u se tts . These men were 
p assen g e rs  on th e  same b o a t as th e  Wilcox g ro u p .
(J u ly  3 , 1862) The n i ^ t  was v ery  co ld  and ic e  a 
h a l f  in ch  in  th ic k n e s s  formed in  camp. Follow ing down 
th e  L i t t l e  B la c l^ o o t which soon became a s iz e a b le  
s tre a m , we c ro sse d  th e  n o r th  end of Deer Lodge p r a i r i e  
and fo llo w in g  down th e  H e ll Gate r i v e r ,  about n ig h t 
came o p p o s ite  th e  mouth of Gold c re e k , b u t f in d in g  th e  
w a te rs  to o  s tro n g  f o r  f o rd in g , we camped on th i s  n c r th  
s id e .  By noon th e  n e x t day we had th e  p a c k - t ra in  and 
goods s a f e ly  over th e  H e ll  G ate , a f e a t  accom plished 
w ith  soQtô d i f f i c u l t y .  A l i t t l e  Frenchman who had 
walked and c a r r ie d  h i s  own pack a l l  th e  way from  
B enton , u n dertook  to  fo llo w  th e  t r a i n  in  th e  fo rd ,  w ith  
h i s  pack s tra p p e d  upon h is  back , bu t re a c h in g  s w if t  
w ate r h i s  f e e t  were swept from  under him  and he r o l le d  
in  th e  s tre a m , sometimes th e  Frenchman and sometimes 
th e  pack  upperm ost, b u t by good lu ck  he reg a in ed  th e  
sh o re  from  which he s t a r t e d .  We found about tw enty  o f 
our fe llo w  p assen g e rs  th e  b o a t to  F t .  Benton) a l ­
re ad y  a t  work in  th e  m ines, end some claim ed t h a t  th e y  
were g e t t in g  out about te n  o r tw elve d o l la r s  p e r d ay .
W ilcox, op.  c i t . ,  p . 11# 
19 I b i d . .  p . 12 .
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We s&n one man who had been a t  work In the mines about 
two months c le a n  up h i s  d a y 's  work by which he r e a l iz e d  
an ounce o f g o ld  w orth  tw en ty  d o l l a r s .  Our p a r ty  went 
some d is ta n c e  up th e  s tream  and s ta k ed  out some c la im s , 
and we d id  a l i t t l e  p ro s p e c tin g , g e t t in g  th e  c o lo r  of 
go ld  in  each pan of g r a v e l . . . .
We r e n te d  from  Johnny G ran t, th e  owner, a d e s e r te d  
lo g  cab in  s ta n d in g  a t  th e  ju n c tio n  o f th e  L i t t l e  B lack- 
f o o t  and D eer Lodge r i v e r s  as our h e a d q u a r te r s .^ ^ . . « 
John Pow ell was h i r e d  as a guide f o r  th i s  p a r ty  and 
d u r in g  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of J u ly  th e y  found go ld  on th e  
B oulder and th en  re tu rn e d  to  t h e i r  camp.*2
We reach ed  our home camp a t  th e  Johnny G rant houses 
to  f in d  th a t  d u r in g  our absence of s ix te e n  d ay s , a t  
l e a s t  a  hundred  of o ld  m iners had a r r iv e d  from  " P ik e 's  
Peak" th e  most o f whom were dead b roke—w ithou t money 
or p ro v is io n s .  G ap t. W illa rd , who had rem ained in  
c a i#  had welcomed them  a l l ,  had d e a l t  out our s to r e s  
w ith  a most l i b e r a l  hand to  a l l  who would prom ise to  
se cu re  us claim s in  any d is c o v e r ie s  which th e y  should  
make. H is methods were n o t approved by most of h is  
a s s o c ia te s .  . . .  D uring  th e  two days I  spen t a t  th e  
home casp  I  was k ep t busy answ ering q u es tio n s  o f  th e  
" P ik e 's  P eakers"  co n cern in g  th e  new d is c o v e r ie s .  When 
th r e e  of our p a r ty  s e t  ou t t o  r e tu r n  to  B ou lder, we 
were fo llo w ed  by a  crowd of th e  newcomers anxious to  
f in d  some p la c e r  where th e y  could  g e t s u f f i c i e n t  go ld  
to  keep them th ro u g h  th e  ap ]^cach ing  w in te r .^3
A p a r ty  from  M innesota among whom was Mark D. Led- 
b e a te r  a ls o  mined in  th e  Gold G reek v i c in i t y  d u rin g  th a t  
summer. He w ro te  home t h a t :
"V anderbcrg , th e  two H oyts and m yself a re  in  th e  
p a r ty .  G laim s above us a re  paying from $5 to  $12 p e r
20 F ra n c is  M. T ho i^son , "Rem iniscences o f  F our-Score 
Y e a rs ,"  in  M assach u se tts  M agazine, VI (19 1 3 ), p .  38 .
21 I b i d . .  p .  4 0 ,
22 Thompson, op . c i t . ,  p .  4 4 .
23 I b i d . .  p .  4 5 .
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day and th o s e  below $4 t o  $6 . • • Three«*fourths of th e  
whole p a r ty  a re  go ing  on t o  Oregon a f t e r  se e in g  what 
h a rd  work m ining ls« " ^ *  • • • A nother l e t t e r  w r i t te n  
a few months l a t e r ,  s t i l l  from  Deer Lodge, s a id  in  
p a r t  • • • "L ast week we (two men) took  out f i f t y  d o l­
l a r s  in  one d ay , and th e  n ex t f i f t y - t h r e e  d o lla rs ." ® "
Conrad Kohrs,®^ l a t e r  th e  c a t t l e  tycoon of Deer 
Lodge, had been camping on Cottonwood Creek in  th e  f a l l  of 
1362, b u t now h i s  p a r ty  broke casg) and went down to  Gold 
C reek . He found Sam H au se r, W. B. Dance, Joseph Le C l a i r ,  
King and o th e rs  w orking a sm a ll gulch on th e  r ig h t  of 
P io n e e r . H is p a r ty  went to  P ik e ’s Peak G u ld i, but were 
u n s u c c e s s fu l .  Upon h e a r in g  th e  news of a d isco v e ry  a t  
B o u ld er, he s t a r t e d  t h e r e .  On th e  way, he met Hank Craw­
f o r d ,  who en^ loyed  him  as a  b u tc h e r .
PIONEER BAR
T his f i r s t  m ining d i s t r i c t  in  th e  v ic in i ty  of Gold 
C reek was known as  th e  P io n ee r B ar, I t  ex tended f iv e  m ile s , 
e a s t  and w est and two m ile s ,  n o r th  and sou th  and in c lu d ed  
th e  fo llo w in g : Independen t d i s t r i c t  on th e  e a s t ,  P io ae e r  ^
on th e  w e s t. P ik es Peak betw een th e  two. Yam H i l l  or P i l -
S t .  Cloud (M innesota) Dem ocrat, November 27, 1862, 
quo ted  in  S ? r r i i l  é .  B urlin^»m e. "fee kontana F ro n t ie r  (H el­
en a , 1 9 4 2 ), p .  8 5 . — —
I b i d . .  Jan u ary  15 , 1863.
B6 Conrad K ohrs, A utobiography (Unpublished manu­
s c r i p t ,  Conrad W arren, Deer to d g e ) ,  p . 30 .
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grim  B ar, F rench G ulch, Gold H i l l ,  Squaw G ulch, Wood's 
F l a t ,  W ilso n 's  B ar, T r a i l  G ulch, Prowse B ar, Windy B ar, 
H a r t 's  G rav e l, Rocker G ulch, and Dry G u l c h I t  was a  
s e c t io n  "among rounded g ra s sy  h i l l s  a t  th e  n o r th e rn  fo o t 
o f  th e  Gold C reek M ountains, w hich a re  an i s o la te d  s p u r , 
p u t t in g  down from  th e  main ranges."^®
Even though d u r in g  th e  summer of 1862 so many 
em ig ran ts  had s ta k e d  and worked claim s in  t h i s  a r e a ,  by 
f a l l  th e r e  were on ly  a  few m iners l e f t  w orking, as th e  
t a l e s  of th e  Bannack p la c e r s  had lu re d  them  th e re  $ The 
p la c e r s  a t  th e  head  o f  P io n ee r Gulch were being  worked 
w ith  ro c k e rs  and were pay ing  good w ages, but th e  S tu a r ts  
to o  became r a th e r  d isc o u ra g ed  as t h e i r  c la im  w a sn 't  pay­
ing  to o  w e l l .  When Frank H. Woody stopped  on h is  r e tu rn  
from  a v i s i t  t o  th e  Beaverhead mines in  th e  f a l l  and r e ­
p o r te d  v ery  r ic h  c la im s th e r e ,  th e y  im m ediately  decided  
to  i n v e s t i g a t e .  They were so  w e ll p le a se d  w ith  th e  
B eaverhead o u tlo o k  t h a t  th e y  dec id ed  t o  move and h ire d  a
tw en ty  by tw en ty  f e e t  lo g  b u i ld in g  e re c te d  in  Bannack f o r
go
one hundred  f o r t y  d o l l a r s .
M. A. L eeson , e d i t o r .  The H is to ry  of M ontana, 
1859-1885 (C hicago , 1885), p .  WTt
^8 R o s s i te r  W. Raymond, S t a t i s t i c s  of Mines and 
M ining in  th e  S ta te s  and T e r r i to r i e s  West ÔF Ifee Rocky 
g ô tîn la in s  TW asHIngt'onTTeVOT:' pT”2 7 r . -------------------
S tu a r t ,  F o rty  Y ears on the  F r o n t ie r ,  op. c i t . ,  
p .  225 . ----------------------------------- --------------
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The fo llo w in g  y e a r ,  th e  P io n ee r Bar was ag a in  d e­
s e r te d  b a t  t h i s  tim e f o r  th e  new s t r i k e  on A lder Galeh*
James S tu a r t  and R ezin Anderson were among th o se  le av in g  
Gold Creek f o r  th e  S tin k in g  Water d ig g in g s  on Ju ly  25, 1863, 
and th e y  d e c la re d  th e  Gold G reek and P io n ee r p la c e r s  were 
e n t i r e l y  p lay ed  out* They were only  ea rn in g  th r e e  t o  f iv e  
d o l l a r s  p e r  day and w ater was becoming very  scarce*  R iere 
were j u s t  e i ^ t  m iners l e f t * ^
The mines in  th e  P io n ee r Bar "were n e g le c te d  u n t i l  
1866 when th e y  were found to  be b o th  r i c h  and e x te n s iv e ."31 
D itc h es  were c o n s tru c te d  so  th a t  la rg e  q u a n t i t ie s  o f w ater 
were a v a i la b le  and m ining o p e ra tio n s  were c a r r ie d  out on a 
la r g e r  sc a le *
DISCOVERY OF GOLD IB ALDER GULCH
L ike many of th e  m ining camps» A lder Gulch was d i s ­
covered  by men who had  p re v io u s ly  found t h e i r  way to  Deer 
Lodge. Lew Simmons, B i l l  F a irw e a th e r , Barney H u ^ e s ,  Tom 
C over, George O rr , Mike Sweeney, H arry  Rodgers and Henry 
Edgar rode in to  La Beupge C ity  (Deer Lodge) on F ebruary  4 ,
30 M ic ro film  o f The J o in t  D ia ry  of James and Gran- 
v i l l e  S t u a r t ,  R ecord ing  L ife  an# fevents " Tn~fioniana Ter r i ­
t o r y , 1861*l86ë. from  w illia m  6oe ù o lle c tT o n , t a l e  (fe iv er- 
s i i y ,  ( h i s t o r i c a l  L ib ra ry ,  H elena) *
31 Raymond, o£ . c i t . ,  p .  271*
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1863, w ith  f iv e  g a l lo n s  of a lc o h o l which th e y  had brought 
w ith  them to  be used  in  t r a d in g  f o r  h o rse s  w ith  th e  P l a t -  
head  In d ian s*  They w a ited  f o r  th e  In d ian s  to  r e tu r n  from 
h u n tin g  on th e  e a s t  s id e  of th e  m ountains* The In d ian s  
a r r iv e d  and camped on th e  L i t t l e  B la c k fo o t. Ih ey , th e r e ­
f o r e ,  p u t t h e i r  goods in  w ith  P e rry  McAdow and S te m e y  
B lak e , who were a ls o  a f t e r  h o r s e s .  Bob Dempsey d id  th e  
t r a d in g ,  and th e y  go t t h i r t e e n  h e a d . On March 23, th e y  
l e f t  La Barge C ity  to  jo in  James S t u a r t 's  ex p ed itio n  to  
th e  Y e llo w s tm e . They d id  n o t meet a t  th e  Beaverhead 
R iver as th e y  had p lan n ed  and were ca p tu red  by th e  Ind ians*  
On t h e i r  r e t u r n .  May 2 6 , th e y  made a r i c h  d isc o v e ry  in  a 
g u lch  t h a t  Henry Edgar named "A lder Gulch*"®^
OTHER PLACERS
E very  m ountain ra n g e , e n c lo s in g  th e  Deer Lodge 
V a lle y , and a lm ost ev e ry  s tre a m  and gu lch  in  th o se  m ountains 
have c o n tr ib u te d  some p la c e r s  of g o ld , s i l v e r ,  le a d , and 
copper* New c la im s and p la c e r s  were b e in g  s tak ed  out every  
y e a r .  Even in  1890, 147 new p la c e r s  were reco rded  in  Deer 
Lodge County*®®
Henry E d g ar, " Jo u rn a l o f Henry E d g ar,"  Montana 
C o n tr ib u t  io n s  » I I I ,  p p . 124-142.
®® G. C. S ta llo w , R eports  o f th e  In sp e c to r  o f  Mines 
and D eputy In s p e c to rs  of Mines of"D ie Year Ending ffovember
S C i h T t M  T ï ï ê î i â a 7 T 8 ^ ) 7 1 ^ 2 5 T ------------------------------ ----------------------
48
P r a i r i e  G ulch, Uncle B en 's  Gulch and v i c i n i t y ,  l i e  
on th e  w est s id e  of Deer Lodge V a lley , in to  which th ey  
run  to  th e  e a s t .  Ih ey  were d isc o v ered  in  th e  sp rin g  of 
1868 by F re d e r ic k so n . Moss and "Uncle" Ben P r i c e r .
These g u lch es a re  s c a rc e ly  developed y e t owing to  th e  
g r e a t  s c a r c i t y  of w a te r , th e y  w i l l  p robab ly  prove ex­
t e n s iv e ,  and w i l l  l a s t  f o r  s e v e ra l  y e a rs , th ey  have 
y ie ld e d  abou t $ 50 ,000 . The vo te  l a s t  August Q.869} 
was 4 2 , p o p u la tio n  about 75 .
C ariboo  and Boomerang Gulches and v ic in i ty  a re  
t r i b u t a r i e s  of Deer Lodge R iv e r , head in  th e  main range 
and ru n  w e s t . They were d isc o v e red  in  th e  sp r in g  of 
1867. The mine p o r t io n  i s  about th re e  m iles in  le n g th ; 
bu t i t  i s  as y e t unknown f o r  what d is ta n c e  th ey  c a rry  
g o ld . Water i s  v e ry  s c a r c e ,  and i s  su p p lie d  by d i tc h e s .  
The d ig g in g s  have p a id  w e ll f o r  th e  work done. The 
t o t a l  y ie ld  i s  about $ 80 ,000 . The vo te  is j August l a s t  
0.8693 was 2 1 . P o p u la tio n  about 40.5*
In  1869, "iCr. McDougal & C o ., n ea r Woods F l a t ,  c le a n ­
ed up $ 3 ,0 0 0 , f iv e  days work, seven men ground s lu ic in g .  
W alker & C o ., c lean ed  up $1 ,800 th i s  week in  t h e i r  h y d ra u lic  
c la im , P ilg riH i B a r ."55
In  a d d i t io n  to  th e  go ld  found in  D eer Lodge V a lley , 
m ention i s  made th a t  p e tro leu m  was d isc o v e red  in  186755 and 
G ra n v ille  S tu a r t  found an o u tc ro p p in g  of co a l in  P ikes Peak 
Gulch in  1862.57
The go ld  d is c o v e r ie s  in  th e  Déer Lodge V alley
5* Raymond, op . c i t . ,  p .  275.
55 Hew H o rth - West (Deer L odge), August 13, 1869.
55 p , w. W arner, Montana T e r r i to r y , H is to ry  and 
B u s in e ss , 1879 (H elena , i8 % 9 j ,p "  Ô1.
57 S tu a r t ,  F o r ty  Y ears on th e  F ro n t ie r ,  op . c i t . ,
pe 223*
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a t tra c te d  many p e o p le , y e t more fo r tu n e s  were made in  
trading w ith  th e  m iners th an  in  a c tu a l  m ining. The r i c h
t
galches such as B ear, Bearm outh, E lk , were in  Deer Lodge 
county hu t n o t in  th e  v a l le y .  None o f  th e se  re g io n s  ever 
produced th e  huge sums t h a t  were found in  A lder Guloh.
Still th e re  h as  been alw ays enough prom ise of h idden  r ic h e s  
and f a i r  incomes d e r iv e d  from  m ining to  keep men in te r e s te d  
in p ro sp ec tin g  and e x t r a c t in g  o r e .
DITCHES
P la c e r  m ining re q u ire d  la rg e  q u a n t i t ie s  of w ater 
which in  most c a se s  in  th e  Deer Lodge V alley  was no t a v a i l ­
ab le . At P io n ee r  B a r, I t  was soon d isc o v e red  th a t  in  o rder 
to  take  out g o ld  in  pay ing  q u a n t i t i e s  some means f o r  ob­
ta in in g  w ate r would have to  be fo u n d . G ra n v ille  S tu a r t  
re a liz e d  t h i s  problem  and in  J u ly  13, 1863, co n sid ered  
what the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  would be to  b u ild  a d i tc h  from  Rock 
Creek to  P ik es  Peak G ulch. He found i t  p o s s ib le ,  but a t  
an enormous expense.^®  In  th e  f a l l  of 1854, Cook dug a 
d itch  on P ik es  P eak , b u t h i s  p ro p e r ty  w ith  Bob Dempsey's 
ranch was bought by Thomas Prouse.®®
S tu a r t ,  op. c i t . ,  p .  250 
®® K ohrs, Op. c i t . ,  p .  64 .
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Some d is c o v e r ie s  were made on French Gulch and a 
company was formed to  d ig  a d itc h *  The d i tc h  was c o s ^ le te d  
in  1865* The P io n ee r D itc h  company—John Pem berton, Thomas 
S tu a r t ,  John and High Thomas, Mchieh Braton*«oom pleted a 
d i tc h  in  th e  f a l l  o f 1866* O ther d i tc h e s  c o n s tru c te d  a t  
th e  same tim e were C a r r u th e r 's  D itc h , th e  E n te rp r is e ,  and 
a  d i tc h  from  Willow Greek t o  H a r t 's  Gravel*^® fflhese were 
th e  f i r s t  a ttem p ts  a t  form ing d i tc h  companies and d ig g in g  
d itc h e s *
B e lie v in g  th a t  a d i t c h  would pay because th e re  were 
so  many r i c h  and e x te n s iv e  mines in  th e  P ioneer reg io n  by 
1867, C olonel W illiam  I r v in e ,  Thomas A* I r v in e ,  C h ris to p h e r 
H a r t ,  John C* T h orn ton , Zeke Hewman, and Conrad Kohrs 
o rg an ized  th e  Rock Creek D itc h  Con^any in  May. Ihey  b o u ^ t  
th e  Willow C reek D itc h  Company and mines fo r  the  w ater r ig h t*  
D itc h  b u i ld in g  h e re  was a  d i f f i c u l t  u n d e rta k in g ; doubly so , 
because  of th e  rough co u n try  and th e  s c a r c i ty  of money*
The d im ensions of th e  d i t c h  were f iv e  f e e t  ac ro ss  on th e  
bo ttom , th r e e  f e e t  d eep , and seven f e e t  ac ro ss  a t  th e  to p .  
Much flum ing  was used  and a l l  th e  lumber fo r  t h i s  had to  
be sawed by hand* The most d i f f i c u l t  p a r t  f o r  c o n s tru c tio n  
was on th e  Rock Creek h i l l s i d e ,  where th e re  were s t r e td h e s  
of co n g lo m era te . T his could  n e i th e r  be dug nor b la s te d
40 Loc. o i t .
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s in c e  d r i l l i n g  and b la s t in g  would no t b reak  th e  s to n e .
A fte r  spen d in g  one hundred  thousand  d o l l a r s ,  th e y  ra n  out 
of money and is s u e d  s c r i p t  a t  th e  r a t e  of tw e n ty -f iv e  cen ts  
an in c h . By 1868, th e  d i t c h  was com pleted to  Squaw G ulch, 
a d is ta n c e  of t h i r t e e n  m ile s .  A d i tc h  was a ls o  c o n s tru c te d  
in  th e  same y ea r to  Yam H i l l .* ^
Rie summer o f 1869 was a  d ry  season  and a poor one 
fo r  w a te r , b u t a p r o f i t a b l e  one to  th e  d i tc h  company. The 
demand f o r  w a te r was so  g re a t  th a t  th o se  owning s c r ip t  were 
a b le  to  s e l l  a t  t h i r ty - s e v e n  and a h a l f  c e n ts  p e r in c h ,
% iat seaso n  a l l  th e  s c r i p t ,  a t o t a l  o f $35 ,000 , was redeemed 
and an e x t r a  amount re c e iv e d  which enab led  them to  do some 
r e p a i r in g .  Rie average p r ic e  fo r  w a te r was tw en ty -f iv e  
c e n ts  p e r  in c h  f o r  tw e n ty -fo u r  hours s in c e  th ey  mined day 
and n i ^ t  in  th e  summer
The c o n s tru c tio n  o f Rock Greek Dam commenced by 
b u ild in g  a tu n n e l ,  one hundred  se v e n ty - f iv e  f e e t  long b e­
tween P io n ee r C reek and th e  la k e  in  th e  f a l l  of 1869. As 
soon as th e  w a te r was low , th e  dam i t s e l f  was s t a r t e d .
T his season  th e r e  was a good su p p ly  o f w ater and such a 
demand fo r  i t  t h a t  i t  was so ld  fo u r  tim e s :
K ohrs, 0 £ . c i t . ,  pp. 64-65 . 
42 I b i d , ,  p . 66 ,
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The m iners who used I t  f o r  th e  f i r s t  time p a id  
tw e n ty -f iv e  c e n ts ,  th o se  who p icked  I t  up f i f t e e n  c e n ts , 
th e  t h i r d  u s e r  te n  c e n ts ,  and th o se  who used I t  th e  
f o u r th .  I t  was u s u a l ly  lumped o f f  a t  f iv e  cen ts  an 
In c h .4*
The Income d e r iv e d  was a  t o t a l  of seventy-tw o 
thousand  d o l l a r s ,  o f which tw enty-tw o thousand was used f o r  
r e p a i r  and s a l a r i e s  o f  em ployees. Ed I rv in e  was g en e ra l 
su p e rIn te n d a n t and David L . I rv in e  su p e rv ised  th e  a c tu a l 
measurement of th e  w a t e r . T h e  New N orth-W est s ta te d  th a t  
In  1869, Doer Lodge had 279 m iles  of d i tc h e s ,  c o s tin g  fo u r  
hundred n in e ty - e ig h t  thousand  d o l l a r s ;  t h i s  d id  no t Inc lude  
hundreds of m iles  o f p r iv a te  d itc h es .^ ®
K ohrs, 0£ .  c i t . ,  p .  6 7 .
L oc. c l t .
Kew N orth -W est, August 27 , %869.
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P io n ee rr Rock Greek Kohrs & Co. 1,500 13 $60,000
Tom S tu a r t P io n ee r Co# 100 3 1,000
P io n ee r Pemberton & Co# 700 3 10,000
Keystone C olonel Thorton 700 5 10,000
Prouse Rock C reek Co. 450 2 13,000
P ikeé Peak No# 1 Kohrs & Co. 400 3 7 ,000
P ik es  Peak No# 2 Kohrs & Co# 300 3 3,000
C a ru th e r 's George C a ru th e rs 300 3 5 ,000
E n te rp r is e Pem bertw  & Co# 250 3 5,000
L as t Knob P em bertw  & Co# 200 2 2,500
D utchm an's Meagpier & Go. 300 2 5,000
>0 Oro P ino J .  A llp o r t 500 3 10,000
Caraboo J# A llp o r t 200 3 2 ,500
Ben' 8 Chcle B en 's Dhole B en 's 250 6 3,000
46 Raymond# op# c l t , ,  p# 279 »
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CHAPTER IV 
SETTLEMENTS AND SETTLERS 
G ran tsv i l l e
The f i r s t  s e t t le m e n t in  Deer Lodge V alley  was a t  th e  
ju n c tio n  of th e  L i t t l e  B lack fo o t and th e  C lark  Pork r i v e r s .  
John F ra n c is  G rant l iv e d  At F t .  H a ll where h i s  f a th e r  was 
a  c le rk  f o r  th e  Hudson’s  Bay Company u n t i l  1855» when th e  
p o s t was abandoned by th e  company. In  1850» John G rant 
m a rr ie d ; and f o r  n in e  y e a rs  tra p p e d , hunted , and trad ed  w ith  
th e  In d ia n s  and em ig ran ts  on th e  Oregon T r a i l .  H is head­
q u a r te r s  were in  th e  Beaverhead V a lle y . G rant was very  
s u c c e s s fu l  in  h i s  t r a d in g  and h i s  h e rd s  of c a t t l e  and 
h o rse s  in c re a s e d  t o  s iz a b le  b an d s . He needed g raz in g  land  
f o r  h i s  s to c k  in  a  re g io n  ad ap ted  to  t r a d in g .  The g ra ssy  
p a s tu re s  of th e  Deer Lodge V a lley  f u l l f i l l e d  th e  f i r s t  
re q u ire m e n t; and s in c e  i t  was th e  t r a i l  to  th e  b u ffa lo  
used  by seven In d ia n  t r i b e s , th e  v a l le y  had good tra d in g  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  He b u i l t  two lo g  cab ins a t  th e  mouth of 
th e  L i t t l e  B lack fo o t R iver in  November, 1859. His s to c k  
ranged  th e  e n t i r e  v a l l e y  unm olested , and e v e ry w e , In d ian  
and w h ite , was welcomed to  h i s  home and food . H is c a t t l e ,  
when f a t ,  were d r iv e n  to  th e  em igran t ro ad  and t r a d e d , one 
f a t  one f o r  two le a n  o n es . G rant had s e v e ra l In d ia n  wives
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chosen front th e  v a r io u s  t r i b e s  th a t  passed  t h r o u ^  th e  
c o u n try  and always m a in ta in ed  f r ie n d ly  r e la t io n s  w ith  h is  
In - la w s . Some say  he had as many as seven w ives, one w ife 
from  each  of th e  t r i b e s  th a t  t r a v e le d  th rough  th e  v a l le y ; 
and In  o rd e r t o  g e t th e  b e s t  r e s u l t s  In  t r a d in g ,  he would 
b r in g  out th e  w ife  from  th e  t r i b e  t h a t  was v i s i t i n g .  One 
of h is  w ives was a s i s t e r  of C h ie f Tendoy, and ano ther a 
r e l a t i v e  o f  P u sh lg an .^
G rant was a shrewd t r a d e r  and soon b u i l t  a s iz a b le  
f o r tu n e .  He loaned  la rg e  sums of money to  th o se  he t r u s te d  
bu t n ev e r k ep t an accoun t book. He never locked  h is  d oo r, 
and he n ev er l o s t  a  d o l l a r ;  thoug^i, he had la rg e  sums of 
money s to r e d  In  h i s  c a b in s .  G rant was g en ero u s , k ln d h e a rte d , 
and w e l l - l lk e d .  "L e f t Deer Lodge C ity  f o r  V irg in ia  C ity  
In  John G ra n t 's  wagon. He (G rant) hav ing  ag reed  to  d e l iv e r  
Judge D ance, Worden and  m yself (G ra n v ille  S tu a r t )  th e re  In  
th e  s h o r t e s t  p o s s ib le  t im e . . . th re e  days . . .  Had lo t s  
of fu n . Johnny I s  a  "bullyi^man t o  t r a v e l  w lth ." ^
In  th e  s p r in g  of 1362, G rant moved to  Cottonwood
1 Dave H l lg e r ,  John F ra n c is  G ry i t . Address o f  Dave 
H llg e r  a t  th e  d e d ic a t io n  o f ih e  John G rant monument e re c te d  
In  th e  D eer Lodge V a lley  n e a r  G a rr iso n , August 23, 1931 
( S ta te  H is to r i c a l  L ib ra ry , H e le n a ) .
^ Montana (V irg in ia  C ity )  P o s t . January  6 , 1866 
( S ta te  H is to r i c a l  L ib ra ry ,  H e le n a ) . '
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(Deer Lodge) and e re c te d  a home, p a r t  o f which was th e  old 
Conrad Kohrs house* T his house was by f a r  th e  f i n e s t  in  
Montana f o r  s e v e ra l  y e a r s .  Some of th e  lumber used was h au led  
by ox team s from  th e  S t .  I g n a t iu s  M ission , a d is ta n c e  o f 
one hundred  t h i r t y - f i v e  m iles*  ühe b u ild in g  was two s to r i e s  
h i ^  w ith  tw e n ty -e ig h t g la s s  windows and green s h u t t e r s .*
A f te r  1862, th e  p o p u la tio n  of Deer Lodge V alley  
in c re a s e d  r a p id ly  and t h i s  b rough t in  th e  ta x  c o l le c to r  and 
th e  a s s e s s o r  who g r e a t ly  annoyed Grant* He had o th e r  tro u b le s  
to o .  In  F eb ru a ry , 1866, he s u f fe re d  two very  sev e re  lo s s e s ;  
h i s  la rg e  b a rn  and h a y , v a lu ed  a t  th r e e  thousand d o l l a r s ,  
were d e s tro y e d  by f i r e  and s e v e ra l  hundred g a llo n s  of l iq u o r  
were s e iz e d  by N . P . L angfo rd , th e  U. S . I n te r n a l  Revenue 
o f f ic e r*  A fte r  th e s e  lo s s e s  G rant d e c la re d  th a t  he would 
" c le a r  up and go among th e  In d ia n s  again*"® The range was 
n o t a l l  h i s  as o th e r  s e t t l e r s  were coming in  w ith  stock*
Conrad Kohrs made him a good o f f e r  f o r  h is  c a t t l e  in  1867: 
$19,200 f o r  365 head and h is  ra n c h . G rant accep ted  th e  
o f f e r  and moved to  Canada n e a r  Winnepeg* He d id  not p ro sp e r , 
and in  1886 w h ile  lo o k in g  fo r  a new home he v i s i t e d  h i s  o ld  home 
in  th e  D eer Lodge V a lle y  on h i s  way to th e  coast*  He d ie d .
® B u tte  M iner, J u ly  24 , 1920.
* Montana (V irg in ia  C ity )  P o s t ,  December 16, 1865. 
® I b id  *, F eb ru ary  17 , 1866.
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May 1 , 1907, in  Edmonton where he was bom .®
GOLD CREEK
In  Noveihber, 1860, G ra n v ille  and Jamea S tu a r t  and 
R ezin  Anderson b u i l t  th e  f i r s t  cab in  a t  Uie mouth o f Gold 
G reek , t h i r t e e n  m ile s  w est of G ra n ts v i l le  where so w  
appeared  th e  s e t t le m e n t  which was known as  American Pork 
u n t i l  J u ly  14, 1862, when th e  name was changed to  Gold 
C ree k . The n e x t y ea r  th e y  n a i le d  on a ro o f  and l a i d  a 
puncheon f lo o r  in  t h e i r  c a b in . F red B u rr, John Pow ell,
James Mine s in g e r ,  and Tom Adams had b u i l t  cab ins th e re  
by th e  f a l l  of 1861.?
L ife  in  th e s e  sm a ll caiqps was never d u l l ,  f o r  th e  
s e t t l e r s  were c lo s e  to g e th e r  and enjoyed v i s i t i n g  back and 
f o r th  and keep in g  in  to u c h  w ith  th e  o u ts id e  w orld . Even 
d u r in g  th e  se v e re  w in te r  of 1860-61, th e re  were people 
p a s s in g  b e tw e en .F o rt Owen, H e ll  G ate , G ra n ts v i l le ,  and 
Cottonwood. These peop le  always passed  a n ig h t in  each 
s e tt le m e n t c a r ry in g  th e  news from  one p a r t  o f th e  coun try  
to  th e  o th e r .
John Owen had b o u ^ t  a  plow a t  F o rt Benton in  1860,
® H ilg e r ,  op. c i t .
^ P e r ry  W. McAdow, L e t t e r  to  D r, W. S. B e l l ,  (H elena, 
August 4 , 190 8 ),
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but n as  a t ta c k e d  by th e  In d ia n s  and fo rc ed  to  le av e  I t  on 
th e  e a s t  s id e  of th e  p a s s . The S tu a r ts  b o u ^ t  th e  plow from  
him and g o t i t  in  th e  s p r in g  of 1861.® For fo u r  y ea rs  th e y  
had been w ith o u t v e g e ta b le s ,  and  now th e y  were determ ined  
to  r a i s e  a  g a rd e n . They p la n te d  b e e ts ,  p o ta to e s , muskmelons, 
p e a s , pum pkins, o n io n s , cabbage, r a d is h e s ,  and corn from 
seeds o b ta in ed  a t  Worden’s s to r e  in  H ell G ate . In  a d d itio n  
to  w orking in  t h e i r  g a rd e n , th e y  sowed o a ts  and wheat,® 
and p ro sp e c te d ; b u t th e  farm  to o k  most o f  t h e i r  tim e in  
c u l t iv a t in g  and fe n c in g  i t .  The garden d id  n o t p rosper 
to o  w e ll  because o f th e  f r o s t s .  On June 8 , th e  f r o s t  
k i l l e d  th e  co rn  and p o ta to e s  and ^slay ed  my one melon"
By A ugust, enough peas had su rv iv ed  th e  f r o s t  th a t  th e y  
appeared  on th e  t a b l e .
The In d ia n  w ives were s o c ia b le ;  Mrs. Pow ell and Mrs, 
C a th e r in e  Burr v i s i t e d  t h e i r  f r ie n d  lb*s. Dempsey; Mrs. 
Pambrum and M rs. C a th e r in e  B urr would s to p  f o r  a meal on 
t h e i r  way to  p ic k  s e rv ic e  b e r r i e s  a t  F l in t  C reek .
Rie S tu a r t  h e rd  o f  c a t t l e  numbered n in e te e n  c a lv e s .
® G ra n v ille  S tu a r t ,  F o rty  Years on th e  o n t1er as
Seen in  th e  Jou rn a ls  and Remlnsoenoes oT~G ranvllle s tu a r T 
T ^âûl C. P h i l l i p s ,  e d i t o r ,  S v o ls ,  61 ev e lan à , lÔ5è) 1 , 
p .  159 ,
® I b i d . . p .  165. 
I b i d , . p . 1 7 1 .
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fo u r  y e a r l in g s ,  t h i r t y - t h r e e  cows, f i f t e e n  oxen, two young 
s t e e r s ,  and th re e  b u l l e The wheat th ey  r a is e d  was so ld  
to  Henry Brooks of th e  B i t t e r  Root a t  fo u r  d o l la r s  per
b u sh e l, and th en  th ey  cu t and pu t up hay W iidi was bad ly
12needed th e  fo llo w in g  w in ter*
The summer o f  1862 saw g re a t  changes in  th e  s e t t l e ­
m ent. Many em ig ran ts  and m iners were a r r iv in g  each day . 
Worden and H ig g in s s t a r t e d  a b ranch  s to r e  w ith  th e  Stuaorts 
as m anagers* The s to r e  and g ro ce ry  departm ent f lo u r is h e d  i n ­
to  a good b u s in e ss  v e n tu re , fo r  they  re ce iv ed  most of th e  
t r a d e  of th e  em ig ran ts  go ing  t o  th e  Idaho and Bannack 
mines* Hudson Bay s h i r t s  which so ld  a t  th re e  and fo u r  
d o l l a r s  were in  g r e a t  demand because of th e  much longer 
t a i l s  th an  th o s e  o f th e  American made s h i r t s  * Twenty 
d o l la r s  a hundred  was p a id  f o r  f lo u r  and tw en ty -f iv e  c e n ts  
p e r  pound f o r  sa lt* ^®
W ith th e  in f lu x  of th e  s e t t l e r s  in  1862, th e  men 
d e c id e d ly  im proved t h e i r  ap p ea ran ces . When one fam ily  a r ­
r iv e d  w ith  two p r e t ty  d a u g h te rs , ev ery  man shaved and 
changed h i s  s h i r t .  A Mrs. C ra f t  d ec id ed  th e  men should
M icro film  of The J o in t  D iary  of James and Gran­
v i l l e  S tu a r t  R ecording L ife  anSHBvents In  koniana t e r r i t o r y , 
1061-lS 5 5  from  W illiam  Coe C o l le c t io n ,  Ÿale t ^ i v e r s i i y ,
( H is to r ic a l  L ib ra ry ,  H elena)*
S tu a r t ,  op* o i t *. p . 188.
Ib id * , p . 213»
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wear s h i r t s  w ith  s ta rc h e d  f ro n ts  neckbands, and w ris tb a n d s , 
and th en  s e t  out to  te a c h  th e  In d ian  w ives th e  i n t r i c a c i e s  
o f iro n in g *  L a te r  t h a t  stum er a l l  th e  men were shav ing  and 
in d u lg in g  in  an o c c a s io n a l h s i r  cut* The e la b o ra te ly  
beaded buck sk in  s h i r t  gave way t o  b lu e  f la n n e l  s h i r t s  w ith  
b la c k  n e c k tie s*  Shoes and b oo ts to o k  th e  p lace  o f the  
m occasin s, and wash day was changed to  an o th er day th an  
Sunday* The S tu a r ts  were d e l i s t e d  w ith  th e  a r r i v a l  o f a 
f in e  v U i n i s t ,  J ,  B. Caven, and h i s  ta le n te d  w ife ; and 
th e y  en joyed  b o th  th e  music and th e  s o c ie ty  of th e  w hite 
woman*^^
One of th e  g o ld  se e k e rs  was a d e n t i s t .  Dr* H* J .
U cK ellops, who l a t e r  p u lle d  a to o th  f o r  O ran v ille* ^^
In  Septem ber, G ra n v ille  made th e  acq u ain tan ce  of
two men th a t  he l ik e d  and ro d e  w ith  them from  H e ll Gate to
Gold Creek* These men were Henry Plummer and C h arles
R eeves, th e  n o to r io u s  ro ad  agen ts*  He even re p a ire d  Plummer's
16gun d u r in g  t h e i r  s to p  a t  Gold Creek*
Rie S tu a r ts  r e a l i z in g  t h a t  t r a d in g  w ith  th e  m iners and 
em ig ran ts  was a lu c r a t iv e  b u s in e ss  moved t o  Bannack in  
November, 1862, le a v in g  R ezin  Anderson in  charge of th e  s to r e
I b i d *, p* 215. 
15 I b i d *, p* 216, 
1® I b i d *, p* 223,
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a t  Gold G re e k .l?  In  March, 1863, G ra n v ille  re tu rn e d  fo r  
s u p p l ie s :  te o  dozen lo n g -h an d led  shovels which he so ld  a t
te n  d o l l a r s  each , and f i f t e e n  pounds of chewing tobacco  
which th e  m iners bought a t  f i f t e e n  d o l la r s  a pound
In  A ugust, 1863, James S tu a r t  and W. B. Dance opened
a  s to r e  and G ra n v ille  and R ezin  Anderson s e t  up a b la c k ­
sm ith  shop in  V irg in ia  C i ty ,  In  two weeks, Rezin and Gran­
v i l l e  to o k  in  th r e e  hundred d o l la r s  in  t h e i r  b lacksm ith
shop .
The S tu a r t s  were s tro n g , u p r ig h t men, who rem ained 
lo y a l  to  t h e i r  In d ia n  w ives and c h i ld re n .  , G ra n v ille  was a 
p h ilo so p h e r  and dream er and , above a l l ,  a keen o b se rv e r.
H is knowledge of th e  c a t t l e  in d u s try  was ex h au stiv e  and h is  
g r e a t e s t  c o n tr ib u t io n  was th e  h i s t o r y  of th a t  in d u s try .  He 
to o k  a keen i n t e r e s t  in  th e  sc h o o ls  and in  prom oting Deer
Lodge in  e v e ry  p o s s ib le  way. James S tu a r t  was a  man of
a c t io n ,  l ik e d  gam bling , was a  good p o l i t i c i a n  and a shrewd 
b u s in e ss  man.
Fred B urr h i r e d  F rank  Goodwin to  b u ild  h i s  cab in  f o r
1"̂  I b i d . .  p p . 231-238, 
1® I b i d . .  p .  234.
1® I b i d . .  p .  258 . 
I b i d ..ll,pp . 1 5 -1 6 .
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two h o rse s  and f i f t y  pounds o f  f lo u r  in  th e  f a l l  of 1861.21 
F red  B urr was a t r a d e r  and a l s o  p ro sp ec ted  w ith  th e  S tu a r t s .  
Most of h is  tim e was sp e n t on th e  road  to  F t .  B enton, H e ll 
G ate , and  th e  B eaverhead . H is w ife  was a  s i s t e r  o f Aubony, 
G ra n v ille  *s w ife .
John P o w e ll 's  c h ie f  o ccu p atio n  was h u n tin g . Day 
a f t e r  day  he would go out a f t e r  game and would very  seldom 
r e tu r n  en ^ ty  handed . He knew th e  coun try  and was o ften  
h i r e d  by v a r io u s  p a r t i e s  to  a c t  as  t h e i r  gu id e . He a ls o  
l ik e d  n o th in g  b e t t e r  th en  t o  spend th e  evening gam bling 
and d r in k in g  w hiskey . He l e f t  th e  Gold C reek se ttle m e n t 
in  A ugust, 1862, to  s e t t l e  f a r t h e r  up th e  C la rk  Pork.22
Bob D es^sey was among th e  e a r l i e s t  o f th e  s e t t l e r s .  
He was b o rn  in  I r e la n d  in  1825 and came to  America in  1846. 
Between 1850 and 1860, he t r a d e d  w ith  th e  em igran ts fo r  
t h e i r  w orn-out an im als which he w in te red  in  th e  Beaverhead 
and B ig  H ole V a lle y s . H is f i r s t  fa rm , purchased  by him in  
1861, was on th e  w est s id e  o f  th e  C la rk  Fork , about fo u r 
m ile s  below th e  mouth o f Gold C reek . T his l i t t l e  s e t t l e ­
ment was g iv en  th e  name o f D u b l i n .
21 I b i d . .  p . 186.
22 I b i d . .  p . 217.
23 R obert D ençsey, In te rv iew  by W. P . W heeler in  1885, 
( H is to r ic a l  L ib ra ry , H e le n a ) .
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Mns. Dempsey was a woman o f  u n c e r ta in  temperament* At 
tim es a f t e r  becoming e x a sp e ra te d  by th e  drunken lo a f e r s  
always hang ing  around t h e r e ,  she would pu t one or more of 
them to  f l ig j i t*  In  one e n c o u n te r , a C harles A llen  l o s t  a 
to o th ,  re c e iv e d  two b lackened  e y e s , and had h is  fa c e  so 
b ad ly  s c ra tc h e d  th a t  he  was u n recogn izab le*^^
Dempsey so ld  h i s  ran ch  in  th e  f a l l  of 1862, to  ta k e  
up an o th e r s ix  o r seven  m iles  above Deer Lodge on th e  c reek  
t h a t  now b e a rs  h is  name* In  1863, he went to  Bannack and 
l a t e r  fo llow ed  th e  g o ld  ru s h  to  th e  Ruby V a lle y , where he 
managed a  w ayside inn*^^
DESR LODGE
On Cottonwood C reek e lev en  m iles up th e  Deer Lodge 
R iv e r , th e  f i r s t  se ttle re --!R io m as  L a v a tta , Joseph H i l l ,
A le jo  B a ra s ta --w e re  o f S pan ish  or o f Mexican d escen t and 
came from  Ft* Uhion* The se ttle m e n t founded by them and 
known in  1860-61 as S pan ish  Fork and a ls o  as Cottonwood
s in c e  i t  was s i t u a te d  on a c ree k  l in e d  w ith  t a l l  cottonwood
26tre e s *  I t  i s  r a th e r  in t e r e s t i n g  to  n o tic e  th e  d i f f e r e n t
S tu a r t ,  0£* c i t *. p* 174*
25 Deimpsey, op* c i t *
26 M. A. L eeson , H is to ry  of Montana, 1739- 1885 
(C hicago , 1885), p ,  561 .
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100 f e e t wide
100 n W
100 If It
100 if If N
80 ft ft
16 n ft
A ll o th e r
Survey of th e  e x t e r io r  boundary and fo u r b locks of 
i n t e r i o r  l i n e s ;  o f th e  Town S i te  of La B arge.
E x te r io r  L ines
B eginning  a t  a s ta k e  d r iv e n  on th e  n o r th  s id e  of 
Cottonwood C reek fo r  a s t a r t i n g  p o in t*  Turn thence  West 
and a t  t h i r t y  e ig h t  (38) cha in s c ro ss  Cottonwood C reek,
At Seventy  and te n  one h u n d re th  ch a in s  (70 .10) i n t e r s e c t  
th e  bank of Deer Lodge R iv er and a t  E ig h ty  chains (80) 
d r iv e  a  S take  f o r  th e  n o r th  West co m er of Town S i t e .
From s a id  S take tu rn  South and a t  Seventy fo u r and 
tw en ty  one h u n d re th  ch a in s  c ro s s  c ree k  and a t
E ig h ty  ch a in s  (80) drove a S take fo r  th e  South West co rn e r 
of Town S i t e .
From th e n ce  tu r n  E a s t and a t  T h ir ty  f iv e  chains (35) 
i n t e r s e c t  Deer Lodge R iv er and a t  E igh ty  Chains drove a 
s ta k e  fo r  th e  South E a s t co rn er o f  Town S i t e .
From th e n c e  tu r n  N o rth  and a t  N in e tie  Seventy f iv e  
one h u n d red th  ch a in s  19 .75  c ro ss  c re e k . At Seventy
and tw enty  f iv e  <me h u n d red th  ch a in s  (70 .25 ) cro ss  cottonwood 
c re e k  and a t  eig^ity  ch a in s  (80) i n t e r s e c t  th e  p o in t of 
b eg in n in g  th e  Same b e in g  th e  N orth  E ast co rn e r of Town 
S i t e .
I n t e r i o r  L ines
Four B locks of I n t e r i o r  l in e s  have been com pleted, 
b e in g  Blocks 2 0 , 21 Iti'd and 23 , For p a r t i c u la r s  see 
accompanying d iag ram .




n a t i o n a l i t i e s  re p re s e n te d  In  th e  e a r ly  s e ttle m e n ts  In  th is  
v a l le y :  Dempsey*s s e ttle m e n t re p re s e n te d  th e  I r i s h  and was
c a l le d  "D u b lin ."  G rant «as a C anadian; Cottonwood «as 
S p an ish ; and s e v e ra l  m ile s  so u th  of Cottonwood was a French 
s e t t le m e n t .
La B arge, H arkness and Company was o rgan ized  to  c a rry  
on t r a d e  w ith  th e  m in e rs . Two f r ie n d s  of C ap ta in  La B arge, 
John S . Pem berton and Leon Q u e sn e ll, then  l iv in g  In  C o tto n ­
wood, b e l ie v e d  th e  company would s e t  up a m e rc a n tile  e s ­
ta b lish m e n t th e r e  t h a t  summer (1 8 6 2 ). They p la t t e d  th e  
to w n s lte ,  had i t  su rveyed  and named I t  "La Barge C i ty ."  
H arkness had charge of th e  t r a d in g  end and brought th e  s to c k  
of m iners s u p p lie s  and t r a d in g  goods to  Gold C reek . Soon 
f in d in g  t h a t  he d i s l ik e d  e v e ry th in g  In  the  m ountain coun try  
ex cep t th e  t r o u t  f i s h in g ,  H arkness l e f t ,  g iv in g  away most 
of h i s  s to c k  of goods and s e l l in g  an ambulance to  John 
G ra n t. "La Barge C ity "  was p la c e d  on th e  maps and th a t  
name was used  d u rin g  1862-1863, when I t  r e v e r te d  to  C otton­
wood
In  a d d i t io n  t o  th e  nam es, Span ish  Fork , Cottonwood, 
La Barge C i ty ,  t h i s  s e t t le m e n t  was d e s ig n a te d  "Idaho  C ity " ,
Hiram M artin  C h ltte d e n , H is to ry  of E a rly  S t e ^ -  
b o a t H av lg a tlo n  on th e  M isso u ri R iv e r . L l ^  ^ d  A dvei^ures 
of "" Joseph  La barge (5 v o i s . .  tïew Ÿ ork, lG 03), I Ï ,  p .
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th e  county  s e a t  o f Deer Lodge County, when i t  became p a r t  of 
th e  T e r r i to r y  o f Idaho  o rg an ized  in  1863* S ince Montana 
T e r r i to r y  was formed s h o r t ly  a f te rw a rd s , th e  name Idaho C ity
go
was im m edia te ly  dropped*
In  1862, th e  Deer Lodge Town Company—W* B* Dance,
James S t u a r t ,  John S* Pem berton, G ra n v ille  S tu a r t ,  Leon
Q u esn e lle , Louis D ischneauz , and F rank T ruchet—lo c a te d  and
a p p ro p r ia te d  s ix  hundred and f o r ty  ac re s  o f  land  f o r  the
town of Deer Lodge C i ty .  T his was n o t reco rd ed  u n t i l
Jan u ary  18, 1868* The coiqpany had De Lacy su rvey  th e  s i t e ;
b u t th e y  gave away so  many o f th e  l o t s  t h a t  th ey  d id  n o t
29make e n o u ^  to  pay f o r  th e  survey*
In  accordance w ith  an a c t  passed  by th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
assem bly of th e  T e r r i to r y  o f Id ah o , a p re-em ption  c la im  was 
f i l e d  on O ctober 28 , 1864, by th e  Deer Lodge Town Company 
fo r  th r e e  hundred  and tw en ty  ac res*  % i s ,  however, d id  no t 
f i l l  th e  req u irem e n ts  o f  th e  law* The members o f t h i s  
company th e n  were J .  S . Pem berton, C. A. B roadw ater, L. DeMar, 
Leon Q u esn e lle , W* F* S an d ers , A* F a l l  D ayton, Ramsey F* 
I rn s h a ,  F . H u ff , and E . P . Lewis* I t  was no t u n t i l ,  August 
6 , 1869, t h a t  th e  p re s e n t town p l a t  c o n s is t in g  of e ig h ty -tw o
Idaho  T e r r i to r y  S essio n  Laws, 1 s t S ess* , 1863-64
(Lewistown7TL554l7 pS. 674::P7B:------------
Town P l a t s ,  Book A ., Deer Lodge C ounty, p p . 30-33*
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b lo ck s was f i l e d  by D, P . Kewcomer, p ro b a te  judge of Deer 
Lodge C ounty. I t  was su rveyed  and mapped by  D. L . G r i f f i th *  
The s t r e e t s  ru n n in g  n c r th  and so u th  were named A, B, C, D,
E, Ff and G. and th o se  ru n n in g  e a s t  and w est, f i r s t ,  second, 
t h i r d ,  . . . te n th  s t r e e t s *  The p a te n t  fo r  th e  land  was 
reco rd ed  on O ctober 4 , 1872*30
The towns i t  e was a sq u are  w ith  th e  Deer Lodge R iver 
on th e  w e s t. The e a s t  and w est s t r e e t s  were e ig h ty  f e e t  
wide and th e  n w th  and so u th  were one hundred f e e t .  "H ere,
. , . Leon Q uesnelle  and Louis Demers b u i l t  th e  f i r s t  house 
in  1860; • • • Worden & C o ., e re c te d  the  f i r s t  s to re  in  
1863, and made th e  p rim a l in n o v a tio n  on th e  Ind ians*"^^  
Thomas L a v a tta  was a l s o  among th e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  but b u i l t  
about a m ile  above th e  town of Deer Lodge on Cottonwood 
C reek .
Rie second house b u i l t  in  Deer Lodge was a sq u a t-  
lo o k in g , d i r t - r o o f e d ,  s ix te e n  by tw enty  fo o t c a b in . I t  
s to o d  on Main S t r e e t  o p p o s ite  Murphy, B e i l  and Company*s 
s t o r e ,  c lo s e  t o  W orden's s t o r e .  I t  was b u i l t  in  1863 by 
Louis D ischneaux . I t  had been used  as th e  o f f ic e  of th e  
c le rk  and r e c o r d e r ,  as a re s id e n c e  by Thomas S tu a r t  and
30 Book 1 , M isc. Page 1 , T ra n sc r ib e d  R ecords, Pow ell 
Com ity, M ontana.
3^ Kew K orth -W est, (Deer Lodge) Ju ly  9 , 1869.
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John S. Pem berton, and f i n a l l y  as a w arehouse. This cab in  
was to rn  down in  1885, and a wagon shed e re c te d  in  i t s
p l a c e .38
Warren C. G i l l e t t e  and James King s e t  up a tr a d in g  
e s ta b lish m e n t in  November, 1862, w ith  a good s to c k  of m in e r 's  
s u p p lie s  in  an u n f in is h e d  b u ild in g  e re c te d  by C. A. Broad­
w a te r . T h e ir  s ta y  was b r i e f  as King was induced to  go back 
to  th e  S ta te s  and G i l l e t t e  d ec id ed  th a t  tra d e  was more b r i s k  
in  B annack.3^
The S tu a r ts  and P rank L. Worden formed a p a r tn e rs h ip  
in  June 1864 and opened a s to r e  in  Deer Lodge which James 
managed. G ra n v ille  rem ained in  V irg in ia  C ity  u n t i l  1867, 
when h e , to o ,  r e tu rn e d  to  Deer Lodge. P . E. W. P a tte n  
bought th e  V irg in ia  C ity  s to r e  in  1865.3^
In  1864, th e  most s t a r t l i n g  f e a tu re s  of th e  c i ty  were 
" s ix  lo g  c a b in s , some p e a c e fu l ly  ru m in atin g  cows, a s t r a y  
v aquer0 , and a l o t  of h a lf« b re e d  papooses, engaged in  making 
mud p ies.nSG  The b u s in e ss  d i s t r i c t  was the  s to r e ,  S tu a r t  
and Company, and a b la ck sm ith  sh o p .3^
52 L eeson, 0 £ . c i t . .  p . 661*
33 R o b ert vau^dui. Then and Now; o r . T h ir ty - s ix  Years 
in  th e  R ockies (M in n eap o lis , 1 ^ 0 ) ,  pp. 229-àÿô.
34 Montana P ost (V irg in ia  C i ty ) ,  November 25 , 1865*
35 I b i d . , December 16 , 1865.
36 I b i d . ,  December 2 5 , 1865.
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A y ea r l a t e r  in  1865, th e  number of lo g  cabins had 
in c re a s e d  to  abou t one hundred and tw e n ty -f iv e  and th e  b u s i­
n ess  d i s t r i c t  was g r e a t ly  e n la rg e d . Now th e re  were th re e  or 
fo u r s to r e s ,  a number of h o t e l s ,  a c a b in e t-sh o p , a brew ery, 
b u tc h e r  sh o p s, s a lo o n s , and c o r r a l s .  This was th e  base of 
s u p p lie s  f o r  th e  new mines o f th e  H e ll Gate co u n try ; th e  
Big B ear, E lk  C reek, D ave 's  Deep Rock and Douglas G ulches. 
P e te r  M artin  and Company's h o te l  was d e sc r ib e d  as a c r e d i t ­
ab le  and s a t i s f a c t o r y  e s ta b lish m e n t.^ '^  Three steam  saw m ills 
were k ep t busy tu r n in g  out lum ber f o r  th e  many b u ild in g s  
under c o n s tru c t io n .  The Dance and S tu a r t  Sawmill used  a 
f i f t y - f o u r  in c h , c i r c u la r  b lad e  d r iv e n  by a fo r ty -h o rs e  
power p o r ta b le  engine and could  c u t f i f t e e n  thousand f e e t  
o f lumber p e r  d ay . Johnny G rant owned a g r i s tm i l l  and th e  
f i r s t  th r e s h in g  m achine.
The n e x t y e a r  (1 8 6 6 ), Dance, S tu a r t  and Company 
e re c te d  a f in e  adobe b u ild in g  f o r  t h e i r  s to r e ,  which added 
g r e a t ly  to  th e  appearance of th e  tow n, and a new f i r e p ro o f  
b u ild in g  f o r  a w arehouse. At t h i s  tim e th e se  men were 
"do ing  a sm ashing t r a d e . "3® An ad v ertisem en t of Dance,
I b ^ . , November 26; December 23, 1865. 
I b i d . , December 16, 1865*
I b i d . ,  J u ly  28 , 1866.
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S tu a r t  & C o .’s re a d :
Deer Lodge C ity  (Cottonwood)
G ro c e r ie s , W ines, L iq u o rs , Queensware, Hardware, C lo th*  
in g . B lan k e ts , Boots and Shoes, B u ffa lo  O vershoes,
B r id le s ,  S ad d le s , W hips, H arness and C a lifo rn ia  Mining 
T o o ls . A ll of which th e y  w i l l  s e l l  very  low fo r  cash .
Come down In  th e  V a lley  where th e  sun s h in e s , (roads 
good) and th e  g ra s s  grows h ig h .* "
The C i ty  Meat M arket was opened by C h arles  P. H. B le le n b e rg .
A. K. M cClure, p a s s in g  t h r o u ^  Deer Lodge In  1867, 
d e s c r ib e d  I t  :
A l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  o f p ro b ab ly  two hundred In h a b i ta n ts ,  
s i t u a te d  on th e  r i v e r  of th e  same name, and n e a r ly  
c e n t r a l  In  th e  most p ic tu re sq u e  and b e a u t i f u l  v a l le y  I  
have seen  In  M ontana. There were no m ining camps w ith in  
te n  m ile s  of th e  tow n, and I t  wears th e  q u ie t ,  sober a i r  
of an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  community.**
T h is  community In  1869 had In c re a se d  to  s e v e ra l  hundred 
h o u se s , had become th e  county s e a t ,  and  was th e  b u s in e ss  
c e n te r  of s orae s ix t y  th r iv in g  m ining c a a ^ s•
Hot In  I t s e l f  a m ining tow n, peopled  by a r e l a t i v e l y  
l a r g e r  number o f  f a m i l ie s  th a n  o th e r  tow ns, and th u s 
h av in g  an In h e re n t s o c ia l  s u p e r io r i ty ;  I t s  cozy d w ell­
in g s  b u i l t  on good s iz e d  s e p a ra te  l o t s ,  surrounded  by 
shade t r e e s ,  and n e a t ly  In c lo s e d , combines w ith  o th e r  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t o  g ive  I t  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  and su p e rio r  
ap p ea ran ce , w hile th e  In d u s try  and s te ad y  t h r i f t  o f  I t s  
d en izen s  I s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t ic e a b le .  The C ourt House, 
a f in e  s t r u c t u r e ,  s ta n d s  In  th e  c e n te r  of a spac ious 
g reen -sw arded  s q u a re , and a  q u a r te r  of a m ile to  th e  
s o u th , on a s l i g h t  em inence, w i l l  be b u i l t  th e
**̂  I b i d . ,  Jan u ary  5 , 1867.
*1 A. K. M cClure, Three Thousand M iles Through th e
Rooky M ountains (H x lla d e lp h ia , ÏS59), pT 2557”
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P e n i te n t ia r y  o f  M o n t a n a . 42
Mr. Sam S c o tt  p u rchased  th e  l o t  a d jo in in g  th e  S c o tt 
House 8 0  t h a t  he could  b u ild  a ta o  s to ry  a d d itio n  t o  h is  
h o t e l .  The Sun P e a r l  G a lle ry , a d v e r t is e d  am brotypes, pho to­
g ra p h s , and p o r c e la in s .4® A nother p rosperous b u sin ess  was 
P e te r  V a l l to n 's  Deer Lodge Brew ery. He su p p lie d  P ikes Peak, 
C arib o u , French and Uncle B en 's  G ulches, M issoula, P rench- 
tow n, and o th e r  camps. He was:
L ocated  In  a la rg e  s u b s ta n t ia l  b u ild in g , pu t up In  
1864, and p u rchased  by th e  p re s e n t p ro p r ie to r s  In  
F eb ru a ry , *67. Here I s  th e  bar-rnom , b ee r house , 
c o o le r s ,  b o t t l e  and fe rm en tin g  c e l l a r s  on th e  f i r s t  
f l o o r ,  w h ile  above I s  th e  m alt h o u se , k i l n s ,  m il ls  and 
s to r e  room s, th e  m i l l  b e in g  run  by h o rse-p o w er. Every 
p o r t io n  I s  k ep t as c le a n  as a  good house w ife  keeps h e r  
p a r l o r ,  and c h e e r fu ln e s s  I s  d isp en sed  by th e  g e n ia l 
fa c e  o f  P e te r  th e  G re a t—Brew er. L as t year t h i s  brewery 
made th e  second l a r g e s t  r e tu rn s  to  th e  I n te r n a l  Revenue 
O f f ic e r s ,  th e  brew re a c h in g  n e a r ly  a thousand g a llo n s  
p w  m onth, and a la r g e r  one has been o rdered  from S t .  
L o u is . Three e x p e r t  b rew ers a re  kep t employed and th e  
va lu e  o f th e  p ro p e r ty  I s  about $7 0 0 0 ."4*
V eg e tab les  were quo ted  as fo llo w s : p o ta to e s , s ix
ce n ts  a pound; b e a n s , f i f t e e n  ce n ts  a pound; cabbage, f i f ­
te e n  ce n ts  a pound; b e e ts ,  f i f t e e n  cen ts  a pound; on ions, 
te n  cen ts  a pound.4®
42 Hew S o rth -W est (Deer L odge), Ju ly  9 , 1869.
43 I b i d . .  O ctober 1 , 1869.
44 I b i d . .  August 1 3 , 1869.
45 L ee . c l t .
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Deer Lodge co n tin u ed  to  f lo u r i s h  d u rin g  1870. The 
Masonic Temple was b u i l t  a t  a c o s t o f  e ig h t  thousand d o l l a r s .  
Grand Lodge a u th o r iz e d  th e  is s u e  of a c h a r te r  to  "Deer Lodge 
Ho. 1 4 ."  The o f f i c e r s  named were W. B. Dance, w. M.; N. C. 
B osw ell, S . W.j and P . V a li to n , J .  The S c o tt House was
reco g n ized  as  a  f in e  h o te l ;  th e  Well* Fargo Company was 
re p re s e n te d ;  and th e  new p e n i te n t ia r y  was being  c o n s tru c ted  
a t  a  co s t of t h i r t y - n i n e  thousand  th re e  hundred d o l la r s .
I t  was to  have fo u r te e n  c e l l s ,  acco rd in g  to  th e  f i r s t  con­
t r a c t ,  a lth o u g h  o th e rs  were to  be added l a t e r .  The g ra n i te  
b e in g  used  in  i t s  c o n s tru c tio n  was found te n  m iles from 
Deer Lodge, w h ile  th e  ru b b le  s to n e  fo r  th e  w alls  was found 
on ly  fo u r m iles  away.^^
George W. I r v in  came to  Deer Lodge in  1866 and ran  
a d rug  s to r e ;* 8  th e n  in  1866-1867 he se rved  as th e  f i r s t  
p o s tm a s te r . Edward S tach p o le  became th e  po stm aste r in  1 8 6 9 .*9
The o ld e s t  hardw are s to r e  in  Southw estern  Mmtana was 
e s ta b l i s h e d  by S tra n g  & R ichardson  in  1866# Marvin W. T rask , 
a t  th e  age of sev en teen  e n te re d  th e  coBq)sny as an a p p re n tic e
I b i d . ,  O ctober 15 , 1869.
47 I b i d . .  November 11, 1870.
48 C h a rle s  S . W arren, George W. I rv in  » I I  in  Montana 
C o n tr ib u tio n s  « V II , p .  175.
4® L eeson , 0£ . c i t . ,  p . 1091#
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and in  1907 purchased  th e  s t o r e . 50
John O 'N eil m anufactu red  f u r n i t u r e ,  s e t t in g  up h is  
b u s in e ss  in  1867. He made e v e ry th in g  from  c ra d le s  to  c o f f in s  
and employed e ig h t  men. Some weeks h i s  b u sin ess  amounted to  
one thousand  d o l l a r s .
W. A. C lark  had gone in to  p a r tn e rs h ip  in  1868 w ith  
R obert W. D o n n e ll, who had a w ho lesa le  m e rc a n tile  e s ta b l i s h ­
ment . T u tt and D onnell had a s to r e  in  Deer Lodge bu t th ey  
d is s o lv e d  p a r tn e r s h ip .  Then C la rk  e n te re d  th e  f irm , moved 
th e  s to c k  from  th e  H elena s to r e  t o  Deer Lodge. S. S . L a ra b ie , 
th e  D eer Lodge m anager, became a member o f  th e  f irm . In  a 
y ea r th e y  were ab le  to  s e l l  e v e ry th in g  a t  a  la rg e  p r o f i t  
and w ith  D o n n e ll 's  ap p ro v a l, th e y  e s ta b l is h e d  th e  D o n n e ll, 
C la rk , and L a ra b ie  Bank.52
Thomas L a v a tta  was one of th e  e a r ly  s e t t l e r s  e r e c t in g  
a cab in  c lo s e  t o  th e  p re s e n t s i t e  o f Deer Lodge on Cottonwood 
C reek soon a f t e r  Johnny G rant d id .  He was employed as a 
gu ide fo r  th e  e a r ly  C a th o lic  m is s io n a r ie s  and l a t e r  was an 
employee of th e  H udson 's Bay Company.®® His d au g h te r , Mary,
50 Mrs. Marvin W. T rask , Deer Lodge ( In te rv ie w ) .
New N o rth - West (Deer Lodge), November 11, 1870.
52 W illiam  u a n ie l  Mangam, The C larks of Montana (1939),
p . 28*
®® New N orth-W est (Deer L odge), June 10, 1893; October 
2 , 1896.
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m arried  R ezin Anderson in  1866. Another d a u ^ t e r ,  E lle n , 
became th e  w ife  of James S tu a r t*  R ezin Anderson d id  no t 
w holly approve of t h i s  m arriag e  and remarked th a t  th e  "nex t 
th in g  he does he had b e t t e r  ta k e  I s a b e l l 's  in fa n t  daugh ter 
f o r  a s p ir i tu a l* " ® ^
One of th e  f i r s t  two w hite c h ild re n  in  Deer Lodge was 
ICrs. Thomas Morgan, th e  d au g h te r  of James M. B a iley , who 
a r r iv e d  in  Deer Lodge In  1865*®®
P e te r  Normandin to o k  up a hom estead about 1869, f iv e  
m ile s  so u th  of Deer Lodge a t  the  age of s ix te e n .  He came 
v ia  P o rt Benton from  M assach u se tts  in  1864, bu t o r ig in a l ly  
came from  M o n trea l. In  1860, he m arried  Marie B eaurais from
Quebec P ro v in c e .^6
In  May, 1869, Guine E vans, th e  d a u ^ t e r  of Morgan 
E vans, made th e  f i r s t  hom estead e n try  by a woman in  Montana, 
S ie proved up on a  hom estead which was lo c a te d  on Warm 
S prings C reek  and was g ra n te d  a government p a te n t to  I t , ^ ^
M icro film  o f  The J o in t  D iary  o f  James and Gren­
v i l l e  S t u a r t , op . c i t .
Hew N orth-W est (Deer L odge), November 16, 1888.
B iography of P e te r  Normandin in  S ta te  H is to r ic a l  
L ib ra ry , H elen a .
S tu a r t ,  030. c i t . ,  I I ,  p .  34 .
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WARM SPRINGS
F if te e n  m ile s  so u th  of Deer Lodge I s  th e  n a tu ra l  
c u r io s i t y ,  th e  mound w ith  th e  sp r in g  on i t s  summit. L ouis 
B elanger lo c a te d  on th e  sp r in g s  in  1865, bu t then  abandoned 
the  c la im . Henry G ira rd  f i n a l l y  f u n f i l l e d  th e  requ irem en ts 
o f th e  p re -em p tio n  law and acq u ired  th e  t i t l e ,  Henry s o ld  
th e  p ro p e r ty  to  h i s  b r o th e r ,  E. G ira rd , in  1870. Louis 
B e lan g e r, h i s  b ro th e r - in - la w , r e tu rn e d ;  and th e  two e re c te d  
a te n  room h o t e l ,  s e v e ra l  b a th  h o u se s , and engaged in  s to c k  
r a i s i n g .  T h is grew in to  th e  town of Warm S p rin g s .^8
GREGSON HOT SPRINGS
There i s  a n o th e r  group of s p r in g s , th e  Upper Deer 
Lodge Hot S p r in g s , j u s t  te n  m iles  beyond Warm Springs a t  
th e  so u th e rn  e x tre m ity  of th e  v a l le y .  These were f i r s t  
owned by th e  Gregs on b r o th e r s ,  E l i  and George. Kiey came 
to  Montana and mined in  A ld er Gulch in  1864, then  took  up 
a farm  WhlCh in c lu d ed  th e  sp r in g s  on A p ril 11, 1869.
B iography of N a th a lie  B elanger in  S ta te  H is to r ic a l  
L ib ra ry , H elen a .
89 Anaconda (B u tte )  S tan d a rd , December 1 , 1913.
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SETTLERS AND THE INDIANS
The sh o r ta g e  of w h ite  women on th e  f r o n t i e r  and in  
th e  m ining camps caused most of th e  men to  form an a l l ia n c e  
w ith  one or more In d ia n  women. Most of th e  In d ian  wives of 
th e  men in  th e s e  s e tt le m e n ts  belonged  to  th e  Snake and 
Bannock t r ib e s *  Some men, as th e  S tu a r t s ,  rem ained t r u e  to  
t h e i r  In d ia n  w ives and c h i ld re n ,  w h ile  o th e rs  would send 
them back to  t h e i r  peop le  and m arry w hite women. One o f 
John G ra n t 's  w iv es , C ora, was g r e a t ly  re sp e c te d  and w e ll-  
l ik e d  by th e  w h ite s  as w e ll as th e  In d ia n s . She d ied  in
March, 1867, of consum ption .@0 Thomas Adams and h is  w ife
d is s o lv e d  p a r tn e r s h ip  by m utual consen t a f t e r  l i v in g  to g e th e r  
a month. S ev e ra l y ea rs  l a t e r  he d isc o v e red  he had a c h i l d , * 
a boy, in  an In d ia n  cax^ and kidnapped him . The boy who
could  no t sp eak  E n g lis h , c r ie d  so  p i t i f u l l y  t h a t  Adams'
f r ie n d s  persuaded  him to  r e tu r n  th e  boy to  th e  mother.®^
Many tim es th e  In d ia n  w ives would g e t d is g ru n tle d  and r e tu r n  
to  t h e i r  t r i b e s ;  th en  th e  husband would have to  g ive h is  
f a th e r - in - la w  a h o rse  or two to  persuade h is  w ife to  r e tu r n .
The In d ia n s  were c o n t in u a l ly  s te a l in g  th e  h o rse s
Mont ana (V irg in ia  C ity )  P o s t , March 16, 1867. 
S tu a r t ,  op. c i t . .  I ,  p . 227.
62 I b i d . .  I ,  p .  194 .
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from  th e  s e t t l e r s ;  of th e s e  In d ia n s  th e  Bannocks and the  
B lac k fee t were th e  w o rs t. The P la th ead s  and Nez P erces were 
f r i e n d ly  and tru s tw o rth y #  The l a t t e r  d id  n o t hang around 
and b eg . N ea rly  always th e  Nez P erces  had money to  pay fo r  
t h e i r  p u rc h a s e s . I f  th e  o th e rs  had money, they s a id  th e y  
had won I t  gam bling w ith  th e  Nez P e rc e s . The c h ie fs  o f 
th e se  t r i b e s ,  vhen p a s s in g  t h r o u ^  th e  s e t t le m e n ts , would 
d in e  w ith  t h e i r  w h ite  f r i e n d s .  Tbe e a r ly  s e t t l e r s  kept 
an asso rtm en t of t r a d in g  goods; combs, c a l ic o ,  beads, 
k n iv e s , powder, and le a d .  C re d it  was no t re fu sed  to  any of 
th e  P la th e a d s  or Nez P e rc e s , as th e se  In d ian s never f a i l e d  
to  pay t h e i r  d e b ts  on t h e i r  way back from  b u ffa lo  h u n tin g .
I f  th e  p e rso n  t h a t  had c o n tra c te d  th e  d eb t d ied  or was 
k i l l e d ,  a r e l a t i v e  p a id  I t  In  ro b e s , s k in s ,  or b u ffa lo  
to n g u e s . I f  a s e t t l e r  v i s i t e d  th e  In d ian  camp, he was 
welcomed to  th e  b e s t  he had.®®
P o w e ll 's  In d ia n  h o rs e h e rd e r , Jo e , Informed the 
S tu a r ts  t h a t  th e  In d ia n s  had s to le n  te n  h o rses  from G rant 
and th re e  from  P ow ell (1 8 6 1 ). That n ig h t G ra n v ille  t i e d  
h i s  th r e e  b e s t  h o rs e s  to  th e  door and s le p t  In  th e  doorway 
w ith  h is  r i f l e  and re v o lv e r  a t  h is  s id e .  S evera l days l a t e r  
he found ou t a t  G ra n ts v i l le  t h a t  th e  B lack fee t had been th e
I b i d . ,  pp . 157-158.
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h o rse  th ie v e s .  These th ie v e s  had ru n  in  t o  a la rg e  camp 
of P la th e a d s  on th e  o th e r  s id e  of th e  m ountains and managed 
to  escape w ith  a few o f th e  b e s t  h o r s e s ,  bu t th e  rem ainder 
f e l l  in to  th e  hands of th e  P la th e a d s  who re tu rn e d  th e  r e ­
covered h o rse s  to  t h e i r  ow ners. H orses were s to le n  every  
n i ^ t ,  so t h a t  th e  s e t t l e r s  knew th e  h o rse  th ie v e s  were s t i l l  
in  th e  c o u n try . N o tic in g  a  p a r ty  o f In d ian s  p ass in g  along 
th e  fo o t  of th e  m oun ta in s, G ra n v ille  rode a f t e r  them, th in k ­
ing  th e y  m ight be h o rse  th ie v e s .  In s te a d , he found a p a r ty  
of squaws from  G ra n ts v i l le  on a ro o t-d ig g in g  e x p e d itio n .
A few days l a t e r ,  a  p a r ty  o f P la th e ad s  p a ss in g  passed  waving 
a s c a lp  o f a Bannock triu aç> h an tly  and d r iv in g  a band of 
h o rse s  re co v e re d  from  th e  Bannocks. That n ig h t a l l  of th e  
S tu a r t  h o rse s  were s to le n  excep t th e  th re e  t i e d  to  th e  d o o r. 
The P la th e a d s  had se cu re d  a l l  th e  h o rse s  belong ing  to  th e  
p a r ty  of Bannocks and th e  Bannocks had to  r e s o r t  to  s te a l in g  
from  th e  s e t t l e r s  in  o rd e r  to  r e p le n is h  t h e i r  l o s s .  R iis  
band of P la th e a d s  were on t h e i r  way to  th e  b u f fa lo  h u n tin g  
grounds and caught up w ith  th e s e  h o rse  th ie v e s  again  in  th e  
Big Hole and k i l l e d  two of them . In  Ju ly  t h i s  p a r ty  re tu rn e d  
from  h u n tin g  b r in g in g  th r e e  b u f fa lo  ca lv es  th a t  th e y  had 
caught a t  Three P o rk s . Por two m onths, the  S tu a r ts  kept 
t h e i r  h o rse s  t i e d  to  th e  door a t  n i ^ t  and s tak ed  c lo se  to  
th e  c a b in  d u r in g  th e  day.®^
64 I b i d . .  p p . 176-179.
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By Septem ber, th e  F la th e a d s  were aga in  encashed on
the L i t t l e  B la c k fo o t. The whiekey t r a d e r s  were p ly in g  t h e i r
t r a d e ,  which n e t te d  i l l  r e s u l t s  f o r  many In d ian s  and w h ite s .
In  F eb ru ary , 1862, a p a r ty  of F la th ead s  passed  th rough
Gold C reek w ith  a  band of s to le n  Bannock ho rses*  L a te r  th e
Bannocks p assed  th ro u g h  on th e  t r a i l  of th e  F la th ead s  and
re tu rn e d  w ith  th e  h o rse s  and two s c a lp s .  L a te r  in  th e  month,
a F la th e a d  d isc o v e re d  a Bannock camping on Cottonwood G reek,
sc a lp e d  him and to o k  h i s  wives* Two of th e  women escaped ,
b u t Pow ell and James S tu a r t  ransomed th e  t h i r d ,  s in c e  c a p tiv e
In d ia n s  were t r e a t e d  as  s la v e s . Wien John P o w e ll 's  w ife
and th e  ransom ed woman d i d n 't  g e t a lo n g , James m arried  her.GG
V ic to r ,  a w ell-known C h ie f o f th e  P la th e a d s , v i s i t e d
th e  S tu a r t s  in  A p ri l  and d is c u s s e d  In d ia n  a f f a i r s *
"He th in k s  i t  i s  v ery  p ro b ab le  th a t  we w i l l  have 
t r o u b le  w ith  th e  Pend d 'O r e i l l e s  a f t e r  aw hile on account 
of our Snake and Bannock women. M a ille t  came from 
Cottonwood to d ay  to  see  V ic to r ,  V ic to r i s  much d i s ­
s a t i s f i e d  w ith  John G ra n t 's  conduct t h i s  w in te r  and i s  
on h i s  way to  see G rant and t r y  to  have some s e ttle m e n t 
w ith  him* He says G rant h a s  Snake and Bannock wives 
and p le n ty  of In d ia n s  (Snakes and Bannocks) coming to  
v i s i t  him  and when th e y  le av e  th e y  s t e a l  h o rses  from  
th e  F la th e ad s*  He says G rant w i l l  have t o  keep th e  
Snake and Bannocks away frcm  h is  p la c e , e tc*  As Deer 
Lodge V a lle y  and th e  v a l le y s  of th e  Big H ole, B eaverhead, 
and J e f f e r s o n  have been , from  tim es immemorial, a 
n e u t r a l  ground f o r  th e  S nakes, Bannocks, Nez P e rc e s ,
Pend d*O r e i l l e s ,  F la th e a d s , Spokanes, Coeur d 'A le n e s , 
and K o o ten a is , i t  lo o k s l i k e  th e  o ld  c h ie f  i s  to o
P h i l l i p s ,  op . c i t . ,  p p . 196*198.
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a r b i t r a r y  in  i n s i s t i n g  th a t  th e  Snakes and Bannocks 
shou ld  be fo rb id d e n  to  spend th e  w in te r  and hun t th e re  
th e  same as a l l  o th e r s ,  because of l i t t l e  squabbles 
common to  a l l  t r i b e s . ”®®
In  th e  sp r in g  o f 1863, th e  F la th ead  v i l la g e  a r r iv e d .
”The c h ie f  rode out i n t o  a  spot th a t  s u i te d  him and 
d ism ounting  s tu c k  h i s  sp e a r  in to  th e  ground and s a t  down 
beside  i t .  The squaws came up, unsaddled  h is  h o rse  and 
le d  i t  away, w h ile  o th e rs  undid  t h e i r  packs and s e t  up 
th e  lodge over h i s  h ea d . Some s ty l e  about th a t  f e l lo w .
The In d ia n s  were on t h e i r  way to  hunt th e  b u ffa lo  b u l ls  ; a t
t h a t  seaso n , th e y  were in  s e p a ra te  h erd s  and were very  f a t
and f in e  e a t in g .
The l a s t  g r e a t  e x p lo i t  of th e  B lac k fee t In d ian s  in  
th e  D eer Lodge V alley  was in  1864, when th e y  s to l e  one 
hundred  and e ig h ty  h o rse s  from  John and James G ran t, Thomas 
L a v a t ta ,  a i^  s e v e ra l  o th e r s .  The men r a is e d  a sm all p a r ty  
and s e t  out in  p u r s u i t .  They were su c c e s s fu l  in  f in d in g  
th e  In d ia n s  encamped and s u rp r is e d  them, b u t l e t  them e s -
go
cape on s ix  or seven  o f th e  b e s t  h o rs e s .
In  th e  f a l l  of 1869, one hundred Nez P erces end Pend 
O re i l le  In d ia n s  camped on th e  o u t s k i r t s  o£ Deer Lodge w ait*  
in g  fo r  th e  F la th e a d s  to  jo in  them in  t h e i r  y e a r ly  ex cu rs io n  
t o  th e  Y ellow stone c o u n try . "There w i l l  be 'Heap stealum *
G6 I b i d . ,  p p . 203-204.
I b i d . ,  p . 246.
New N orth-W est (Deer L odge), Ju ly  14, 1876.
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h o rs e s  going  on e re  lo n g ."6 9  A fte r  an o th er band o f Pend 
O re i l le s  had p assed  th ro u g h  in  O ctober, f o r ty - f iv e  of Al 
P eaco ck ’s band of h o rse s  were m is s in g . When th e  In d ian s  
were apprehended w ith  some of th e  s to le n  h o rs e s , th e y  d en ied  
th e  t h e f t ,  c la im in g  th a t  th e y  had cap tu red  them from th e  
B la c k f e e t .70
Bie Deer Lodge V alley  co n tin u ed  to  be used as th e  road  
to  th e  b u f fa lo  by th e  In d ia n s  u n t i l  th e  b u f fa lo  were gone 
and th e  In d ia n s  were p la c e d  on r e s e rv a tio n s  • The tra d e  
c a r r ie d  on by th e  e a r ly  s e t t l e r s  was very  p r o f i t a b le ;  th ey  
g a in ed  v a lu a b le  f u r s ,  b u f f a lo  s k in s ,  and h o r s e s .
I b id * . Septem ber 24 , 1869. 
70 I b i d . . O ctober 1 , 1869.
CHAPTER V 
GOVERNMENT
ter r ito r ies
Montana co u n try  w est o f th e  c o n t in e n ta l  d iv id e  was 
In c lu d ed  in  th e  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  Oregon, W ashington, and Idaho 
b e fo re  I t  became p a r t  o f th e  Montana T e r r i to r y ,  C h tll  th e  
n o r th e rn  boundary o f th e  U nited  S ta te s  was f ix e d  In  1846, 
t h i s  p o r t io n  was c la im ed  by b o th  th e  E n g lish  and th e  Ameri­
ca n s . The Hudson Bay Company m ain ta in ed  a tr a d in g  p o s t a t  
P o st Creek and a number o f p o s ts  In  W ashington and Idaho* 
Oregon had re c e iv e d  e n o u ^  s e t t l e r s  by 1840 to  become 
conscious of th e  f a c t  a government was b ad ly  needed. With 
more I n t e r e s t  In  th e  P a c i f i c  N orthw est and more f a r s ig h te d ­
n e s s  th an  C ongress p o sse sse d  a t  t h a t  tim e , th e  Oregonians 
were d e te rm in ed  t h a t  t h i s  re g io n  must become p a r t  of th e  
U nited  S ta t e s .  T h e ir a m b itio n , th e r e f o r e ,  f i r s t  p ro sç te d  
them to  o rg an ize  a  p r o v is io n a l  government In  1841 and adopt 
a c o n s t i tu t io n  on J u ly  6 , 1843. ühey th en  d e s ig n a te d  th e  
co u n try  In  th e  U nited  S ta t e s ,  n o r th  of th e  fo rty -se c o n d  
d eg ree  o f n o r th  l a t i t u d e  and w est of th e  summit of th e  Rooky
M ountains, th e  Oregon T e r r i to r y .^  The f i f t y - f o u r  degree
1 F ra n c is  Newton T horpe, F e d e ra l and S ta te  C o n s t i tu t io n s , 
C o lo n ia l C h a r te rs  » and o th e r  O rganic Saws O]̂  ih e  sC a ie s , t e r r i ­
t o r i e s , " and d o lo n le s  now or Hereto^iore forSTng *ihe Ife 'lted  
S ta te s  of A m erica, V v o l s . , in  5 9 th  C m g ., dd S e s s . House Doc. 
5577  V ," p .  -25 8 C
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and f o r t y  m inu tes o f n o r th  l a t i t u d e  «as t h e i r  n o r th e rn  
boundary*
In  1848, Congress c re a te d  th e  coun try  between th e  
fo r ty -se c o n d  and f o r ty - n in th  d eg rees  of ncp th  l a t i tu d e  and 
w est of th e  summit o f  th e  Rooky M ountains as th e  T e r r i to ry  
of Oregon.® Then, in  1853, th e  W ashington T e r r i to r y  was 
o rg an ized  w ith  th e  Columbia R iver to  W alla W alla , th e  f o r ty -  
s ix th  p a r a l l e l ,  th e  f w t y - n in t h  p a r a l l e l ,  and th e  summit 
O f  th e  Rooky M ountains as i t s  boundaries*  The T e r r i to r y  
o f Id ah o , when i t  was c r e a te d  in  March 3 , 1863, inc luded  
a l l  o f Montana, Id a h o , and Wyoming and had i t s  c a p i ta l  
lo c a te d  a t  Lew istow n, Id a h o . This was to o  f a r  away fo r  
Montanans to  ta k e  p a r t  in  th e  government* Through th e  
in f lu e n c e  of S idney  E d g erto n , Montana T e r r i to ry  was formed 
in  May 26, 1864.
Kie Deer Lodge V a lle y , in  a d d itio n  to  being a p a r t  
of fo u r  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  h as  been a  p a r t  o f tw elve c o u n tie s , 
b u t now has i t s  m ajor p o r t io n  in  Pow ell County. The so u thern  
p a r t  i s  m ostly  in  Deer Lodge C ounty, a l t h o u ^  a sm all co rn er 
o f i t  i s  in  S i lv e r  Bow.
® Loc. c i t - .
3 I b i d . .  V I, p .  3963.
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COUNTIES
I t  was In c lu d ed  In  Clackamas D is t r i c t*  In  Oregon 
T e r r i to r y  In  1843 and In  Vancouver D i s t r i c t  In 1846. The 
name " d i s t r i c t "  was changed to  counties®  and th e  name 
Vancouver changed to  Clark® In  honor of C ap ta in  C la rk  of 
th e  Lewis and C la rk  E x p ed itio n  In  1849#
A fte r  th e  c re a t io n  o f W ashington T e r r i to r y ,  Deer 
Lodge V a lle y  became Skamania County In  March 9, 1864, and 
became W alla W alla County In  A p ril  26 , 1864.^
In  1868, Shoshone C o u n t y #  was formed and in c lu d ed  
w este rn  M ontana; and In  Jan u ary  17, 1860, th e  name was 
changed t o  S p o k a n e . ^ Spokane County was d iv id ed  In
* B a n c ro f t , H ubert Howe, H is to ry  of Oregon In The 
Works' o f H ubert H. B an c ro ft (2 v o l s . ,  San F ra n c isc o . T 556), 
ppT 79S=‘3-:-----------------------------
5 F re d e r ic k  V. Holman, "Oregon C o u n tie s ,"  In  Q u a r te r ly  
of th e  Oregon H is to r i c a l  S o c ie ty , XI (1910), p . 4 ,
® B a n c ro f t , 0£ . c l t ». p p . 492 -3 .
^ U n iv e rs ity  S ta te  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , "N orthw estern  
H is to ry  S y lla b u s " , W ashington H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly , V II (1916), 
p . 90#
8 B a n c ro ft , H ubert Howe, H is to ry  of W ashington, Id ah o , 
and M ontana, 1845*1889, in  The Works o f  5 u b e r i b . B an cro ft 
( Ia n  li'rancT sco , 1 8 9 0 ), > p . 404. “
# L oc. c l t .
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December 14 , 1860 and th e  e a s te rn  p o r tio n  was named M issoula.^® 
The T e r r i to r y  o f Idaho  c re a te d  Deer Lodge County in  
1863;^^ b u t by 1885, S i lv e r  Bow County had in c o rp o ra te d  th e  
so u th e rn  p a r t .  S ince 1901, most of th e  v a l le y  has been i n ­
cluded  in  Pow ell County w ith  i t s  county s e a t  a t  Deer Lodge.
FIRST ELECTIONS MD OFFICERS
There was no a ttem p t to  form  a government in  w estern  
Montana u n t i l  a f t e r  I8 6 0 . When th e  county of Shoshone, com­
p r i s in g  t h i s  a r e a ,  was s e t  o f f  from  W alla W alla in  1868, th e  
county  s e a t  was p la c e d  a t  C o lv i l le  and John Owen was appo in ted  
a county com m issioner.^^  M issoula County was c re a te d  December 
14 , 1860, w ith  th e  coun ty  s e a t  a t  H e ll Gate and Cw P . H ig g in s , 
Thomas H a r r i s ,  and F . L . Worden, county com m issioners; M. W. 
T ip to n , s h e r i f f ;  H. M. C hase, j u s t i c e  of the  p ea ce . None of 
th e s e  men were q u a l i f i e d  fo r  t h e i r  p o s i t io n s  ex cep t H iggins 
and H a r r i s .  They a rran g ed  f o r  an e le c t io n  t o  be h e ld  in  
June or J u ly  a t  th r e e  p la c e s  of p o l l in g :  Jocko Agency,
H e ll G ate , and F t .  Owen. The t o t a l  vo te c a s t  was 74* The 
o f f i c e r s  e le c te d  were th e  fo llo w in g : L ander, r e p re s e n ta t iv e
to  C ongress; D r. B ates o f Spokane C ounty, r e p r e s e n ta t iv e ;
10 I b i d . , p p . 618, 404.
11 I b i d . .  p .  445.
12 I b i d . .  p .  404 .
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Henry C la re n , p ro b a te  ju d g e ; Prank H. Woody, a u d i to r ;  Gran­
v i l l e  S tu a r t ,  C« P. H iggins» E . Van D om , county com m issioners,
th e  a u d i to r ,  and th e  j u s t i c e  of th e  peace were q u a l i f i e d .
No re c o rd s  were k ep t and no b u s in e ss  was tran sa c te d .^ ®
The second e l e c t io n  to o k  p lace  Ju ly  14, 1862, w ith  
p o l l s  a t  Gold C reek , P o r t  Owen, and H e ll G ate . There were 
th ir ty * o n e  names on th e  Deer Lodge P re c in c t l i s t ,  bu t only
t h i r t y  were c a s t  as Thomas L a v a tta  f a i l e d  to  v o te . The
p o l l in g  p la c e  was th e  lo g  cab in  of P . W. HcAdow, A. S. B lake, 
and L . L . Blake on th e  so u th  s id e  of th e  c re e k , a fo u r th  of 
a  m ile beyond th e  p re s e n t  s i t e  of P i o n e e r . ï h e ja f f i c e r s  
e le c te d  were G ra n v ille  S tu a r t ,  and Thomas H a r r is ,  county 
com m issioners; P. L. Worden, t r e a s u r e r ;  C h arles  A lle n , 
ju s t i c e  of th e  p eace ; J<Am W. P ow ell, co ro n er; L. L. B lake, 
r e p r e s e n ta t i v e ,  James S tu a r t ,  s h e r i f f #  There were no p a r ty  
l in e s  and o n ly  one t i c k e t  ex cep t f o r  rep resen ta tiv e# ^ ®
Not lo n g  a f t e r  t h i s ,  James S tu a r t  a r r e s te d  a h o rse
P rank  H. Woody, "A S ketch  of th e  E a rly  H is to ry  of 
W estern M ontana," in  Montana C o n tr ib u t io n s , I I ,  p . 99#
1^ P h o to s ta t ic  copy of e le c t io n  r e tu r n s  w ith  Gran­
v i l l e  S t u a r t 's  p ap e rs  in  th e  S ta te  H is to r ic a l  L ib rary#
G ra n v il le  S t u a r t , F o rty  Years on th e  F ro n t ie r  
as seen  in  th e  Jo u rn a ls  and Rem iniscences of G ra n v ille  
S tu a r t  (F au f P h i l l i p s ,  e d i t o r ,  2 vo ls.,*T T leveiand , 1925), 
f , p . 214#
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t h i e f  and t r i e d  him  b e fo re  a m ass-m eeting of th e  m iners 
around American P ork . The men found him g u i l ty  bu t were 
won over by h i s  o ld  ag e , p o v e r ty , and sense o f  g u i l t .  They 
made him  r e tu r n  th e  s to le n  p ro p e r ty  bu t gave him a pu rse  o f 
f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s ,  some p ro v is io n s ,  and tw elve hours to  le av e  
th e  country .^®
The f i r s t  man a r r e s te d  f o r  h o rse  s te a l in g  in  th i s  
s e c t io n  was Jack  W illiam s in  December 1861. He was n e i th e r  
hanged n o r t r ie d *
O ther h o rs e  th ie v e s  apprehended d id  n o t f a r e  as w e l l .  
One even ing  (1862) th r e e  men--B. P . Jerm agin , W illiam  A rn e tt ,  
and 0 .  W. S p illm an —rode in to  Gold C reek w ith  s ix  f in e -  
lo o k in g  h o r s e s . I t  was soon found out t h a t  th e s e  s tr a n g e rs  
were gam blers as James S tu a r t  had lo s t  th r e e  hundred d o l la r s  
one n ig h t  and had broken th e  monte bank o f two hundred 
d o l la r s  th e  n e x t n i g h t .  In  a s h o r t  tim e two men from  E lk  
C ity  s l ip p e d  in to  town in q u ir in g  f o r  th r e e  h o rse  th ie v e s .  
Spillm an  was found in  W orden's s to r e  and q u ic k ly  su rre n d e re d . 
A rn e tt  was d e a l in g  c a rd s  a t  a sa lo o n ; bu t on th e  o rd er to  
throw  up h i s  h a n d s , reach ed  fo r  h i s  re v o lv e r  th a t  was ly in g  
in  h i s  l a p .  He was sh o t and k i l l e d  i n s t a n t l y ,  c lu tc h in g  th e  
ca rd s  in  h i s  l e f t  hand and h i s  re v o lv e r  in  th e  r ig h t  w ith
16 I b i d . .  p . 216
17 I b i d . .  p p . 218-220 .
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such a g r ip , t h a t  he was h u r le d  w ith  them . S p illm a n 's  
te s tim o n y  of o v e r ta k in g  Jerm agin on th e  t r a i l  a c q u it te d  
Jerm ag in , bu t S p illm an  re c e iv e d  h is  sen ten ce  to  hang . 
S p illm an  fa c e d  h i s  ex e cu tio n  cou rageously  to  become th e  
f i r s t  man t o  be hanged In  M ontana. For s e v e ra l  y ea rs  a f t e r ­
wards Gold G reek was c a l le d  "Hangtown."^^
Seldom d id  th e  m iners and s e t t l e r s  extend any 
clemency to  c a t t l e  and h o rse  th ie v e s .  A young man, Leander 
W. Johnson , had been co n v ic ted  o f c a t t l e  s te a l in g  March, 
1866, and had been s e n t to  V irg in ia  C ity  f o r  sa fe -k e e p in g . 
The s h e r i f f  o f  Madison County re fu se d  to  adm it him to  th e  
j a i l  under h i s  cu sto d y  and se n t him  back to  Deer Lodge. He 
was h an d -cu ffed  and p la c e d  In  a lo g  cab in  u n t i l  a s a fe r  
lo d g in g  co u ld  be fo u n d . That n ig h t  he was taken  to  th e  
s la u g h te r  house on th e  r i v e r  a  s h o r t d is ta n c e  so u th  of 
th e  town and hanged.^®
In  Septem ber, 1862, G ra n v ille  S tu a r t  and Woody went 
to  H e l l  Gate to  o rg an ize  th e  county  government of M issou la , 
W ashington T e r r i to ry .^ ®
August 7 , 1863, D. S . Payne,®® th e  U nited S ta te s
I b i d . .  pp . 218-220 .
Montana P o s t , March 2 4 , 1866.
19 S tu a r t ,  op. c i t . ,  p .  222.
®® I b i d . ,  p . 256 .
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M arsh a ll o f Idaho  T e r r i to r y ,  a r r iv e d  to  make e s tim a te s  of 
th e  re so u rc e s  and p o p u la tio n  and to  e s ta b l i s h  e le c t io n  
p re c in c ts *
There s e r e  s ix t y - s i x  names on th e  p o l l  l i s t  o f Deer 
Lodge P r e c in c t ,  Deer Lodge County, O ctober 24 , 1864*
The f i r s t  s e s s io n  o f th e  l e g i s l a tu r e  of th e  T e r r i to r y  
of M ontana, 1864-1865, gave many men th e  r i j ^ t  to  c o n s tru c t  
ro ad s  and b r id g e s  w ith  th e  p r iv i le g e  of c o l le c t in g  t o l l s  
to  pay fo r  t h e i r  c o n s tru c tio n  and upkeep* T his was ju s t  
an e a sy  way of making money fo r  no work was done on th e  
ro ad s  and th e  b r id g e s  were f l im s y  s t r u c tu r e s ,  y e t th e  t o l l s  
were c o l l e c t e d ,  %.e H e ll  Gate and Deer Lodge Wagon Road 
Company whose members were C h r is ty  P. H ig g in s , W, B. 8 . 
H ig g in s , and John F . H igg ins was one o f  th e s e .  The le n g th  
o f t h e i r  ro ad  was n in e ty  m iles  and th ey  had a r ig h t  to  
c o n s tru c t  two b r id g e s  and two t o l l  g a te s  o r  one b rid g e  and 
one t o l l  g a te  w ith  th e  ta x  doubled* The fo llo w in g  was th e  
l i s t  o f c h a rg e s : Buggy or v e h ic le  drawn by one h o rse , one
d o l la r  and f i f t y  c e n ts ;  v e h ic le  drawn by two h o rs e s , two 
d o l l a r s ;  eaoh a d d i t io n a l  p a i r  of an im a ls , (me d o l l a r ;  man 
and h o r s e ,  one d o l l a r ;  each head of lo o se  h o rs e s , f i f t y  
c e n ts ;  lo o se  c a t t l e ,  tw e n ty -f iv e  c e n ts  p e r head; sheep , te n
c e n ts  p e r head* T h is was approved January  9 , 1865, bu t a l l
21o f th e s e  co n cess io n s were re p e a le d  in  th e  1869-70 s e s s io n .
A c ts , R e so lu tio n s  and Memorials of th e  T e r r i to r y  
of Montana P assed  by F i r s t  L e g is la t iv e  Assembly" (V irg in ia
G T tÿT T FëS) 7"PP ;  5 ^ -5 3 5 1 ------- -------------------------------
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S i lv e r  Bow had been made th e  oouaty s e a t  of Deer 
Lodge County in  1864, but in  1867 th e  coun ty  s e a t  was moved 
to  Deer Lodge. At th e  tim e i t  was p laced  a t  S i lv e r  Bow th e re  
were more peop le  w orking in  th e  mines in  th e  sou thern  p a r t  
th a n  in  th e  upper p a r t  of th e  v a l le y .  When th e  p la c e rs  
p lay ed  o u t.  D eer Lodge ag a in  became th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  popu­
l a t i o n .  G ra n v ille  S tu a r t  and Conrad Kohrs were e le c te d  
coun ty  com m issioners: Howard Z enor, r e c o rd e r ;  Wesley Jo n es ,
s h e r i f f ;  0*Bannon, c le r k  of th e  c o u r t;  Henry F red e rick s  on,
o p
t r e a s u re r*
An i n t e r e s t i n g  case  acco rd in g  to  th e  Montana P ost on 
th e  p ro b a te  c o u r t d o ck e t of Judge C. P . H a ll in  1865 in ­
volved  a la d y  o b ta in in g  s e v e ra l  hundred d o l la r s  from a m iner 
in  a q u e s tio n a b le  f a s h io n .
"The i n t e r e s t i n g  l a s s i e  was so jo u rn in g , fo r  th e  
t im e , a t  B lack fo o t C i ty ,  and w h ile  th e r e ,  th e  p r a i r i e  
d ig g in g s  so u th  of th a t  p la c e ,  were d is c o v e re d . A 
p o r t io n  was very  r i c h —th e  b a lan ce  b e in g  w o rth le s s .
Our f a i r  f r i e n d  had an acq u a in tan ce  who secu red  a 
c la im ; b u t ,  i t  n o t being  w orth w orking, he to ld  h er 
to  t r a d e  i t  o f f  to  one of th e  boys* At t h i s  ju n c tu re , 
up comes th e  p l a i n t i f f ,  who i s  c o n f id e n t ia l ly  to ld  of 
th e  r i c h  d is c o v e ry , and, o f c o u rse , he w ishes a c la im . 
Lady has a c la im  f o r  s a l e ,  and in v i t e s  our "honest 
m iner" to  go w ith  h e r  to  "p ro sp ec t"  th e  ground. While 
engaged in  w ashing a pan of th e  d i r t ,  a very  p r e t ty  
l i t t l e  b i r d  f l i e s  u p . Young la d y  l ik e s  b i r d s ;  c a l l s  
a t t e n t io n  o f h e r  f r ie n d  to  i t ;  he  gazes a t  th e  b e a u t i f u l  
c r e a tu re  ( th e  b i r d ,  no t th e  la d y ) ,  w ith  ra p tu ro u s  eyes*
Conrad K ohrs, A utobiography ( Ohpublished Manu­
s c r i p t ,  Conrad K ohrs, Deer Lodgek^p. 75 .
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Young la d y  makes a good p ro s p e c t;  " s t r ik e s "  a  b a rg a in ; 
and th e  cu rly -h ead ed  m iss c o o lly  pockets seven hundred 
d o l l a r s  f o r  a w o rth le ss  p ie c e  o f ground, w hich, v i r t u a l l y ,  
was n o t  h e r s .  The m iner soon f in d s  th a t  he has to s s e d  
h i s  money away aM  com plains to  th e  law yer. The case  
was d ism isse d .
In  th e  e le c t io n  of 1869, M. B. H arriso n  was named 
d i s t r i c t  a t to rn e y ;  D. P. Hewcomer, p ro b a te  judge; Wesley W. 
Jo n e s , s h e r i f f ;  H. C. P re d e r ic k so n , t r e a s u r e r ;  J .  G i l c h r i s t ,  
C le rk  and r e c o rd e r ;  Lewis Cohn, a s s e s s o r ;  D. I rv in e ,  su p e r­
in te n d e n t o f p u b lic  in s t r u c t io n ;  Thomas S trong , co roner; and 
Conrad K ohrs, G ra n v il le  S tu a r t ,  com m issioners, w ith  W. B.
pA
Dance and ihomas H. I r v in e ,  each c la im in g  th e  th i r d  s e a t .
ROAD AGMTS
The people in  V irg in ia  C ity  and Bannack were n o t th e  
on ly  ones t h a t  had to  con tend  w ith  th e  Road Agents or 
Plummer’ s Band. G ra n v ille  S tu a r t  had an in te r e s t in g  
ex p e rien ce  in  A p r i l ,  1863, w h ile  c a rry in g  th re e  thousand 
d o l la r s  in  go ld  d u s t  from  Bannack t o  Gold C reek. S ince he 
r e a l i z e d  th e r e  m ight be danger in  s to r e  fo r  him , he was 
c a re fu l  n o t to  l e t  anyone know o f th e  money he was c a rry in g  
n o r t h a t  he was in te n d in g  t o  le a v e  Bannack. One morning 
he a ro se  and l e f t  a t  s u n r i s e .  As he was c o n g ra tu la tin g
Montana (V irg in ia  C ity )  P o s t , December 23, 1865. 
New F o rth -W est (Deer Lodge) November 5 , 1869*
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h im s e lf  on h av in g  been ab le  to  g e t away w ithout be ing  n o tic e d , 
he h ea rd  g a l lo p in g  h o r s e s .  Looking back , he saw a p a r ty  cf 
th r e e ,  two o f whom he knew—C h a rlie  Reeves and W illiam  G raves. 
He s to p p e d , c inched  up h i s  sad d le  and p ro te c te d  h im se lf  by 
keep ing  h is  h o rse  between him and th e  road  a g e n ts . At th e  
same tim e a f r ie n d  of h i s ,  Edwin R. P u rp le , rode up and th e  
two d e term in ed  to  r id e  to g e th e r .  T h e ir  s a fe ty  depended upon 
n o t l e t t i n g  th e  o th e r  p a r ty  g e t in  back of them. This th e y  
managed to  do u n t i l  th e y  reach ed  Warm S p rin g s , where th e  
ro b b e rs  gave up and l e f t  them.®®
Conrad Kohrs had even c lo s e r  escapes from d ea th  a t  
t h e i r  h an d s . Kohrs had  been w ith  a p a r ty  in  Bannack, 
h u n tin g  Reeves and Moore, who, a f t e r  d r in k in g  one n ig h t ,  
had sh o t in to  a te e p e e  and k i l l e d  a Frenchman. They had 
co n seq u en tly  been b an ished  from  Bannack and were in  Deer 
Lodge. Going th e r e  t o  buy some c a t t l e  from Johnny G ran t,
Kohrs e n te re d  th e  sa lo o n  ru n  by B i l l  Bunt on, where he found 
th e  ro ad  a g e n ts .  He had to  subm it to  t h e i r  in s u l t s  and abuse, 
f o r  a t  th e  f i r s t  s ig n  o f  r e s is ta n c e  on h is  p a r t  th ey  would 
have k i l l e d  him.^®
Johnny G rant needed some money to  buy s u p p lie s  in
^5 S tu a r t ,  0£ . c i t . ,  p p . 234-237.
Conrad K ohrs, A utobiography (iM published manu­
s c r i p t ,  Deer L odge), p . S'S.
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P o rt B enton, and asked Kohrs t o  pay up h is  d e b t .  Kohrs 
c o l le c te d  some of h i s  b i l l s  in  Bannack and p rep ared  to  r id e  
to  Deer Lodge.
When I  was read y  to  go I  s t a r t e d  very  e a r ly  in  th e  
m orning. E a r ly  though i t  w as, Plummer was on th e  
s t r e e t  and asked me where I  was g o in g , to  which I  
r e p l ie d  t h a t  I  was go ing  up on G rasshopper to  look  fo r  
th e  c a t t l e  I  had l e f t  t h e r e .
I  to o k  th e  t r a i l  I  had come in  on u n t i l  I  found th e  
one le a d in g  to  Deer Lodge and fo llow ed  th i s  a l l  th e  
way, n ev e r s t r i k in g  th e  wagon ro a d . My h o rse  was tak en  
s ic k  and I  w alked a good d e a l  o f th e  way ac ro ss  the  
Big H ole R iv e r , where M elrose now s ta n d s ,  and went in to  
th e  h i l l s  upon Camp G reek to  spend th e  nightL  The n ex t 
m orning I  to o k  th e  f o o t - h i l l s  w ith o u t a t r a i l ,  t r a v e l ­
in g  tow ards Moose C reek , and th e n  over th e  d iv id e . 
O pposite  D iv ide  C reek 1 saw a l o t  o f teams on th e  road  
to  Cottonwood, so I  de term ined  t o  g e t on my old  ho rse  
once more and t r y  to  c a tc h  up w ith  them .
I  was f o r tu n a te  in  f in d in g  th e  p a r ty  con^osed o f 
Johnny G ra n t, L ou is DeMar, L . R. i t e i l l e t ,  who were 
ta k in g  home g o a ts  th e y  had bought a t  V irg in ia  C ity .
They were d r iv in g  a bunch o f h o rse s  th e y  had purchased  
behind  t h e i r  wagons* So I  tu rn e d  my h o rse  in to  th e  
bunch and to o k  my c o n ta in e rs  which co n ta in ed  th e  money 
and rode in  th e  wagon w ith  G ra n t.
I t  seems th a t  Plummer, a f t e r  see in g  me leav e  Bannack, 
su sp e c te d  I  was go ing  to  Deer Lodge and n o t i f ie d  h is  
gang in  R a ttle s n a k e  th a t  I  was on th e  ro ad . When our 
team s reach ed  th e  n o r th  s id e  of S i lv e r  Bow G reek, a 
p o in t  now c a l le d  The Hump, we were met by George Iv es  
and D utch John , who to ld  us th e y  had ju s t  come fromu 
Deer Lodge and were oa t h e i r  way to  V irg in ia  C i ty .* ”
Because th e y  had n o t found Kohrs on th e  ro a d , th e y  
had been to  Deer Lodge and were on t h e i r  way back .
A fte r  g e t t in g  supper th e  Frenchman (Normandin) 
commenced p la y in g  c a rd s ,  u s in g  th e  b u f fa lo  robe on 
th e  d i r t  f l o o r  as a  t a b l e .  About te n  o 'c lo c k ,  B i s s e l l ,
27 I b i d . , pp . 39 -4 2 .
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a man from  Oregon, ?rh.o was coming th rough  w ith  a sm all 
h e rd  of c a t t l e ,  came t o  th e  cab in  and s ta te d  th e re  were 
two men p row ling  around h i s  camp. He was a f r a id  they  
would s t e a l  h i s  h o rse s  and asked our a s s i s ta n c e .  The 
m oun ta ineers laughed  a t  h im , to ld  him  he was dream ing.
•  «
About m idn igh t th e  game was broken u p . I t  was a 
b e a u t i f u l  m oonligh t n ig h t  and when going to  our wagons 
we d isc o v e re d  two men, who proved to  be no o th e r  than  
George Iv e s  and D utch John n o t more than  f i f t y  yards 
away. They were armed and could  have covered us r ig h t  
th e r e ,  but f in d in g  them selves d e tec ted , ran  away and 
we were c o n fid e n t i t  had been t h e i r  p la n  to  s u rp r is e  
th e  cab in  and c a r ry  away what money th e y  found in  our 
p o s s e s s io n . . . A f te r  t h i s  sc a re  we pu t fo u r  men 
armed w ith  d o u b le -b a r re le d  sh o t guns on watch th e  r e ­
m ainder o f th e  n ig h t  and n ex t day reached  Cottonwood 
. . .  w ith o u t f u r th e r  m o le s ta t io n .
A nother tim e While c a rry in g  f iv e  thousand d o l la r s  
from  V irg in ia  C ity , he was warned by a h a l f -b re e d  th a t  Dutch 
John and George Iv e s  were lo o k in g  f o r  him . He was r id in g  
one of th e  b e s t  h o rse s  in  th e  co u n try  th en  end when he 
n o tic e d  h i s  p u rsu e rs  were g a in in g  on him , he s to p p e d , threw 
o f f  h i s  gun, b la n k e ts ,  and o v e rc o a t. He r e a l iz e d  h i s  s a fe ty  
la y  in  th e  f l e e tn e s s  of h i s  h o r s e .  He a r r iv e d  a t  Johnny 
G ra n t 's  p la c e  ju s t  f i f t e e n  m inu tes ahead of George Ives and 
Dutch John . I t  had tak en  ju s t  s ix  hours to  t r a v e l  from 
Camp G reek (M elrose) to  D eer Lodge. The h o rse  was ru in ed  
by th e  h a rd  and f a s t  r id e  as Kohrs d id  no t tak e  p ro p er care  
o f i t . 29
28 Loo. c i t .
29 I b i d . ,  pp . 4 3 -4 5 .
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In  Jan u ary  15 , 1864, a p a r ty  of V ig ila n te s  w ith  Kohrs
a c tin g  as t h e i r  gu ide s e t  out f o r  H e ll-Q ate  a f t e r  more of
th e  ro b b e rs .  They found and hanged S teve Marshland in  th e  
B ig H o le , They su rrounded  B i l l  Bunt o n 's  saloon in  Deer Lodge 
a f t e r  d a rk , bu t Bunt on was th e  on ly  one o f th e  band found .
He was a r r e s te d  and hanged . The n ex t day th ey  con tinued  
on t h e i r  way to  H e ll G ate . X, B ie d le r ,  E lk,M orse, C harley  
Brown, and N elson S to ry  were in  t h i s  p a r t y . ^
Broadw ater and Pemberton had b u i l t  two log cab ins
in  Cottonwood (D eer Lodge) in  1863, bu t were u sin g  only  one. 
Because Moore had been s e r io u s ly  i l l  d u rin g  h i s  banishm ent 
from  Bannack, B roadw ater l e t  him  use  th e  empty cabin  and 
gave him food  and m ed ic in e . L ater Moore re p a id  t h i s  k indness 
by w arning  him th a t  Plum m er's band was w atching  h is  movements 
and knew he was c a r ry in g  s ix  thousand  d o l l a r s .  Broadw ater 
l e f t  in  th e  evening  in s te a d  o f th e  fo llo w in g  morning as he 
had in te n d e d  f o r  Deer Lodge, By dawn th a t  morning he f e l t  
he was s a fe  because he could  see Mt, Pow ell r i s i n g  in  th e  
d i s t a n c e .  At a  tu r n  in  th e  ro ad  he came upon George Iv es  
and Johnny C ooper, who d id  no t have th e i r  h o rse s  sad d led  
as th e y  had not ex p ec ted  him  so soon . By w hipping and 
sp u r r in g  h i s  h o rse  to  i t s  u tm ost sp eed , he managed to  
re a c h  David C ontw ay's ra n c h , f i f t y  yards ahead of th e  o th e r s .
30 I b i d , , pp . 4 9 -5 1 .
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He o u t- i» lt te d  Iv e s  and Cooper by secu rin g  a f in e  h o rse  of 
C ontw ay's and m ounting I t  w h ile  th e  h o rse s  of th e  road  
ag e n ts  were s t i l l  g ra z in g  In  th e  f o o t h i l l s ,
With th e  go ld  r u s h ,  th e  u s u a l elem ent of gam blers, 
c r im in a ls  and th ie v e s  e n te re d  Montana, For a sh o r t tim e , 
th e y  succeeded In  c o n t r o l l in g  th e  government and u sin g  th e  
governm ent to  a t t a i n  t h e i r  own m eans. By 1870, th e  t e r r i ­
to r y  became b e t t e r  o rg an iz ed ; th e  V ig ila n te s  had removed 
th e  th r e a t  o f  ro ad  a g e n ts ;  and Deer Lodge began cam paigning 
to  be chosen as th e  s i t e  f o r  th e  c a p i t a l .
N a th a n ie l P i t t  L angfo rd , V ig ila n te  Days and Ways 




By 1850, th e  ro u te  from  P o rt Owen up th e  C la rk  Fork 
to  i t s  Bource, over th e  p ass  t o  th e  B ig H ole , and thence  to  
P o r t H a ll  was f a s t  becoming w e ll t r a v e le d .  Numerous 
t r a v e l e r s  were going  th ro u g h  th e  v a l le y ,  and some were r e ­
m aining  to  make i t  t h e i r  home* In  1851, Major Owen tr a v e le d  
up th e  C la rk  Pork on h i s  way to  P o rt H a ll fo r  s u p p l ie s .  John 
F ra n c is  G rant and h i s  f a t h e r .  C ap ta in  R ichard  G ran t, bo th  
had homes in  th e  Beaverhead V a lle y , but th e y  o f te n  b r o u ^ t  
th e  worn out an im als th e y  had secu red  in  t r a d in g  w ith  th e  
em ig ran ts  in to  th e  Deer Lodge V alley  to  f a t t e n .
The f i r s t  su p p lie s  came in  on pack t r a i n s .  By th e  
l a t t e r  p a r t  o f th e  f i f t i e s ,  a few wagons were be in g  used 
bu t h o rse s  and mules were s t i l l  th e  p r in c ip a l  means o f  t r a n s ­
p o r t in g  men and s u p p l ie s  in to  W estern Montana. In  1841, 
F a th e r  De Smet b ro u g h t s e v e ra l  c a r t s  and a wagon to  th e  
B i t t e r  Root from  P o r t H a l l .  T his wagon in  F a th e r De Smet' s 
p a r ty  was th e  f i r s t  wagon to  t r a v e l  th rough  th e  Deer Lodge 
V a lle y . The wagons b e lo n g in g  to  C ap ta in  R ichard  G rant were 
th e  n ex t to  e n te r  th e  v a l le y .  Louis R. M a ille t  stopped  a t  
th e  G ran ts  in  B eaverhead in  December, 1857, and found C ap ta in
106
G rant b ad ly  c r ip p le d  w ith  rheum atism  and a f r a id  of th e  
Mormons. He p re v a i le d  upon Mr. M a ille t  to  move h is  fam ily  
and s to ck  to  th e  F la th e a d . C a p ta in  G rant was p laced  in  a 
s p r in g  wagon on a bed of ro b es  and b la n k e ts  w hile  h i s  goods, 
s k in s ,  and f u r s ,  were loaded  in to  th r e e  la rg e  Murphy wagons 
p u lle d  by oxen. They c ro sse d  over th e  Deer Lodge D ivide 
from  th e  Big H ole and down th e  H e ll  Gate Canyon to  th e  
F la th e a d .^
THE STEVESS SURVEY 
The f i r s t  s te p  tow ard  b u ild in g  roads in  W estern 
Montana was made when Is a a c  I .  S tevens was appo in ted  in  
1853 by C ongress t o  make a su rvey  f o r  a p o s s ib le  n o r th e rn  
r a i l r o a d  ro u te  and C ongress a p p ro p r ia te d  #40,000 fo r  th e  ex­
p e d i t i o n .% In c lu d e d  in  h i s  p a r ty  were men who have l e f t  
t h e i r  names im p rin te d  in  W estern Montana: Thomas Adams,
F . H. B u rr , a id e s ;  C. P . H ig g in s , a wagonmaster and L t .
John M ullan.®
L t .  M ullan, le a v in g  F o r t  Benton September n in th ,
1853, ex p lo red  th e  J u d i th  B a s in , th e  P r ic k ly  Pear V a lley ,
^ Louis R. M a i l le t ,  " H is to r ic a l  Sketch of Louis R. 
M a ille t"  in  Montana C o n tr ib u t io n s ,  IV, pp . 209*211.
^ M e r r i l l  G. B urlingam e, The Montana F ro n t ie r  (H elena, 
1 942), p p . 105-106 .
%
H azard S te v e n s , The L ife  of I s a a c  I n g a l l s  S tevens 
(2 v o l s . ,  B oston , 1 9 0 1 ) ,^pp. 36S-3CT•
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th e n  c ro ssed  to  th e  L i t t l e  B lack fo o t and t r a v e le d  down th e  
H e ll  Gate to  P o rt Owen. A. W, Tinldiam, one o f th e  e n g in e e rs , 
l e f t  F o r t  B enton, O ctober 31 , 1853, ana s t r ik in g  M u llan 's  
ro u te  found th e  M ullan Pass fa v o ra b le  f o r  e i th e r  a wagon or 
a r a i l r o a d  r o u te .*
L t . N üllan  sp en t th e  w in te rs  of 1853 and 1854 in  
Montana t o  make f u r th e r  e x p lo ra tio n s  n ea r M issoula. On th e  
l a s t  day of December 1853, he e n te re d  th e  Deer Lodge V a lley  
from  th e  Big H o le , r e tu rn in g  to  P o rt Owen from P o rt H a l l .  
There was l i t t l e  snow b u t 1 arge numbers of an te lope  were 
fe e d in g  in  th e  v a l le y ,  and m ountain sheep and goats  were 
seen  on th e  peaks.®
To f in d  out w hether th e  W alla W alla—P o rt Benton 
ro u te  was p r a c t i c a l  f o r  wagons, he l e f t  P o rt Benton on 
March 14, 1854, w ith  a wagon fo r  Cantonment Stevens v ia  
th e  L i t t l e  B lack fo o t and a r r iv e d  a t  h i s  d e s t in a t io n  ju s t  
fo u r te e n  days l a t e r .  He found t h i s  ro u te  was only f o r ty  
m iles  lo n g e r th a n  th e  one th ro u g h  G a d o tte 's  Pass and n o t 
to o  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  wagons.®
* I s a a c  I .  S tev e n s , "R eport o f E x p lo ra tio n s  and Sur­
v e y s , t o  A s c e r ta in  th e  Most P ra c t ic a b le  and Economical R oute , 
f o r  a  R a ilro a d  from  th e  M is s is s ip p i R iver to  th e  P a c i f ic  
Ocean, 1853-5" in  36 C ong ., 1 S ees . House Ex. Doc. 56 , v o l. 
X II , Bk. 1 , p p . 164-165 .
® I b id . .  p . 172.
® I b i d . .  p p . 176-177 .
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THE MULLAH WAGOH ROAD
The f i r s t  o rg an ized  a t te n ç t  to  b u ild  a m ajor highway 
in  Montana was th e  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of th e  ex p lo rin g  p a r ty  
under th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Governor I s a a c  I .  S tevens, bu t i t  was 
n o t u n t i l  1857, t h a t  Congress could  make th e  a p p ro p r ia tio n  
f o r  th e  W alls W alla—P o rt Benton highw ay. Then In d ian  
u p r is in g s  caused  a n o th e r  d e la y  of s e v e ra l  y e a rs . The road  
was no t com pleted u n t i l  1863, D uring  1860-1863, Mullan 
sp e n t some o f h i s  tim e in  th e  Deer Lodge V a lley , In  May, 
1862, he employed Samuel Hugo o f Deer Lodge to  co n s tru c t 
a b r id g e  over th e  H e ll  Gate R iv er as th e  h i ^  w ater p re ­
v en ted  him fhom do ing  i t  a t  t h a t  t lm e . ’̂  T rav e lin g  in  th e  
s p r in g  of th e  y ea r was q u i te  d i f f i c u l t  because of th e  h ig h  
w a te r  and fo rd in g  th e  stream s and r iv e r s  was dangerous.
The r i v e r s  in c lu d in g  th e  Deer Lodge were la rg e r  th an  th e y  
a re  a t  p re s e n t  b ecau se  no w ate r was d iv e r te d  fo r  i r r i g a t i o n  
p u rp o se s . H arkness in  1862 com plained th a t  th e  Mullan Hoad 
needed r e p a i r  as th e  s p r in g  f lo o d s  had c a r r ie d  away th e  
b r id g e s  and th a t  tw en ty  yoke o f  oxen co u ld  not p u l l  one
 ̂ C ap ta in  John M ullan, R eport on th e  C o n s tru c tio n  
o f a M il i ta r y  Road from  P o rt W alla WaTTa to  P o r i Benton 
TW a% ington, lÔ èS) ,  p . 3?I
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wagon up a s te e p  b i l l . 8 S ince th e  M ullan Wagon Road prov ided  
a  ro u te  f o r  th e  many p eo p le  f lo c k in g  to  Oregon and to  th e  
Idaho  and Montana m ining s e c t io n s .  I t  became v i t a l l y  Im portan t 
to  D eer Lodge* Many o f  th e  t r a v e le r s  l in g e re d  th e re  and 
e v e n tu a l ly  s e t t l e d .  !Hae road  a l s o  p rov ided  an easy  ro u te  
f o r  t r a v e l  d i r e c t  to  th e  Deer Lodge C ity  S e ttle m e n t.
THE PISK EXPEDITIONS
The p eo p le  in  M inneso ta , W isconsin , and N orthern  
I l l i n o i s  I n te r e s t e d  In  th e  go ld  d is c o v e r ie s  I n s is te d  on a 
n o r th e rn  ro u te  to  th e  go ld  r e g io n s ;  th e r e f o r e .  C aptain  James 
L. F isk  was a p p o in ted  to  map out t h i s  much d e s ire d  road and 
guard  th e  em ig ran ts  accompanying h im . The f i r s t  ex p e d itio n  
l e f t  P o r t  Abercomble (n ea r  Fargo) on Ju ly  7 , 1862, and 
a r r iv e d  a t  P o r t B enton , Septem ber 5 . The s e t t l e r s  began 
le a v in g  th e  t r a i n  th e r e  and ag a in  a t  the  P r ic k ly  Pear and 
a t  D eer Lodge; so  th a t  on ly  a  few rem ained to  accompany 
P ls k  to  W alla W alla , where he d isbanded  th e  e x p e d itio n .^  
G ra n v ille  S tu a r t  n o te d  th e  d a te  o f G Sptaln P ls k 's  a r r i v a l  
a t  th e  mouth o f th e  L i t t l e  B lack fo o t as September 26» He 
a ls o  m entioned th e  f a c t  t h a t  C a p ta in  P lsk  was In sp e c tin g
8 James H ark n ess , "D ia ry  of James H arkness, of th e  
Firm  o f La B arge, H arkness and Company, S t .  Louis to  P o rt 
Benton by th e  M issou ri R iv er and to  th e  Deer Lodge V alley  
and R etu rn  In  1862" In  Montana C o n tr ib u t io n s , I I ,  p .  351»
8 B urlingam e, op. c i t . ,  p . 134.
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th e  M ullan Wagon Road from  P o rt Benton to  W alla W alla.^®
At th a t  tim e Conrad Kohrs had no t been In  Deer Lodge long 
and was camping on Cottonwood G reek, H is p a r ty  was ou t of 
p r o v is io n s .  When th e y  h e a rd  o f th e  a r r i v a l  of th e  M innesota 
t r a i n ,  th e y  determ in ed  to  make a c a l l  w ith  the  hope of being  
ab le  to  se cu re  a  d in n e r  l in g e r in g  in  the  back of t h e i r  h e a d s . 
The M innesotans proved as h o s p i ta b le  as th ey  had d e s ire d  them 
to  be and gave them a supper of pork  and beans, c o f fe e , 
b re a d , and d r ie d  f r u i t ,  a b o u n tifu l  meal to  them who had 
l iv e d  on a  d i e t  s t r a i g h t  f l s h ,^ ^
F i s k 's  f i r s t  e x p e d itio n  was so su c c e s s fu l th a t  he 
made a second one, le a v in g  S t ,  C loud, M innesota, June 15,
1863, and a r r iv in g  n e a r  Johnny G ra n t 's  ran ch  on September 21 , 
This tim e th e  e x p e d it io n  t r a v e le d  up th e  Deer Lodge V a lle y , 
n o tin g  some p ie c e s  of p e t r i f i e d  wood around th e  warm sp r in g s  
and th e n  g o in g  to  Bannack where he so ld  h i s  wagons and r e ­
tu rn e d  on th e  O verland Road from  S a l t  Lake C i ty .  F isk  
d e s c r ib e d  Cottonwood C ity  (Deer Lodge) as a town of t h i r t y  
houses w ith  one hundred f i f t y  in h a b i ta n t s .  The m ines, how ever,
even though th e y  were pay ing  te n  d o l la r s  p e r day to  th e  man,
12had been d e s e r te d  f o r  th e  S tin k in g  W ater d ig g in g s .
10 G ra n v ille  S tu a r t ,  F o r ty  Years on th e  F ro n t ie r  as 
Seen in  th e  Jo u rn a ls  and R em iniscences oF~Q ranviile  j^TuarT 
C^aul C, P h i l l i p s , e d i t w , é v o l s . ,  C leveland , 19^5)j I ,  p . 224,
11 Conrad K ohrs, A utobiography (iBapublished m an u scrip t, 
Conrad W arren, Deer Lodge)j p , 2 9 ,
1® James L. F is k ,  E x p ed itio n  of C ap ta in  F isk  to  th e  
Rooky M ountains (W ashington, 1864), pp. 25-2^6T
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A fte r  th e  M ullan Road was com pleted, wagon t r a in s  
were used  from  P o rt Benton and f r e ig h t in g  o ffe re d  a good 
l iv e l ih o o d  t o  am b itio u s te a m s te r s .  A lexander Pambrun f r e ig h te d  
w ith  John G rant fr<aa 1862-1867 between P o rt Benton and Deer 
L o d g e . O n  O ctober 9 , 1861, Bob Dempsey and Joe B lo d g e tt , 
accom panied by two teams of e m ig ra n ts , passed  American Pork 
(Gold Creek) w ith  a wagon loaded  w ith  goods and f lo u r  p u r­
chased in  S a lt  Lake C i ty .  Wagon t r a v e l in g  was slow as ox 
team s were u se d . A wagon lo ad  o f v e g e tab le s  was brought 
over from  th e  B i t t e r  Root f o r  s a le  to  th e  v eg e tab le  hungry
14popu lace of Cottonwood (Deer Lodge) and G ran t’ s s e t t le m e n t .  
Major Owen had  p a c k tra in s  h a u lin g  h a rd  bread to  th e  P l a t -  
head  In d ia n  Agency on th e  Jocko from  P o rt Benton v ia  th e  
M ullan P a s s .
B efore th e  M ullan Road was c b n ^ le te d . S a lt  Lake C ity  
was th e  c lo s e s t  p o in t  from  which su p p lie s  could be h au led  
by wagon. A f te r  th e  ro ad  was com pleted more t r i p s  were tak en  
to  P o r t B enton, e s p e c ia l ly  when th e  b o a ts  from S t. Louis 
a r r iv e d .  Many tim es  th e s e  long t r i p s  ended w ith d is a p p o in t­
ment as th e  b o a ts  had met w ith  some ac c id e n t and d id  not 
re a c h  P o rt Benton o r had l o s t  a l l  theii* cargo . James S tu a r t
P . B. G i l l e t t e ,  B iography of A lexander Pambrun 
(U npublished  m an u scrip t'. S ta te  fl 1 s torT cal l i b r a r y ) ,  p .  2 .
S t u a r t ,  op. c i t . ,  p . 188.
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made such a t r i p  in  J u ly ,  1861, to  f in d  th a t  a deck-hand 
s t e a l i n g  a lc o h o l in  th e  h o ld  had s e t  f i r e  to  the  bo a t and 
had caused th e  lo s s  o f  th e  e n t i r e  ca rg o .
D uring th e  summer of 1862, peop le  seemed to  be p o u rin g  
in to  th e  v a l le y ,  as  th e r e  were new a r r iv a l s  every day . The 
t r a v e l ,  em ig ran ts  and f r e i g h t ,  was so b r is k  th a t  th e  b la c k ­
sm ith  made money sh o e in g  h o r s e s ,  mending wagons, and r e p a i r ­
in g  f i r e a r m s .  G ra n v ille  S tu a r t  and A nderson, s i tu a te d  in  
a most advantageous lo c a t io n ,  to o k  in  th e  sum of $62,30 in  
one day e a r ly  in  th e  sp ring .^®
FIRST MAIL
In  th e  e a r ly  s i x t i e s ,  th e r e  were no means of send ing  
or r e c e iv in g  m a il u n le s s  i t  was c a r r ie d  by a f r ie n d  to  W alla 
W alla , th e  n e a r e s t  p o s to f f i c e .  G ra n v ille  S tu a r t  m entioned 
r e c e iv in g  l e t t e r s  c a r r ie d  by th e  B achelder Express from 
W alla W alla to  H e ll  G a te . He se n t l e t t e r s  to  r e l a t iv e s  by 
Thomas Pambrun who was go ing  t o  W alla W alla e a r ly  in  A ugust, 
1861, and th e n  re c e iv e d  fo u r  on August 22, These had come 
by ex p ress  to  H e ll  G ate , and th e n  Thomas Pambrura brought 
them to  American P o rk , Again in  November, Johnny Grant 
b ro u g h t th e  S tu a r ts  a l e t t e r  from  Rezin Anderson, who was
15 I b i d , ,  p .  181, 
I b i d , ,  p , 239,
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v i s i t i n g  in  lo w a .l^
L ouis M ullan , a  b ro th e r  of L t .  M ullan had a c o n tra c t 
in  1863 to  c a r ry  m ail from  H e ll Gate to  Gold G reek, but 
by May t h i s  had " f i z z le d  o u t" . Louis Mullan had l o s t  money 
on th e  c o n t r a c t .
STAGE COMPANIES
A. J .  O liv e r was among th e  f i r s t  t o  run  a s ta g e  in to  
Deer Lodge and h i s  ad v e rtisem en t ra n  in  th e  Montana P o st 
f o r  December 2 , 1865, in  p a r t  as  fo llo w s: "A. J .  O liv e r &
G o's* E x p re ss , T ri-W eekly L ine between V irg in ia  C ity  and 
Deer Lodge C i ty ."  E v id e n tly  one of t h e i r  d r iv e r s  was q u ite  
p o p u la r  and w e l l - l ik e d  by th e  Deer Lodge p eo p le . These 
item s appeared  in  th e  D eer Lodge n o te s  o f th e  Montana P o s t :
O liv e r  & G o* '3 E xpress have th ro u g h  th e  indom itab le  
energy  and p e rse v e ra n c e  of Mr. Prank M artin , th e  
accommodating g en iu s  who p re s id e s  over t h i s  r o u te ,  k ep t 
us su p p lie d  w ith  m a il f a c i l i t i e s ,  f o r  which th e y  and 
Prank in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a re  d e se rv in g  of g re a t  c re d i t* !*
The most t r u s t y  and o b lig in g  g e n iu s , "P ran k ,"  who 
r u le s  and r e in s  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f O liv e r & G o., on th e  
l in e  from  V ir g in ia  C ity  t o  t h i s  p o in t ,  i s  runn ing  on 
qu ick  tim e , making th e  round t r i p  (two hundred and 
f i f t y  m ile s )  in  f iv e  days* I t  i s  understood  th a t  O liv e r 
& Co. w i l l  soon pu t a sem i-w eekly l in e  on t h i s  ro u te*
I t  needs i t  g r e a t ly ,  t o  accommodate th e  la rg e ly  i n ­
c re a se d  demand fo r  q u ic k  t r a n s p o r ta t io n *  U nless th ey
I b i d . .  p* 189.
I b i d . .  p . 245 .
Mont ana P o st (V irg in ia  C i ty ) ,  January  27, 1866.
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move in  th e  p rem ises s h o r t ly ,  o th e r  p a r t ie s  d e c la re  
t h e i r  in te n t io n  o f e s ta b l i s h in g  a oonç)etition  l in e  on 
th e  r o u te .  A gentlem an who a r r iv e d  h e re  a few days ago, 
from  B o ise , in form s me th a t  th e re  a re  no le s s  th an  . f o u r  
thousand  men now en ro u te  to  th e  B lackfoo t m ines.
On J u ly  f i r s t ,  th e  U nited  S ta te s  Mail was supposed to  
be d e l iv e re d  by O verland S ta g e , b u t a no te  in  the  Montana 
P o st s t a t e s  th a t  th e  O liv e r  and Company were s t i l l  c a rry in g
On November 1 , 1866, W e lls , Fargo and Company purchased  
th e  H o lladay  O verland M ail and E x p ress , which i t  in  tu rn  so ld  
to  Gilmer and S a lis b u ry  in  1869.
On J u ly  9 , 1869, Mr. C. C. H untley  was running a num­
b er of th e  A bbott and Downing Concord Hacks on the  s ta g e  
l in e  between H elena and D eer Lodge. Each one was co n s id e red :
L ig h te s t ,  b e s t ,  most co m fo rtab le , and handsome 
v e h ic le  in  th e  coach l i n e  t h a t  i s  made in  th e  w orld .
T his l i n e  i s  co m p le te ly  su p p lie d  w ith  new Concord 
h a rn e s s ,  and under th e  s k i l l f u l  whip and l in e  of '’Brad,” 
b ro n ch o s, b lo o d s , sc ru b s  and th o roughbreds, are a l l  th e  
same f o r  a s a fe  speedy and p le a s a n t  t r i p  over th e  
c o n t in e n ta l  backbone, between th e  "k idneys" of v i t a l  
Montana.*®
On F rid a y  even in g  of l a s t  week th e  m ail sack fo r  
Deer Lodge was a c c id e n ta l ly  l e f t  a t  M ead's—th e  changing 
s ta tio n -# - te n  m iles  from  tow n. On th e  a r r iv a l  of th e  
coach h e r e ,  Mr. H un tley  im m ediately  d isp a tch ed  a con­
veyance f o r  i t ,  and th e  sack  was in  th e  Deer Lodge O ffic e  
and d i s t r i b u t e d  th e  same ev en in g . Mr. B rad ley , th e
20 I b i d . ,  A p ril  7 , 1866.
I b i d . ,  J u ly  2 8 , 1866.
^2 New N orth-W est (Deer Lodge), Ju ly  9 , 1869.
115
d r lv e r - - b e s t  man ever h e ld  l in e s  over a coach team  in  
D eer Lodge G o u n ty --in  h is  c o u r te sy  to  t r a v e le r s ,  a t t e n ­
t io n  to  b u s in e ss  ard  ex p e rtn e ss  as a d r iv e r .  H untley  
pays him $50 a month more th a n  th e  d r iv e r s  re c e iv e  on 
th e  Overland," because he is _ th e  b e s t d r iv e r  in  Montana 
and has th e  h a rd e s t  r o u te .
The s ta g e  d r iv e r s  earned  f o r ty  d o l la r s  a month and
board  f o r  d r iv in g  fo u r  h o rse s  and s ix ty  d o l la r s  a month p lu s
board  f o r  d r iv in g  s ix  h o r s e s .  On the  t r i p  to  D illo n , a
d is ta n c e  of one hundred te n  m ile s ,  fo u r  h o rses  were d riv en
24and the  lim p tak en  was two d a y s . In  th e  w in te r , th e  
t r i p s  were c u t down from  tw ice  d a i ly  to  every o th e r day 
le a v in g  on T uesdays, T h u rsd ay s, and Saturdays,^®
Some of th e  s ta g e  f a r e s  a t  th a t  tim e were as fo llo w s: 
C orinne to  Deer Lodge, e ig h ty ^ e ig h t d o l l a r s ,  bu t th e  t r i p  
to o k  fo u r  and h a l f  days so th e  t o t a l  expense was $102.^® 
Prom H elena to  Deer Lodge th e  f a r e  was $ 6 .0 0 , w hile th e  
f a r e  from  H elena to  P io n ee r was $ 8 .0 0 . The d is ta n c e  from 
P o r t  Benton to  Deer Lodge was 195 m iles and from H elena i t  
was f o r t y - s i x  m ile s .
I b i d . ,  O ctober 15, 1869.
24 G reat P a l ls  Y e s te rd ay , (W. P. A. P r o je c t ) ,  p . 321.
Hew N orth-W est (Deer Lodge), December 3 , 1869.
26 I b i d . . A p ril  8 , 1870.
2*̂  p . w. W arner, Montana T e r r i to r y , H is to ry  and 
B u s in e ss , 1879 (H elen a , 1ÔV9), p . 203.
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The coach and ex p ress  l in e s  made t h e i r  s to p s  a t  th e  
V a lito n  and Company, Peed and L iv ery  S ta b le , and a ls o  a t  the  
S c o tt H o u s e . T h e  S c o tt  House a d v e r t is e d  c lean  f e a th e r  
b e d s .
The Deer Lodge H o te l—This w e ll managed e s ta b lish m e n t, 
o f which L. R. M a il le t  & Co. a re  the  p r o p r ie to r s ,  o f fe r s  
s u p e r io r  inducem ents to  th e  t r a v e l in g  p u b lic , th e re  to  
d e p o s it  t h e i r  t r a p s  and “c o a l up" fo r  a new c r u is e .
They w i l l  f in d  th e r e ,  good beds, f i r s t  c la s s  f a r e ,  and 
many d i f f e r e n t  k inds o f most s e d u c tiv e  "wash-down".*®
The te le g r a p h  l i n e ,  an independen t l i n e ,  between 
Deer Lodge and H elena was f in an c ed  on a s c r ip t  subsidy  of 
two thousand  d o l l a r s .  T his amount was purchased  w ith in  
th r e e  ho u rs a f t e r  th e  announcement th a t  P . A. Largey of 
C re ig h to n  and Company had secu red  perm issio n  from  the 
W estern Union T e leg rap h  l in e  f o r  i t s  c o n s tru c tio n . Mr. S.
A. W illey  was th e  f i r s t  o p e r a t o r . ^
RIVER TRANSPORTATION
Don*t say we a re  backward in  in t e r n a l  p ro g re ss  and 
improvement over h e re  f o r  i t  rem ained fo r  a Deer Lodge 
p a r ty  to  f i r s t  a ttem p t th e  N av ig a tio n  of th e  R ivers o f 
M ontana. M essrs. James S tu a r t  and Prank Worden, hav ing  
descended th e  D eer Lodge R iver and H e ll Gate in  a b o a t ,  
making th e  t r i p  in  s a f e ty  and w ith  g re a t d is p a tc h .
T h is , I  b e l ie v e ,  i s  th e  f i r s t  tim e a t r i p  of l ik e
New N o rth - West (Deer Lodge), October 29 , 1869. 
29 I b i d . ,  A p ril  7 , 1866.
^  I b i d . ,  A p ril 15, 1870.
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51c h a ra c te r  h as  ev er been a ttem p ted  on th e se  r i v e r s .
By 1870, a te le g ra p h  l i n e ,  no t always to o  e f f i c i e n t  
in  th e  w in te r ,  a d a i ly  s ta g e  in  th e  summer to  H elena, and 
r e g u la r  f r e ig h t in g  com panies had been e s ta b l i s h e d .  Thus 
Deer Lodge was connected  w ith  th e  o u ts id e  w orld . A lready 
th e  peop le  were i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of a r a i l ­
ro ad  b e in g  ro u te d  th ro u g h  th e  v a l le y .
Mont ana (V irg in ia  C ity )  P o s t , Ju ly  28 , 1866.
CHAPTER VII 
CATTLE INDUSTRY
M ontana's h i s t o r y  i s  th e  h i s to r y  of the e x p lo i ta t io n  
of h e r  n a tu r a l  r e s o u rc e s .  I t  i s  a reco rd  th a t  d e f in i t e ly  
r e v e a ls  how trem endous were th e  sums th a t  have been 
r e a l i z e d  from  th e  f u r  t r a d e ,  how v a s t were the  amounts of 
go ld  d u s t  t h a t  have been e x p o rte d , and how g re a t was the  
w ea lth  th a t  has been d e r iv e d  from th e  c a t t l e  in d u s try .
In  a l l  th r e e  of th e se  g r e a t  f i e l d s ,  o f ten  unscrupulous 
u t i l i z a t i o n  of th e  n a tu r a l  w ea lth  of th e  s t a t e ,  the  people 
who once l iv e d  in  th e  Deer Lodge V alley  have played an 
im p o rta n t r o l e .  T h e ir a c t iv e  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  a l l  of them— 
th e  l e a s t  in  th e  fu r  t r a d e ,  how ever, and th e  most in  th e  
c a t t l e  in d u s t r y —has h e lp ed  to  make M ontana's h i s to r y .
PIC KLIN EXPEDITICN
The m iners and th e  em ig ran ts  and, a t f i r s t ,  th e  army 
c re a te d  th e  su p p ly  and th e  m arket f o r  c a t t l e .  The f i r s t  
known c a t t l e  buyer b e ing  Benjamin P. P ic k l in ,  a team ste r 
f o r  a supp ly  c o n tra c to r  fo r  the  U nited S ta te s  army. H is 
t r i p  in to  Montana, th e  P ic k l in  e x p e d itio n , occu rred  about 
th e  tim e of th e  Mormon u p r is in g s  which had caused the 
government to  send an army of f iv e  thousand  men to  Utah
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v ia  th e  O verland Road.^ P ic k l in  accompanied th e  army to  
Camp S c o t t ,  U tah. S h o rtly  a f t e r  h i s  a r r iv a l  th e re  he was 
s e n t to  th e  F la th e a d  fo r  f iv e  hundred head of beef c a t t l e  
to  be d e l iv e re d  on A p ril  1 , 1858. He l e f t  th e  camp December 
9 , 1857, fo r  th e  B eaverhead, in te n d in g  to  b a rg a in  w ith  th e  
m ounta ineers in  th e  v a l le y .  He found , to  h is  s u r p r i s e ,  
th a t  th ey  had a l l  moved to  th e  Deer Lodge and F la th ead  
V alley s  when th e y  h ea rd  of th e  bu rn ing  of th e  supp ly  t r a in s  
by th e  Mormons. P ic k l in  was u n su c c e ss fu l in  o b ta in in g  
s to c k  in  th e  F la th e ad  V a lle y , bu t he made a c o n tra c t  in  
Deer Lodge fo r  th e  d e l iv e r y  on A p ril 16 of th re e  hundred 
head of b e e f  c a t t l e  a t  te n  d o l la r s  p e r hundred and of a
p
hundred head of h o r s e s .
JOHN GRANT
One of th e  e a r l i e s t  c a t t l e  men of t h i s  reg io n  was 
John G ran t, who made a la rg e  fo r tu n e  which he l a t e r  l o s t  in  
Canada. C a p ta in  R ich ard  G rant and h is  so n , John , brought 
t h e i r  c a t t l e  in to  th e  Deer Lodge V alley  t o  f a t t e n  them as 
i t  d id  have a n u t r i t i v e  n a tu r a l  ra n g e . C ap ta in  James F isk  
on h is  second e x p e d itio n  in  1863, gave a glow ing d e s c r ip t io n  
of G ra n t 's  c a t t l e  by say in g  th a t  he had fo u r thousand head
^ Clyde McLemore, " F io k l in 's  E x p ed itio n  to  th e  F la th ead  
C ountry  in  1858” in  F ro n t ie r  and M idland, XVI (1935-1936) p .66,
2 I b i d . ,  p p . 66 -6 7 .
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of c a t t l e  and two or th r e e  thousand  p o n ie s , which ranged  th e  
whole v a l le y .  He tra d e d  p o n ies  in  S a l t  Lake C ity  fo r  f lo u r  
and fu rn is h e d  th e  m iners in  Bannack and V irg in ia  C ity  w ith  
m eat. "He i s  r e p o r te d  w orth th r e e  hundred or fo u r hundred 
thousand  d o lla rs* "®
CONRAD KOHRS
John G ra n t 's  su c c e sso r  proved to  be even more su c c e ss ­
f u l  in  t h i s  in d u s t ry  th a n  he had b een . G arston  Conrad Kohrs 
was born  in  th e  p ro v in ce  of H o ls te in ,  a p o sse ss io n  of Denmark 
th e n , on August 5 , 1835. H is f a th e r  d ied  a few weeks a f t e r  
h i s  b i r t h  and th e n  in  1844 h i s  m other m arried  C laus B ie le n -  
b e rg .
S ince  h i s  s t e p - f a t h e r  d isco u ra g ed  h is  d e s ire  to  a t te n d  
s c h o o l, Kohrs went to  Hamburg a t  th e  age of f i f t e e n  and 
sh ipped  as a cab in -b o y  on a sch o o n er. He made two t r i p s  to  
B ra z il  and on th e  f i r s t  was s e r io u s ly  i l l  w ith  yellow  fe v e r .  
He landed  in  New York in  1853 and l a t e r  went w ith  h is  s i s t e r  
to  Iowa, where h i s  fam ily  jo in e d  them th e  n ex t y e a r .
In  1857, he went t o  C a l i f o rn ia  v ia  th e  Panama Canal 
and re tu rn e d  to  Iowa to  s t a r t  out th e  fo llo w in g  y ea r fo r  th e  
F ra z e r  go ld  f i e l d s .  In  1862, he s e t  out from D avenport,
Iowa, f o r  th e  F lo ren ce  mines b u t stopped a t  th e  Lemhi Pass 
as th e re  was no wagon ro ad  t h r o u ^  th e  m ountains. However,
M ountains
5 F is k , Jam es, E x p ed itio n  of C ap tain  F isk  to  th e  Rocky 
 (W ashington, 1864), p . WS,
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John Jaco b s , a m ounta ineer,- o f fe re d  to  guide them th rough  
th e  Deer Lodge V a lley  and over th e  Mullan Road. In  th e  Big 
H ole , he en co u n te red  Convert Comstock, d is c o v e re r  of th e  
Comstock Lode, and W illiam  Hickman, one of Brigham Young's 
d e s tro y in g  a n g e ls .  At t h a t  p la c e , he l o s t  th e  use o f  h i s  
lim bs in  an a t ta c k  of rheum atism , and Hickman gave him an 
in t e r e s t i n g  c u re . A fte r  s ix ty  or seven ty  r a t t le s n a k e s  had 
been k i l l e d  and th e  o i l  had been f r i e d  ou t of them , Kohrs 
was ta k en  to  the  r i v e r  where he was g iven  a b a th .  Using 
gunny sack s f o r  to w e ls , th e y  gave him  a stren u o u s rubb ing  
and l a t e r  rubbed in  th e  snake o i l .  In  two days he was en­
t i r e l y  c u re d . The f i r s t  man he met from Deer Lodge was 
Ihomas L a v a t ta .
The v a l le y  was f u l l  of an te lo p e  and many herds of 
f a t  c a t t l e  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  m ountaineers who l iv e d  
th e r e .  Rie f i r s t  h e rd  we saw belonged to  Dave C o u rt-  
' way, th e  n e x t t o  Bob Dempsey.*
S ince  th e y  were out o f  p ro v is io n s  and ammunition, 
th e y  were fo rc e d  to  l iv e  on a d i e t  o f f i s h .  Thinking of fo o d , 
th e y  c a l le d  on th e  F isk  em igran t t r a i n  and were in v i te d  to  
an e x c e p t io n a l ly  good meal (1 8 6 2 ).
On h i s  way to  Gold C reek he met Henry C raw ford, who 
o f fe re d  him tw e n ty - f iv e  d o l la r s  a month w ith  board to  be h is  
b u tc h e r  in  Bannack, b u t Kohrs was supposed to  f u r n is h  h is  own
^ Conrad K ohrs, A utobiography (Ifopublished m an u scrip t, 
Conrad W arren, Deer L odge), p .  2 7 .
122
t o o l s .  At th a t  tim e he owned on ly  a sk in n in g  k n ife  and 
s t e e l .  He was s u c c e s s f u l , how ever, in  borrowing a s c a le ,  
a c a rp e n te r* s  saw, and a bowie k n ife  ground down fo r  a s te a k  
k n i f e .  Craw ford had p u rchased  th r e e  f a t  h e i f e r s  from  
L a v a tta  and s t a r t e d  Kohrs on fo o t  to  d r iv e  them to  Bannack, 
s in c e  he had h i s  h o rse s  loaded  w ith  to o ls  and s u p p lie s . 
Between Dempsey arai Race T rack th e  h e i f e r s  mixed in  w ith  
Dempsey's c a t t l e .  The more he chased them th e  w ild e r grew 
th e  c a t t l e .  Help came a t  t h i s  p o in t in  th e  fw m  of D r.
C lic k , who succeeded in  s e p a ra t in g  them and helped  him d r iv e  
them fo r  tw enty-tw o m iles*  In  th r e e  d ay s , Kohrs had tr a v e le d  
th e  one hundred  tw en ty  m ile s  t o  Bannack, He worked con­
s c ie n t io u s ly  and was so s u c c e s s fu l  w ith  th e  meat b u s in e ss  
th a t  C raw ford im m edia te ly  r a i s e d  h i s  wages to  one hundred 
d o l la r s  p e r  month and k ep t him  employed u n t i l  Crawford f le d  
th e  co u n try  because o f h i s  f e a r  o f Plummer*
A fte r  C raw fo rd 's  d e p a r tu re ,  Kohrs found th a t  he could 
co n tin u e  th e  s u c c e s s fu l  b u s in e ss  w ith o u t any cash , f o r  he 
was a b le  to  borrow . He p u rchased  e ig h t head of oxen and 
tra d e d  them f o r  f a t  s t e e r s  from  Leon Cannel and Louis DeMar 
of Deer Lodge* These were s to l e n ,  so he had to  b eg in  again  
by b o rro w in g .
B esides b u tc h e r in g  and s e l l in g  m eat, he made c a n d le s , 
a very  s c a rc e  ite m , which he so ld  a t  one d o l la r  and a h a l f  
p e r  pound. The h id e s  o f  th e  b u tc h e red  c a t t l e  were given
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away and were used  by th e  m iners as rugs on t h e i r  d i r t  f lo o r s .
Having borrow ed a co n s id e rab le  sum from  G ran t, Kohrs 
was asked to  l iq u id a te  th e  d e b t .  He tu rn ed  over about h a l f  
th e  amount as t h a t  was a l l  he could  c o l l e c t .  L a te r  he handed 
th e  f i n a l  payment of one thousand  one hundred f i f t y  d o l la r s  
t o  G ran t, who was q u i te  s u rp r is e d  s in c e ,  as he never kep t 
books, he had  b e lie v e d  th e  account w ith  Kohrs s e t t l e d .
He was so t i c k l e d  t h a t  he had found an h o n est man 
th a t  he a c tu a l ly  fo rc e d  me t o  buy one hundred head o f 
c a t t l e ,  g iv in g  me th e  p ic k  of th e  h erd  and s e l l in g  
them a t  a more re a s o n a b le  f ig u re  th a n  I  had ever bought 
from  him b e fo re ,  and a llo w in g  me my own tim e to  make 
th e  payments.®
Kohrs l a t e r  e s ta b l i s h e d  two la rg e  shops, one in  
V irg in ia  C ity  where he had fo llow ed  th e  m iners and th e  o th e r ,  
th e  H igh land  M arket, in  H elena .
In  th e  summer of 1864, P e e l and Kohrs bought fo u r 
hundred head o f poor c a t t l e ,  pay ing  f o r ty  d o l la r s  a head , 
and a number of h o r s e s .  These th e y  p laced  on a ranch  a t  
Race T rack  to  f a t t e n .  On t h i s  ran ch  th ey  a lso  sowed tw en ty- 
f iv e  a c re s  w ith  o a ts  and b a r le y ,  paying tw e n ty -f iv e  cen ts  
p e r  pound f o r  th e  o a ts  and f i f t y  ce n ts  p er pound fo r  th e  
b a r le y .  They dug a d i t c h  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  and cu t th e  g ra in  
w ith  c r a d l e s .  G ra n t 's  th re sh in g  machine th re sh e d  i t ,  and 
th e  g ra in  was so ld  f o r  seed a t  tw e n ty -f iv e  cen ts  p e r  pound 
th e  n e x t s p r in g .
® K ohrs, op . c i t . , p . 46 .
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In  th e  « i n t e r  o f 1865-66, Kohrs purdhased between 
th r e e  and fo u r  hundred  head o f c a t t l e  brought in  to  w in te r  
by C h u rc h i l l  and McCoy. The p r ic e  p a id  was e ig h ty - f iv e  
d o l la r s  each . He bought G ra n t’s ranch  f o r  $19,200 in  A ugust,
1866. The se v e re  w in te r  of 1867 caused him to  lo se  a number
from  h i s  h e rd  though  he saved some by feed in g  them hay a t  
one hundred d o l l a r s  a t o n . ^
The f i r s t  h e rd  of thoroughbred  c a t t l e  were Durhams 
and c o n s is te d  of fo u r  hundred f i f t y  h e i f e r s  and f iv e  b u l l s .
The an im als had been sh ip p ed  from Omaha to  Ogden and then  
d r iv e n  n o r th .  D, E. Graham and J .  B. Taylor were th e  ow ners.?
C a t t l e  had become so  numerous in  t h i s  v a lle y  in  1866,
th a t  th e  ran g e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  fo rc e d  th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a ­
tu r e  to  p ass  an " a c t  g ra n tin g  th e  county com m issioners 
a u th o r i ty  to  d e f in e  th e  v a r io u s  ty p e s  of range and to  reg u ­
l a t e  t h e i r  use fo r  th e  g e n e ra l w e lf a r e .”® This a c t  was 
re p e a le d  a t  th e  n ex t s e s s io n  o f l e g i s l a tu r e  because i t  
v io la te d  th e  r i g h t  of th e  F e d e ra l Government to  c o n tro l th e  
p u b lic  la n d s .
The c a t t l e  were branded as e a r ly  as 1862, f o r  Dempsey’s
6 I b i d . ,  pp . 1 -8 4 .
7
8
? S tu a r t ,  op . c i t . , I I ,  p* 34 .
H aro ld  E . B r ig g s , F ro n t ie r  of th e  N o rth w est, (New 
Y ork, 1 9 4 0 ), p . 190.
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brand  mas "RD” , Thomas L av a tta* s  was "TL” , and G rant*s was 
"G"» One o f  th e se  b ran d in g  scenes was d e sc rib ed  as fo llo w s:
Mounted on th e  to p  r a i l  of a lo g  c o r r a l ,  I  a lso  
w itn e ssed  th e  s k i l l f u l  use of th e  la s s o ,  by th e  v aq u ero s , 
who were b ran d in g  a lo t  of w ild  Spanish  c a t t l e .  Over 
th e  h o rn s  and th e  h in d - le g s  flew  th e  n o o ses, and th e  
b e llo w in g  beeve was thrown and branded ”G", by Johnny 
(G ran t) h im s e lf .  The a g i l i t y  w ith  which th e  o p e ra to rs  
c le a re d  th e  f e n c e , or jumped on th e  low ro o f of a shed , 
when th e  "T oto” ch a rg ed , was h ig h ly  am using.*
C a t t le  r a i s i n g  which became one of Montana’s le ad in g  
in d u s t r i e s  made i t s  s t a r t  in  th e  Deer Lodge V a lley . I t s  
g ra ssy  h i l l s  covered  w ith  th e  r i c h  bunch g ra s s  were used to  
f a t t e n  th e  h e rd s  o f th e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s .  In  1867, John G rant 
was f in d in g  t h a t  th e  c a t t l e  range was becoming crowded and 
so ld  h i s  c a t t l e  to  Conrad K ohrs. In  1873, Kohrs and B ie le n -  
b erg  were ta k in g  t h e i r  huge h e rd s  to  c e n tr a l  Montana. Conrad 
Kohrs and G ra n v ille  S tu a r t  w i l l  always rem ain in  the  Montana 
c a t t le m a n 's  h a l l  of fame*
9 Mont ana (V irg in ia  C ity )  P o s t , December 16, 1865.
CHAPTER V III 
CULTURAL LIFE AKi) AMUSEMENTS
In  f i f t y  y e a rs  tim e or le s s  Deer Lodge V alley  changed 
from  a wide open coun try  known on ly  to  th e  various In d ian  
t r i b e s  and f u r  t r a d e r s  who p assed  th rough  i t  to  go e a s t  or 
w est to  a p la c e  t h a t  had a lre a d y  sp read  i t s  ro o t f irm ly  in to  
th e  f e r t i l e  and r i c h  s o i l  to  become a permanent s e ttle m e n t 
in h a b ite d  by men and women who were even th e n , p as t th e  f i r s t  
h a rd  and rough s ta g e s  of p io n e e r in g  and were look ing  fo r  
a f u l l e r  and r i c h e r  l i f e —r e l i g i o u s l y ,  c u l tu r a l ly  and s o c i a l l y ,
RELIGION
The f i r s t  m iss io n a ry  work in  th e  Deer Lodge V alley  
was done by F a th e r  G io rd a , one o f th e  J e s u i t  F a th e rs , when 
he v i s i t e d  th e  s e t t le m e n t  on h i s  way to  and from th e  In d ian  
M issions on b o th  s id e s  of th e  ra n g e . At th o se  tim es he 
stopped  to  b a p t iz e  p e o p le , h o ld  Mass, and v i s i t  th e  s ic k .
Some bap tism s perform ed by him on h i s  v i s i t  to  Deer Lodge 
in  March, 1863, a re  on re c o rd  in  th e  S t. Ig n a tiu s  M ission .
O ther re c o rd s  of h i s  b ap tism  of e ig h tee n  p eo p le , among 
whom were seven  members o f Johnny G ra n t’s own fa m ily , have 
been p re se rv e d  a t  S t ,  P e t e r ’s M ission . F a th e r G iorda s a id  
Mass in  th e  home of Johnny G rant and made a t  l e a s t  th re e
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t r i p s  t o  Deer Lodge in  1864—in  March, May and December.1 
S ince many of th e  m iners who found th e i r  way to  th e  
r i c h  p la c e r  d ig g in g s  of Deer Lodge V a lley  were C a th o lic s ,  
th e re  was a g r e a t  need f o r  a r e s id e n t  p r ie s t*  F a th e r G io rd a , 
th e r e fo r e  l a i d  th e  m a tte r  b e fo re  th e  O rd in ary , th e  R t . Rev.
A. M. B ia n c h e t, who a ss ig n e d  to  t h i s  new f i e l d  th e  Rev. 
Reraigius De R yokere. The beg inn ing  of th e  Deer Lodge M ission 
d a te s  from  h i s  a r r i v a l  in  J u ly ,  1866. H is f i r s t  Sunday 
s e rv ic e s  were a ls o  h e ld  in  th e  home o f  Johnny G ran t.^
- I n  O cto b er, 1866, th e  b u ild in g  of a log  chapel was 
s t a r t e d  on Main S t r e e t ,  between F o urth  and F i f th .  I t  was 
com pleted and th e  f i r s t  s e rv ic e  was h e ld  on December 8 , th e  
F e a s t of th e  Im m aculate C o n cep tio n , under which t i t l e  F a th e r  
De Ryckere d e d ic a te d  th e  f i r s t  church  to  be e re c te d  in  th e  
D eer Lodge V a lle y .
This z ea lo u s  m iss io n a ry  p r i e s t  v i s i te d  a l l  of th e  
m ining camps in  h i s  M ission  D i s t r i c t  from  Gold Creek to  
S i lv e r  Bow and P h il ip s b u rg  in  w in te r  and summer th rough  a l l  
k inds of h a r d s h ip s .  L a te r  he in c lu d e d  v i s i t s  to  th e  farm ing 
com m unities o f Hew C hicago , F l i n t  C reek , and Hevada C reek , 
and s t i l l  l a t e r  th e  r a i l r o a d  towns of E l l i s to n ,  Drummond,
1 Lawrence B. P a l la d in o , In d ian  and W hite in  th e  
H orthw est (L a n c a s te r ,  P a . ,  1922), p .  340.
2 I b i d . .  p .  340 .
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G a rr iso n , and Avon* H orseback r id e s  of f o r ty ,  s ix ty ,  n in e ty  
or more m iles  over dangerous t r a i l s  were fre q u e n t in  th e  
l i f e  o f  t h i s  h a rd y  p r i e s t ,  who se rv ed  th e  M ission from J.866 
to  1922.3
P robab ly  th e  f i r s t  P ro te s ta n t  s e rv ic e  ever to  be h e ld  
a t  any se tt le m e n t in  what i s  now Montana was th e  one h e ld  
a t  Gold C reek on Ju ly  13, 1862, by th e  Rev. F rancis*^
Bishop D an ie l S . T u t t le  of th e  E p isco p al Church h e ld  
h is  f i r s t  s e rv ic e  in  Deer Lodge, J u ly  17, 1868. He s tay ed  
a t  th e  S c o tt  House and h e ld  th e  s e rv ic e  in  a h a l l  in  th e  
a d jo in in g  b u i ld in g .  The h a l l  which served  as th e  C ourt 
H ouse, was over a b i l l i a r d  sa lo o n . This was th e  second 
p r o te s t a n t  s e rv ic e  to  be h e ld  in  Deer Lodge as th e  f i r s t  
was h e ld  by a M ethod ist South m in is te r .  Bishop T u tt le  
was g iven  a l o t  f o r  a church  by G ra n v ille  S tu a r t ,  p r e s id e n t  
of th e  Town Com m ittee, and he p a id  one hundred d o l la r s  to  
have i t  f e n c e d .5 In  1869, bo th  he and Rev. George C om fort, 
M ethodist S ou th , were h o ld in g  s e rv ic e s  in  th e  C ourt House.®
3 I b i d . .  pp . 340-341 .
^ Judge F ra n c is  W. Thompson, "Rem iniscences o f Four­
sc o re  Y e a rs ,"  in  M assachusetts  M agazine, VI (1813), p . 40.
® D an ie l S. T u t t l e ,  "E a rly  H is to ry  of th e  E p isco p al 
Church in  Montana " in  Montana C o n tr ib u t io n s , V. pp . 315-316.




The f i r s t  sch o o l in  Deer Lodge County vas h e ld  in  a 
sm all lo g  cab in  on Race T rack  Creek w ith  tw elve p u p ils  a t ­
te n d in g . . The f i r s t  te rm  was from  December 1, 1865, to  A p ril 
1 , 1866, and fo r  h is  work th e  i n s t r u c to r ,  D. P . Hew comer, 
re c e iv e d  h i s  b o a rd . The second schoo l was e s ta b lis h e d  soon 
a f te rw a rd s  in  Deer Lodge, w ith  th e  t u i t i o n  of two d o l la r s  
a week fo r  each s tu d e n t. W illiam  Mackey was th e  te a c h e r .
The t h i r d  te rm  was conducted by Miss E liz a b e th  Walker 
(Hardenbrook) in  th e  summer of 1866 in  th e  old G ra n v ille  
S tu a r t  c a b in .
The f i r s t  sch o o l house b u i l t  was made of th e  logs 
o r ig in a l ly  cu t f o r  th e  j a i l  a t  S i lv e r  Bow, C. E. I rv in e  
h au led  and donated  them fo r  th e  sc h o o l. The b u ild in g  which 
was e re c te d  d i r e c t l y  w est of J .  A. D 'A cheu l's  re s id e n c e  
was tw en ty  f e e t  by tw e n ty -fo u r  f e e t  in  s iz e  and had a c e i l i n g  
n in e  f e e t  in  h e ig h t .
The f i r s t  sch o o l board  e le c te d  in  Kovember, 1866, 
was composed o f  0 .  I .  H a r t ,  A llen  H ardenbrook, C. E. I r v in e ,  
and D, P . Newcomer, c l e r k .  The f i r s t  school su p e rin te n d e n t 
was R obert W iles , ap p o in ted  O ctober 1 , 1866. The second 
schoo l s u p e r in te n d e n t was Morton P e r r in  whose s a la r y  was 
th r e e  hundred d o l la r s  in  county  w arran ts  th a t  were worth 
tw enty  c e n ts  f o r  two te rm s : November, 1867 to  November, 1869.
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There were two hundred  and tw enty-one s tu d e n ts  on October 
1 , 1868. The second b o a rd , Thomas H. I r v in e ,  Thomas A sp ling , 
and G ra n v ille  S tu a r t ,  was r e e le c te d  u n t i l  1874* The f i r s t  
schoo l census ta k e n  in  1867, showed th a t  th e re  were e i ^ t y  
schoo l c h i ld r e n —f o r t y - s i x  males and th i r t y - f o u r  fem a les .
The f i r s t  le v y  of a sch o o l ta x  was made August 10, 1866.?
BOOKS
The d e s i r e  o f many of th e  e a r ly  s e t t l e r s  to  inçtrove 
t h e i r  minds and th o se  o f t h e i r  c h ild re n  d id  beg in  and end 
in  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to  e s t a b l i s h  sch o o ls  fo r  t h e i r  c h i ld re n . 
Many of them had no books bu t were eager to  secu re  them 
w herever th e y  c o u ld .
The S tu a r ts  sad d led  t h e i r  h o rs e s , to o k  some f r i e d  
meat fo r  food  and im m edia te ly  s e t  out f o r  a hundred and 
f i f t y  m ile  r id e  in to  th e  B i t t e r  Root when th e y  h eard  th a t  a 
man had a r r iv e d  th e re  w ith  a tru n k  f u l l  of books (1861). 
T h e ir  f i r s t  w in te r ,  l i k e  th a t  of many o th e r  p eo p le , had 
been sp e n t w ith o u t any re a d in g  m a tte r  of any k in d . When 
th e y  a r r iv e d  th e y  le a rn e d  th a t  th e  owner of th e  books was 
ab sen t bu t he had l e f t  th e  tru n k  in  d ia rg e  of Henry Brooks. 
Brooks was l iv in g  in  a te p ee  n ea r th e  town of V ic to r .  With
much p e r s u a s io n . Brooks s o ld  them f iv e  books a t  f iv e  d o l la r s
? A r t i c le  w r i t te n  by G ra n v ille  S tu a r t  in  New N o rth - 
West (Deer L odge), Jan u ary  31, 1874.
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each w ith  th e  s t i p u l a t i o n  th a t  i f  th e  owner, B e il  McArthur, 
was no t s a t i s f i e d ,  th e y  were to  pay him more* Riey chose 
N apoleon and h is  M a rsh a lls , by H eadley , a B ib le  in  F rench , 
W ealth o f N a tio n s  by Adam Sm ith , and a book of Shakespeare 
and Byron.®
In  1869, F a th e r  De Ryckers re c e iv e d  a shipm ent of two 
hundred and s ix ty  books from  New York fo r  a c i r c u la t in g  
l ib r a r y *  The l i b r a r y  rooms were in  th e  b u ild in g  ad jo in in g  
th e  c h a p e l .9
HOSPITAL
Dr* A. H* M itc h e ll e s ta b l is h e d  a h o s p i t a l  as e a r ly  as 
1862, in  Deer Lodge.
In  1869, a n o th e r  im p o rta n t s te p  forw ard  was made by 
th e  coun ty  com m issioners o f Deer Lodge County in  1869 when 
th e y  c o n tra c te d  D r. M itc h e ll  t o  care  fo r  th e  county  poor and 
s ic k .  For th e  sum of $3600 a y ea r he was to  su p p o r t, house 
and p ro v id e  m edical a t t e n t io n  f o r  the  needy . To do th a t  he
® G ra n v ille  S tu a r t ,  F o r ty  Y ears on th e  F ro n tie r  as 
Seen in  th e  Jo u rn a ls  and R em iniscences o f  Ctr an v i l l e  S tu a r t  
T R u l T . - P E i l l i p s ,  e d l t w ,  2 v o ls T T ^ I 'e v e lm d / 195?)y f - ; - -
pp* 160-161*
^ New N o rth - West (Deer Lodge), October 22, 1869.
M. A. L eeson , H is to ry  of Montana, 1739-1885 (C hicago, 
1885), p .  564*
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le a se d  th e  Bowie House in  C ourt House Square, f i t t e d  i t  up 
as a h o s p i t a l  w ith  f iv e  rooms and two h ath  rooms, and employed 
a stew ard  and a n u rs e .  Those no t dependent on th e  county 
were ad m itted  a t  t h e i r  own expense. The com missioners had 
p a id  $4,000 th e  y ea r b e fo re  (1868) f o r  m edical ca re  and 
a tte n d a n ce  of th e  s ic k .^ ^
NEWSPAPERS
The f i r s t  p a p e r , th e  In d ep en d en t. was p u b lish ed  on 
O ctober 12 , 1867 by P rank  Kenyon. In  1868, the paper was
p u rchased  by John Rodgers who so ld  i t  to  J .  0 .  K erley , W. H.
Todd, and M. C. Hathaway on May 3 , 1869. The Independent 
was a w eekly fo llo w in g  th e  i n t e r e s t  of th e  Dem ocratic p a r ty .
In  1874, i t  moved t o  H elena and became th e  Helena D a ily  
In d ep en d en t.
C a p ta in  James H. M il ls ,  a  form er e d i to r  o f th e  
Mont ana P o s t , p u b lish e d  th e  f i r s t  is s u e  of th e  New N o rth -
West on J u ly  7 , 1869, and i t  began as a weekly p a p e r . In
1870, i t  became b o th  a d a i ly  and a weekly p u b lic a tio n .^ ®
New N o rth - West (Deer L odge), O ctober 22, 1869.
L eeson , 0 £ . c i t . ,  p . 328; R obert L. Housman, The 
Beginn in g s  of Jo u rn a lis m  in  F ro n t ie r  Montana, Sources of 
llo rth w es t HiTstory, No7 22"T l93ëÿ, p . ? .
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DANCES
The p io n e e r ’s mind was not always f i l l e d  w ith  problem s 
th a t  were p ro g re s s iv e , s e r io u s ,  or d i f f i c u l t .  There were th e  
gayer and b r ig h te r  moments t h a t  h e lp ed  to  l ig h te n  th e  loads 
and day o f an o ld  t im e r ,  and th o se  were to  be found in  any 
s e t t le m e n t .  %ie f r o n t i e r  peo p le  never lack ed  fo r  some form 
of amusement to  en joy  th e  s o c i a b i l i t y  of a group.
As soon as th e  cab in s  were e r e c te d ,  danc ing , h u n tin g , 
e x c u rs io n s , f i s h in g  t r i p s ,  h o r s e - ra c in g ,  sh o o tin g  and boxing 
m atches to o k  p la c e .  Many even ings were spen t p lay in g  p o k er. 
The Gold G reek, Cottonwood, and G ra n ts v il le  people were 
e s p e c ia l ly  fond o f d a n c in g . They would dance a l l  n ig h t ,  
and d u rin g  th e  w in te r ,  would spend every  evening d an c in g , 
a week a t  a t im e . The In d ia n  women were adep t a t  le a rn in g  
th e  dances and en joyed  them as much as  th e  w hite  women.
Thomas L a v a tta  and Johnny G rant were alw ays is s u in g  in v i ­
t a t io n s  to  dances in  t h e i r  homes.
A * grand  b a l l "  was h e ld  a t  P e te r  M a rtin ’s home in  
Cottonwood as e a r ly  as December 25 , 1861, "had a f in e  supper 
and th e n  danced a l l  n ig h t  t i l l  s u n r is e ."  On Janury  1 , 1862:
Everybody went to  a grand b a l l  g iven  by John Grant 
a t  G ra n ts v i l le  and a sev e re  b l iz z a rd  blew up and raged  
a l l  n ig h t .  We danced a l l  n ig h t ,  no o u ts id e  sto rm  could
S tu a r t ,  0£ . c i t . ,  p . 192,
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dampen th e  f e s t i v i t i e s . ^ ^
The n e x t day th e  g a le  was s t i l l  blow ing and I t  was f o r ty  
below z e ro . No one even th o u g h t of going home fo r  two 
re a s o n s : some of th e  coup les l iv e d  ten  or f i f t e e n  m iles
up th e  v a l le y  w h ile  th e  S tu a r ts  l iv e d  e ig h t m iles below 
and th en  John G rant I n s i s t e d  t h a t  everyone rem ain u n t i l  th e  
sto rm  ce a se d . A fte r  b r e a k f a s t ,  a l l  s le p t  on b u ffa lo  robes 
on th e  f lo o r  u n t i l  two o ’c lo c k  In  th e  a f te rn o o n . D inner, 
p rep a red  by John G ra n t’s w ife  and th e  o th e r  w ives, was e a ten  
and th e n  th e  d an c in g  co n tin u ed  w ith  unabated  p le a su re  u n t i l  
n in e  o 'c lo c k  In  th e  ev en in g . Supper was ea te n  and again  
th e  d an c in g  was resum ed to  be co n tin u ed  u n t i l  dawn. The 
b l iz z a r d  had ceased  a t  d ayb reak ; th e r e f w e ,  everyone was on 
h is  way home Im m ediate ly  a f t e r  b r e a k f a s t .
The m usic fo r  th e s e  dances was two v io l in s ;  and th e  
dance most p o p u la r , was th e  o ld -fa sh io n e d  q u a d r i l l e .
The f lo o r s  were a l l  of pun ch e w  hence not smooth or 
waxed. Some men c a l le d  th e  f ig u r e s .  The momen were 
In d ia n  o r h a l f - b r e e d  and th e re  were never enough to  go 
a ro u n d . A man w ith  a  h an d k e rc h ie f  t i e d  around h is  arm 
s u p p lie d  th e  p la c e  o f  a woman In  some of th e  s e t s .  There 
was as much r i v a l r y  among th e  women o f th o se  d ay s , as 
to  t h e i r  f i n e r y ,  a s  th e re  I s  now among t h e i r  w h ite  
s i s t e r s .  At th e s e  b a l l s  th e y  wore t h e i r  b r ig h te s t  
c a l ic o e s  w ith  new s c a r l e t  leg g in g s  and handsom ely beaded 
m occasins w ith  gay p la id  b la n k e ts  and ornam ents of 
f e a t h e r s ,  s h e l l s ,  s i l v e r  money, b ead s, and a  generous 
su p p ly  of v e rm ll l lo n  p a in t .  The c h ild re n  were a lso  
g o tte n  up In  th e  most e la b o ra te  beaded costumes th a t  
t h e i r  m others cou ld  su p p ly . I t  was no uncommon th in g
14 I b i d . ,  p . 193.
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fo r  an In d ia n  woman to  spend a l l  of h e r spare tim e 
fo r  s ix  m onths, p re p a r in g  a s u i t  beaded and em broidered 
w ith  co lo red  p o rcu p in e  q u i l l s ,  f o r  h e r young son to  
wear to  th e s e  f e s t i v i t i e s *  Nor were th e  men w ithou t 
v a n i ty .  We always wore our b e s t  f la n n e l  s h i r t ,  a 
h ig h ly  ornam ented bucksk in  s u i t ,  and b e s t m occasins 
and trimm ed our h a i r  and b e a rd s . I  (G ra n v ille )  kep t 
ray handsom ely beaded bucksk in  s u i t  w ith  i t s  d e c o ra tio n s  
o f f r in g e  u n t i l  1880 when i t  was s to le n  from ray cabin  
on th e  c a t t l e  r a n g e .
"Danced l a s t  n ig h t .  I t  i s  no t o f te n  th a t  we have a 
f i d d l e r  and when we do have one, we t r y  to  keep him in  
p r a c t ic e  by hav ing  a dance ev e ry  evening."^®  The people of 
Gold Creek a tte n d e d  a b a l l  g iven  by Thomas L av a tta  a t  
Cottonwood on November 8 , 1862 and rem ained fo r  th e  n igÿ it. 
This tim e th e y  went home s ic k  from  s le e p in g  in  houses w ith  
no v e n t i l a t i o n . ! ?
D ancing was s t i l l  p o p u la r in  1865, fo r  a v i s i t o r  to  
Deer Lodge d e c la re d  th a t  th e re  were "no t more th an  seven 
dances a week" and d e sc r ib e d  a b a l l  a t  Johnny G ra n t 's  home.
Johnny G ra n t- - th e  g re a t  m edicine man of th e  mixed 
P re n ch -In d ia n  ra c e  who ran ch  round Deer Lodge—had 
opened a f in e  H a ll  fo r  dancing  and on e n te r in g , my 
e a rs  were s a lu te d  by th e  f a m i l ia r  music of B u l la rd 's  
band . On the  p r in c ip le  o f a M ethodist C lass-m ee tin g , 
a l l  th e  s i s t e r s  (and th e  b a b ie s ,  no t exceeding  t h i r ­
te e n  in  number) were on th e  r i g h t ;  th e  lo rd s  of 
c r e a t io n  were on th e  l e f t ,  w ith  the  ex cep tio n  of one 
or two d a r in g  in n o v a to rs , who had ensconced them selves 
among th e  l a d i e s ,  w h ite , brown, and r e d .  T his s t a r t l i n g  
p ro ceed in g  was co n s id e red  as in d ic a t iv e  of want of 
b re e d in g . A sm a ll pappoose, w ith  g l i t t e r i n g  b la c k  
e y e s , looked daggers a t  th e  p r in c ip a l  in t r u d e r ,  and
I b i d . ,  pp . 193-194, 
!® I b i d . ,  p . 196,
!?  I b i d . ,  p . 228.
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th e n  shaking  h i s  head and opening h is  mouth, be took  
h im s e lf  t o  th e  m a te rn a l fo u n t of nourishm ent w ith  
immense v ig o r  and ev id e n t su c c e s s . . . • The la d ie s  
"embraced" tw en ty  in d iv id u a ls ;  tw elve were e i th e r  
h a lf -b re e d s  or f u l l  b looded squaws, and e ig h t were 
w h ite  l a d i e s .  The demeanor of th e  a b o r ig in a l  
danseuses was as c o r r e c t  and becoming as could be 
seen in  th e  most p o lis h e d  assem bly; and, as a r u le ,  
th e y  danced v e ry  w e l l ,  and some exceed ing ly  w e ll .
T hese , even , who could  no t sp eak  E n g lish  were most 
co u rteo u s in  g e s tu r e .  %ie w h ite  la d ie s  and g e n t le ­
men were of co u rse  v ery  s im ila r  to  th o se  you are  
accustom ed to  meet in  V irg in ia  or Nevada, one 
s p e c ia l ly  f in e  d an cer had been l a t e l y  m arried , to  
th e  sound of m usic and th e  b e a t of measured f o o t ­
f a l l s .  The q u a d r i l l e  was s e t ;  th e  b r id e  and groom 
step p ed  fo rw ard —were m a rried ; and th e  chain  being 
welded w ith  th e  u su a l c h a s te  s a lu e ,  o f f  th e y  
s t a r t e d . 18
THhen John G rant moved to  Canada much of th e  h a l f -  
b reed  aM  In d ia n  p o p u la tio n  went w ith  him . From th a t  tim e 
th e  dances were a t te n d e d  m ostly  by w hite women. An o u t­
s ta n d in g  o ccasio n  in  1867 was th e  p r e - e le c t io n  dance. 
Everyone w ith in  a r a d iu s  of tw en ty  m iles was in v ite d  and 
n e a r ly  everyone a t te n d e d . The c h i ld re n  and b ab ies  were 
w e ll p ro v id ed  f o r :  a room w ith  beds fo r  th e  c h ild re n  and
a b a b y - te n d e r , Tom S tra n g , took  c a re  o f  th e  in f a n t s .  The 
m usic was fu rn is h e d  by two f i d l e r s .  The women wore c lean  
c a l ic o  d re s s e s  a id  th e  men danced in  fancy-^beaded m ocassins 
as shoes and b o o ts  were sc a rc e  i te m s . Tea, co ffee  and 
sandw iches were p ro v id e d , b u t most o f th e  men brought a
Montana (V irg in ia  C ity )  P o s t , December 16, 1865.
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supp ly  of w hiskey cach ing  i t  in  th e  w oodpile . David L. 
I r v in e ,  ca n d id a te  f o r  c le rk  and r e c o rd e r ,  had never taken  
a d r in k , bu t w h ile  e le c t io n e e r in g  t h i s  tim e he became q u ite  
in to x ic a te d .  “The M issouri la d ie s  were s t r i c t  C a m p b e llite s , 
had never danced and th e  boys had been very  tem p era te . 
D uring th e  evening Jim  Brown tap p ed  me on the  shou lder and 
s a id ,  "Con, th e  co u n try  i s  sav ed " . "Why, how s o ,"  I  asked. 
He r e p l i e d ,  "The g i r l s  have gone to  dancing  and th e  boys to  
d r in k in g ."19 Some o f th o se  a tte n d in g  th e  dance were W. B. 
Dance, C aleb  I r v in g ,  Judge W iles and w ife , Jim  Brown and 
w ife . Jack  M eyers, Maggie end E l iz a  I r v in e ,  Big Eyed Tom, 
Wash McCormick, Newcomber, and McMurrtry»
In  A ugust, 1869, th e  M cKinstry House b a l l  was en­
joyed by s e v e n ty - f iv e  peop le  and " a l l  went m e rry ."^0
To r a i s e  money fo r  a new school b u ild in g  a b a l l
which b rough t in  two hundred d o l la r s  was g iven  November 12,
211869. Buz Caven p ro v id ed  th e  m usic .
HUNTING AND PIÆING
H unting and f i s h in g  were more th a n  ju s t  mere sp o r ts  
to  a l l  e a r ly  p io n e e rs  whose l i f e  s to r i e s  would have been
1^ K ohrs, 0£ . c i t . ,  p p . 68 -69 .
New N o rth -»West (Deer Lodge), August 20 , 1869. 
91 I b i d #, November 12 , 1869.
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much s h o r te r  i f  th e y  had no t been a b le  to  f in d  food when and 
where i t  was needed . I t  was alm ost a r a r e  o ccas io n , how ever, 
when a h u n te r  was s u c c e s s fu l  in  bagging a b u ffa lo  n ea r Deer 
Lodge. The In d ia n s ,  th e r e f o r e ,  went f u r th e r  e a s t to  th e  
p r a i r i e s  on t h e i r  h u n tin g  t r i p s .
One o f th e  e x c e p tio n a l s t o r i e s  to  come down through 
th e  y ea rs  re c o rd s  th e  su ccess  of a Mr*-James MoKain, who 
was h u n tin g  between Deer Lodge and B ou lder, where he ran
a c ro s s  a h e rd  of b u f fa lo  and s h o t  two w ith in  te n  m iles of
22Deer Lodge.
Ducks were more p l e n t i f u l .  One morning in  O ctober, 
1869, a man bagged e ig h te e n  d u c k s - - te a l  and mal la rd - -b r in g in g  
down fo u r  a t  a sh o t w ith in  a m ile  o f tow n.^^
A n te lo p e , d e e r ,  and f i s h  were numerous. One p ro s ­
p e c to r  in  th e  v a l l e y  in  1862 s a id ,  "The two r iv e r s  in  our 
f ro n t  yard  ( L i t t l e  B lack fo o t and Deer Lodge) were a l iv e  w ith  
f in e  la rg e  m ountain t r o u t ,  and w ith  an o ccasio n a l an te lo p e  
fo r  change, we l iv e d  on th e  f a t  of th e  la n d ."^ *
A r e a l  “f i s h  s to ry "  was to ld  abou t;
A p a r ty  of s ix  gen tlem en , M essrs. James H. and 
P h i l  M. Brown, Howard Z enor, B i l l  Hardenbrook, and 
Bob H a r r i s ,  E sq . ( th e  Hoodoo C h ie f) were on a f is h in g
I b i d . .  O ctober 8 , 1869. 
I b i d . .  O ctober 22 , 1869<
F ra n c is  M. Thompson, "Rem iniscences of Four-Score 
Y ears" in  M assach u se tts  M agazine, VI (1913), p . 40.
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and h u n tin g  ex c u rs io n  to  L ost Greek on l a s t  S a tu rd ay  
and Sunday. They b rough t in  F ive Hundred and Twenty- 
S ix  T ro u t, some w eighing  th re e  pounds as th e  s p o i l s  of 
th e  r a id -~ o n ly  one d a y ’ s f i s h i n g . 2 5
Horse ra c in g  v e ry  e a r ly  became one of th e  im p o rtan t 
forms of amusement.
The s ix t y  m ile  ra c e  between C o l. T h o rn to n 's  " B il ly  
Bay" and V a lito n  & T a lb o t’s "L izard" f o r  $2 ,000 , on 
Monday, 1 6 th , i s  a su re  th in g  as s ta te d  by th e  p a r t i e s .
I t  i s  a t t r a c t i n g  more a t t e n t io n  th a n  any race  ev e r run 
h e r e ,  and w i l l  a t t r a c t  th e  l a r g e s t  assem blage ev e r, 
co n g reg a ted  on O lin ’s T r a c k . 26
Mr. O lin a ls o  b u i l t  a s k a tin g  p ark  a t  th e  head of
p«7
Second S t r e e t ,  1869, u s in g  th e  w ater from Cottonwood C reek.
Boxing had i t s  p la c e ,  to o ,  in  th e  l iv e s  o f  th e  
p io n ee rs*
There h as been c o n s id e ra b le  t a l k  over th e  p r o b a b i l i ty  
of an o th e r  en co u n te r between Hugh O’N e il  and Con Orem; 
th e  l a t t e r  i t  i s  s a id ,  not f e e l in g  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  
a f f a i r  o f J a n . ,  1865. Some of Hugh’s f r ie n d s  have 
ad d ressed  him  a n o te ,  p r o f f e r in g  a l l  th e  n eed fu l which 
m ight be r e q u ir e d ,  in  th e  event of an o th er m eeting be­
tween th e  p a r t i e s  b e in g  determ ined  upon; and Hugh has 
w r i t te n  to  Orem upon th e  s u b je c t .28
In  1869, D eer Lodge a ls o  had a bow ling a l le y  on Main 
S t r e e t .  I t  was th e  E x c e ls io r  Bowling A lley  of Stew ard & C o , 2 9
New N o rth - West (Deer L odge), August 20, 1869 
I b i d *. November 11, 1869.
27 I b i d . .  O ctober 22, 1869.
PQ
Montana (V irg in ia  C ity )  P o s t ,  A p ril 7 , 1866. 
29 New N orth-W est (Deer Lodge) O ctober 8 , 1869.
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A s to r y  or a h i s t o r y  of any p a r t  of th e  West would n o t 
be com plete w ith  ou t a s ta tem en t about gam bling, f o r  poker 
was a f a v o r i t e  game among th e  fro n tie rsm e n  who sp en t many 
w in te r  even ings engaged in  t h a t  p a s tim e , Powell and James 
S tu a r t  b o th  l ik e d  to  p la y  and in  one n ig h t 's  games Powell 
l o s t  $97,50 w h ile  S tu a r t  was one of th e  w in n e rs ,^0
A good c o n te s t ,  w ith  or w ith o u t s ta k e s  has always 
ap p ea led  to  peop le of every  p e r io d  and ev ery  p a r t  of th e  
c o u n try -"b u t to  no one m ore, p e rh a p s , th an  to  th e  r e a l  
W este rn e r, who i s  n o ted  f o r  h i s  i n t e r e s t  in  s p o r ts  and good 
sp o rtsm a n sh ip .
SHOOTING MATCH 
In  December, 1861, th e  men g a th e red  a t  G ra n t 's  fo r  
a sh o o tin g  m atch . C h ie f Tendoy, who was camping a t  G ran ts­
v i l l e ,  s e n t  a c h a lle n g e  t o  John P ow ell. The In d ian s  were 
h u n te rs  of sm a ll game and could  e a s i ly  out shoot th e  w hites 
u n le s s  th ey  would sh o o t long  ra n g e , Powell a rran g ed  th e  
d e t a i l s :  th e  t a r g e t  was to  be p laced  a t  a d is ta n c e  o f one
hundred y a rd s , and th e n  moved one hundred yards fo r  each 
succeed ing  sho t u n t i l  one thousand  yards had been reach ed .
The w h ite s  f e l t  t h a t  w ith  t h i s  arrangem ent th e y  had in c re a se d  
t h e i r  s to r e s  of b u f fa lo  ro b es  and h o rse s  as th e s e  were th e  
s ta k e s •
30 S tu a r t ,  op. c i t . ,  p ,  167.
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E a r ly  In  th e  m orning we rounded up our h o rses  and 
c o l le c te d  a l l  th e  b la n k e ts ,  b ead s , and b u tch er k n iv e s , 
we cou ld  sc rap e  to g e th e r  and s ta r te d  f o r  th e  In d ian  camp. 
A rr iv in g  on th e  grounds we found C h ief Tendoy ready  fo r  
b u s in e s s .  He had s e le c te d  one of h i s  men named Pushigan 
to  do th e  s h o o tin g . T h is In d ia n  had an o ld -fa sh io n ed  
Dimmook R i f l e ,  w eighing about t h i r t y  pounds. He had 
tak en  a p ie c e  o f h o o p -iro n  and im provised  a s ig h t  by 
s l i g h t l y  tu r n in g  up th e  end in  which he f i l e d  a n o tch , 
t h i s  c o n tr iv a n c e  b e in g  fa s te n e d  to  th e  g u n -b a rre l w ith  
bucksk in  th o n g s , and by means of a sm all wooden wedge 
he cou ld  r a i s e  and low er th e  s ig h t  to  s u i t  h is  fan cy .
For a t a r g e t  we to o k  th e  en d -g a te  of h is  wagon-bed, 
a board  th r e e  f e e t  sq u a re , and in  th e  c e n te r  of th i s  we 
made a b u l l  s ey e , on p a p e r . P ushigan  f i r e d  th e  f i r s t  sho t 
and s t r u c k  th e  b u l l ' s  eye n ea r th e  c e n te r .  We had 
s e le c te d  G ra n v ille  S tu a r t  f o r  our marksman. He stepped  
up to  th e  s c ra tc h  and took  d e l ib e r a te  aim: w ith  th e
c rac k  of th e  gun th e  d u s t flew  up away beyond th e  t a r g e t .
He had m issed  th e  b o a rd , which was no t very  encouraging 
c o n s id e r in g  th e  c lo s e  p ro x im ity  of th e  mark. As the 
match p ro g re sse d  up to  f iv e  hundred yards we had n o t 
made a s in g l e  s c o re , b u t a t  s ix  hundred yards G ra n v ille  
managed to  s t r i k e  th e  board  n e a r  th e  b u l l ’s eye . Up 
to  t h i s  p o in t  we had been making very  l i g h t  b e t s ,  but 
now co n fid en ce  was r e s to r e d  w ith  a whoop and b e t t in g  
ran  h ig h .  P ush igan  began to  more c a r e fu l ly  m anipu la te  
h i s  hoop"^Iron s ig h t  and up to  n in e  hundred yards we 
had b u t one sc o re  to  our c r e d i t .  By th i s  tim e our 
crowd was " f l a t  b ro k e " , w ith  n o t a pony, b la n k e t or 
b u tc h e r -k n ife  l e f t .  . . .  We had to  fo o t i t  back to  
camp.
G ra n v il le  t r i e d  h i s  gun th e  n e x t day and by c a re fu l ly  
w eighing th e  powder he found th a t  he could shoot very 
a c c u r a te ly .  He had been to o  h a s ty  in  lo ad in g  h is  c a r t r id g e s  
th e  p rev io u s  d ay .
Thus ends t h i s  re c o rd  of th e  e a r ly  people and happen­
in g s  in  th e  b e a u t i f u l  D eer Lodge V a lle y , a reco rd  th a t  has 
had i t s  b eg in n in g s  in  th e  e a r ly  y ea rs  of th e  n in e te e n th
31 P e rry  W. McAdow in  a l e t t e r  to  D r. W. b . B e ll 
H elena , 1908.
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c e n tu ry  a t  a tim e when th e  f irs t-k n o w n  w hite people in  th e  
co u n try  paused t o  gaze a t  one of n a tu r e ’s most unusual 
c r e a t io n s ,  th e  mound a t  WarmSprings, or stopped to  b re a th e  
th e  c le a r  f r e s h  a i r  as t h e i r  eyes s tra y e d  to  th e  summit 
of Mount P ow ell, th e  h ig h e s t  m ountain over look ing  th e  
v a l le y .
I t s  c lo se  comes w ith  th e  y ea r 1870, a d a te  th a t  
r e v e a ls  to  th e  i n t e r e s t e d  re a d e r  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  p a t te rn  
of th e  Deer Lodge V alley  w ith  a l l  i t s  i n t r i c a t e  des ig n  
of camps, c i t i e s ,  p ro g re s s ,  e d u c a tio n , r e l i g i o n ,  in d u s t r i e s ,  
and peop le  was b e in g  w e ll worked out and th a t  i t  was a t  
t h a t  tim e , g iv in g  a g en e ro u s , bu t t r u e ,  prom ise of th e  con­
tin u a n ce  of l i f e  and r e a l  American p r in c ip le s  in  th e  c i t i e s  
and towns and c o u n try  founded by th e  e a r ly  s e t t l e r s .
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